A Liturgy for our Neighborhood

For eyes to see, ears to hear, and a form by which we can
move, We move for you, O Lord.
We move our feet down our streets, and we move as one
coming and going from a new home.
We move heavy with baggage; carrying the burdens of our
journey.
We move heavy with anticipation; celebrating the joy of
unknown possibilities.
We move in and out of the physical spaces to which we are
sometimes confined, and we cross the boundary of our
belonging to enter the world which you have made.
We enter the neighborhood in which you have invited us with
a desire to both know and be known.
For your welcome in this space, Creator God, we are
grateful.
Walk with us upon these streets. Make us ever aware of
your image in those whom we meet.
Dwell with us within these homes. Make us ever grateful for
your provision and aware of our privilege.
Work with us in these businesses. Make us ever mindful
that you are our source and strength.
Play with us in these yards. Make us ever confident that you
delight in our being and not our doing.
May this community behold your “one of a kind glory, like
Father, like Son, generous inside and out, true from start to
finish.” (John 1:14 MSG)
We welcome you, a flesh and blood God.
We give you thanks for moving in to our neighborhood.
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Welcome | You have been invited to a mundane place.
A place in which you live, or work, or walk.
It’s a place rich with stories—
Of life and of death. Of connection and isolation.
Of love and of disdain.
Today, you are invited to experience the extraordinary grace and
goodness of God in this ordinary space; the neighborhood.
This guide is by invitation, and is offered as a tool to create openness
and mindfulness.
Settle in | Turn off your phone and just get comfortable in the
community. Find your way of being present - riding a bike, walking
around, or sitting somewhere such as a porch or a bench. Try to avoid
doing anything but being in the neighborhood for a full 10 minutes.
Take Inventory | Take your time observing the homes, buildings,

“We become neighbors when we are willing to cross the road
for one another.”
-Henri Nouwen

landscapes and the people in the neighborhood. Study the details of
mailboxes, yard ornaments, home construction, cars and other
buildings. Observe the interactions of the neighbors.
Note the common characteristics of the homes.
What is the “stock” story told in this community? What is that everyone
can see and everyone can know about the people/life when they look
around?
Dig Deep | As you observe the neighborhood and consider the many
particularities, find a home, object, or person that captures your
attention. What about this selection intrigues you?
What story is untold in this neighborhood?
Who is it that is unseen? And why?
Take Note | Consider journaling your observations and reflections
What is challenging about this exercise? What was meaningful?
Describe any insights gained (about yourself or your neighborhood)
What is God inviting you to do as a result of your experience today?

