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As we all know, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; preacher, leader, teacher and legend, 

was a man who sparked change for the masses. He not only influenced those of his time, but set 

a precedence for a multitude of generations to come. His words of wisdom echo throughout time 

holding weight and providing new perspectives on any situation that one could encounter.  

While growing up, a very popular quote came from Dr. King’s famous “I Have a Dream” 

speech. The quote “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where 

they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character” always 

resonated within my heart. Until recently, I thought that this was my favorite quote.  However, as 

I conducted research for this essay, I realized the numerous gems within the words of a man 

whose voice was heard by many.  My favorite quote has changed because it is more applicable to 

me now as a teenager, and is an inspiration that I can carry with me throughout my life.    

The quote, “Use me God. Show me how to take who I am, who I want to be, and what I 

can do, and use it for a purpose greater than myself” is now my favorite because it provides 

motivation for mankind to use oneself to help uplift others and his or her community.  Its 

reference to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ creates a mindset that shows that God will use 

anyone of us as a beacon of light for his work. Being a Christian, I can relate to this quote on a 

level like no other. I often find myself volunteering in many community events such as feeding 

the homeless, mentoring children, as well as assisting those with special needs. In addition to 

this, I have contributed a lot of my time to numerous Boy Scout projects and awareness events to 

shed light on the needs of others. Of all the quotes Dr. Martin Luther King has cemented in his 

lifetime, this one stands out to me the most because of its selfless cry for mankind to help one 



Use Me, God. Show Me the Way 

By 

Benton Felton 
 

another. I also look for a purpose greater than myself to serve and improve the lives of those who 

surround me.  

All my life I have wanted to bring a positive change to this world any way I can. It is our 

mission as a society to look after and uplift those who are in need. This quote encourages self-

progression to one’s craft and it implies that one should use his or her talents for the greater 

good. It is our responsibility to use the gifts that God has placed within each and every one of us 

to assist and uplift one another. Martin Luther King is one of many men who have changed my 

perspective on how to hold and govern myself and this quote helps to solidify that as a fact. 

 


