DINNER CHURCH 2020
“The New Normal”
Three Different Churches - Three Different Stories
OUR first Dinner Church at Central United Methodist Church was in September, 2019 . For
2020, we decided to have Dinner Church once per month. Although we targeted different
groups plus put a big sign out on the church lawn to invite the community, attendance at our
Dinner Church was sporadic even though we had great food, music and a message.
In February, no one showed up except our 20 volunteers. Then the Covid-19 hit and we
found out effective March 16, our church was closing. We assumed that Dinner Church
would also be cancelled, but the Lord had other ideas. This is what happened. I had applied to
Feeding Charlotte back in the fall of 2019 for food help with our Dinner Church. They could
not add us at the time, but did put Central on their list to be added possibly after the first of
the year. A week or so after our church closed, I received a call that Feeding Charlotte had
about 1100 lbs. of food to be donated to non-profits during the COVID-19 outbreak and they
agreed to give us 100 lbs. each Tuesday for 4 weeks.
We plated the food in To-Go Boxes and delivered them to a subsidized Senior Living Home
just a few blocks from our church. We were able to take between 80 and 100 lunch plates.
We had taken flyers over the day before to announce the lunch and we were pleasantly
surprised to find a crowd of residents at the door waiting for us to arrive. Feeding Charlotte
ended up providing food for 10 weeks. Once it was over and we saw the gratitude
aappreciation from the seniors, and se saw a God sized opportunity. We thought this was a
ministry we wanted to continue and that just maybe, this might be our new Dinner Church,
which has a new name now - “Central Feeds”.
Instead of inviting people to come into our church for a formal Dinner Church, we felt God
showing us the opportunity to take Dinner Church ti the people, the residents in senior living,
Because of the pandemic , we discovered a different way to be the church In our community.
We are providing Tuesday lunches with a small group of 6 volunteers- 2 in the kitchen, 2 in
the lounge affixing messages of hope and love to the to-go plates and 2 delivering. We have
spoken with the complex manager and she has assured us that once it’s safe to do so, we can
use a room in the complex to offer more than just a meal – a devotional, games and crafts.
Recently during our Delivery Dinner Church we handed out the Gospel of John in English,
Spanish and Russian (the 3 languages spoken at the senior complex) and they were taken so
quickly we ran out!We feel that as long as we are showing the love of Jesus Christ to our
neighbors, we are doing exactly what God wants us to be do.
Submitted by Bette Nazarchyk- Central Feeds
Dinner Church
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“We assumed that
Dinner Church
would also be
cancelled, because
the church doors
were closed, but
the Lord had other
ideas.”
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“The key to this early success in
keeping the ministry going was due
to our having truly built relationships
between our members and neighbors
prior to the pandemic therefore we
were able to effectively "get the
word out" about the new plans.”
Since beginning the Soul Food dinner
church back in January of 2019, we
have faced a tremendous amount of
challenges. So, we have experienced
our share of both ups and downs.
However, none of those challenges
were as daunting as the many we
faced as a result of the Corona Virus
pandemic.
The first thing we began doing to
respond, back in late March, was to
end our in person meals and worship.
So, as a result, we ended up asking
members of the Soul Food community
to come by the church during normal
hours in order to pick up their meals to
go. And in order for souls as well as
bodies to continue being fed,
volunteers began writing inspirational
messages, oftentimes including Bible
passages, on the to go boxes.
The key to this early success in
keeping the ministry going was due to
our having truly built relationships
between our members and neighbors
prior to the pandemic therefore we
were able to effectively "get the word
out" about the new plans.

It allowed us to let people know that
Soul Food meals was indeed an
"essential" activity. However, the
specific challenge related to this was
that far too many members began
showing up to volunteer, which
resulted in far too many persons
gathering within our kitchen/building
during the early weeks of the
Governor's Stay at Home order.
Additionally, as members were picking
up their meals, oftentimes with
children, many of them began lingering
and congregating in ways that were
not being recommended at the time. It
was just becoming too unsafe.
Thus, after a couple of weeks of pick up
meals, our leadership team had to have
difficult conversations about limiting
the number of volunteers being used
to prepare the meals. We also decided
to share the meals exclusively through
delivery.. This was an effective pivot in
our response that helped to make it
even more safe to and effective.

Then from there, back in late May and
early June, Soul Food began to make
another effective transition. During those
weeks, we began partnering with an
already existing ministry with Assurance
UMC's Connections Campus, conducted ,
known as Love in a Bag. So, as a result, we
are now simply joining them in preparing
bagged lunches as our meals so that the
bodies and souls feed has doubled in the
amount of people we feed. This transition
and cooperation has been practically
seamless due to all of the relationship
building that had already occurred
between my church, Thrift UMC,
Assurance UMC. and the communties we
serve. This also extends the funding for
both ministries while virtually assuring
that both ministries will continue to exist
in the post Corona Virus world.
It is my opinion that the key to Soul Food's
Surviving , and in many ways even
continuing to flourish these last several
months, is a result of all of the relationship
building that had occurred in the months
that led up to them. This is proof that Soul
Food had truly already become a faith
community, which means that it was
already a community of people who cared
about and looked out for one another. And
also thanks to the willingness of our
members and volunteers to be so flexible, I
am certain that it will remain a faith
community moving forward. We even
have a community garden now that is
going to provide much much more Soul
food too!

Submitted by Pastor Charles Dirico- Thrift
UMC Dinner Church
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Ms Pearl says here, at The Place United
Methodist Church, a new church start,
we developed a “much needed ministry
called Tabatha's Place,” to distribute nonperishable items: food, face masks, and
hand sanitizer to those in need. Our
distribution location is West End Fresh
Seafood Market, 2206 Beatties Ford Rd,
Charlotte, NC, owned an operated by
Bernetta Powell, a United Methodist. As
people pick up these items, we share the
love of Christ, inform them about our
Sunday virtual worship service and Bible
Study on Tuesday evening. We also have
a Prayer box on location for those with
prayer requests.
Dinner Church has a different look and
feel, We develped a free lunch program
for students and senior citizens in the
area. They can pick up nutritious meals
on Wednesday and Saturday between
10:00a.m. and 12:00p.m. This program is
sponsored by NC Black Leadership &
Organizing Collective, Marlie Q's
Carribbean Queen, Eat Well Exchange,
Inc. and West End Fresh Seafood Market.

The Place Church will be in collaboration with
Marlie Q’s to become one of their sponsors for
the free lunch program for a short period of time.
We also have a partnership with the Rosa Parks
Farmers Market. Anyone can get a FREE 10lb bag
of chicken with a $20 purchase of produce,
compliments of the Historic West End Partners,
Westside Meats, Community Dream Builders,
West End Fresh Seafood, and Uwharrie Bank.
EBT/SNAP, Credit/Debit & Cash accepted. Rain
or shine, indoors , if raining.
We also had a free baby food program which
included soft food for any person unable to eat
solid food, was a great addition, to the Dinner
Church model.. This program was sponsored by
Carolina Farm Trust, Historic West End Partners,
Council of Elders, and West End Fresh Seafood
Market. We hope to continue this work. Dinner
Church look much different than we first visioned
this. The church has left the building and is now in
the neighborhood.

“The church has
left the building
and is now in
the
neighborhood.”

If you would like to know more about the Metro
Dostrict Dinner Church Network, please contact
Rev Dr. Stephanie Moore Hand, Metro District
Vitality Stratagist at shand@wnccumc.org
#MetroDistrictStrong

Submitted by Pearl Dawkins & Bernetta
Powell, laity of The Place UMC, Dinner Church
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