A Statement From The Worship Team:
:
At Annual Conference this year, we continue to look at the mission of the Church laid out by
Christ in the Great Commission from Matthew 28:19-20: “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” Last year, we focused on baptism in the name of the Triune God as
our “initiation into Christ’s holy church, incorporation into God’s mighty acts of salvation, and
new birth through water and the Spirit.”
This year, we will focus on teaching the faith as Christ instructed the disciples to “teach all that
I have commanded.” In the Gospels, Jesus was often called Rabbi or teacher. He read from the
scrolls of the Hebrew Bible and taught about God and God’s kingdom in sermons, through
parables, and by the way he lived life. His relationship with his disciples became the model for
the class meetings which have been a vital component of Methodism since its birth.
John Wesley was passionate about education, the life-long process of developing character,
realizing one’s potential, and striving for perfection. He called on parents, churches, and schools
to provide the best learning environment for all of God’s children. During Annual Conference,
we will center our thoughts on the questions John Wesley asked, “What do we teach? How do
#wnccumc we teach it? And what do we then do in response?” The hope is for us all to grow in faith as
teachers and students of the gospel.
Throughout the worship services, you will see visual images symbolizing
planting, growth, and maturity. It is the seeds of faith which are planted
in each of our lives that then grow, mature, and lead us toward Christlikeness.
The worship committee has also provided margin notes in the worship
booklet as a teaching tool that perhaps you might use in your local
church. Education about the elements of worship is a vital part of
helping others encounter the presence of God in worship. We hope
you will take this book back with you and use this tool in your faith
community.
Lastly, on the grounds of Lake Junaluska near the Chapel you will see
multiple desks symbolizing learning. Grab someone that has been a
mentor in your life and take a selfie. Post it to #wnccumc.
		
Grace and Peace,
		
The Worship Committee
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SERVICES OF WORSHIP

Friday, June 22 	 
7:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Prayer Service...................................................................................................... Memorial Chapel
Opening Worship .............................................................................................. Stuart Auditorium
Offering: Bennett College
Order of the Day: Recognition of 2018 Class of Retirees ................................... Stuart Auditorium
Service of Commissioning of Provisional Members ............................................ Stuart Auditorium

*
2
7
16

Saturday, June 23 	 
7:30 a.m
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Prayer Service...................................................................................................... Memorial Chapel
Order of Morning Prayer ................................................................................... Stuart Auditorium
Service of Worship: Celebration of Life.............................................................. Stuart Auditorium
Service of Ordination of Deacons and Elders ..................................................... Stuart Auditorium

*
22
40

Sunday, June 24 	 
10:00 a.m.

Closing Worship Service..................................................................................... Stuart Auditorium
Offering: Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center Bridge Restoration Fund
*Programs for the early worship services will be available in Memorial Chapel.

UMH indicates The United Methodist Hymnal | BOW indicates The United Methodist Book of Worship
TFWS indicates The Faith We Sing | Worship & Song is spelled out
Cokesbury indicates the old Cokesbury Hymnal

 Congregation, please stand as you are able.
Music Licensing Statement

The Western North Carolina Conference supports the Copyright Act of United States Code.
As such, reprinting of all music has been licensed by OneLicense.net,
license numbers A-711660 and CCLI #1245947. All rights reserved.

Thank you for worshiping with us. In an effort to be better stewards of our resources, the orders of worship for the 2018
Western North Carolina Annual Conference services held in Stuart Auditorium are published in this booklet. We invite
you to write your name below and keep this worship booklet with you for the duration of annual conference. Prayer
Service bulletins will be distributed in Memorial Chapel. If you do not plan to keep your worship book for further
reference or as a keepsake, please return it to a box near an auditorium exit. We will use it for later worship services.
Thank you for helping us to be good stewards of our resources.

This book belongs to ________________________________________________________________
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OPENING WORSHIP
Friday, June 22, 2018 | 10:30 a.m. | Stuart Auditorium

The Call to Worship is an outward and
visible reminder that we are gathering
to give our best to God. It also serves
as an act of inward focus to help us in
our awareness of the presence of God.

Bell Peal 	 
Opening Video 	 
 Call to Worship 	 
Rev. J. Zachery Christy
Excerpts of this litany come from “Visions and Dreams: A Sermon for the Uniting Conference
of The United Methodist Church,” Dallas, TX, April 23, 1968. It is written by Tanya Linn
Bennett, March 2010
Leader:

We gather in this time and place, all of us from different times and places,
here to worship God.

All:

Many years ago, the people gathered
and were ignited by passion for God,
lit up by Pentecost fire,
shouting out in Pentecost voices,
carried away on Pentecost winds.

Leader:

So many years later, we gather. We have learned new words, and written
books of rules. We have heard the stories of our past. We come to create
stories for the future.

All:

We are an unfinished church.

Leader:

Like those disciples so many years ago, we are not sure we know the way.
We are afraid to make mistakes. We are afraid to fail.

All:

We are an unfinished church.

Leader:

But, Christ calls us to carry on the blessing of discipleship, to move
forward in love and faithfulness, so that all might find a place in our holy
space, our church.

All:

We are an unfinished church.

Leader:

So long as even one of us is left outside the door because of our
coldheartedness, we are an unfinished church.

All:

We are an unfinished church.

Leader:

So long as any one is lonely, hungry, sick, in prison, naked, we are an
unfinished church.

All:

We are an unfinished church.

Leader:

So long as any one of us is destitute of the great Hope that is our future in
Christ Jesus, raised up to set us free from death into holy and everlasting
life,

All:

We are an unfinished church.

Leader:

Every day is a new Pentecost, full of the promise and possibility that God
offers.

All:

Today is a day of dreaming.
A Pentecost day filled with refining fire,
and holy smoke, and winds of change,
and voices full of passion for God and for each other.

Leader:

We are an unfinished church, but we are God’s church.
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All:

We are God’s church,
full of grace and love and hope.
Today is a new Pentecost Day,
may we be birthed again into new beginning.

At the Procession, the cross and light
 Processional Hymn 	 
of Christ lead the worship leaders

"All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name"
"What a Beautiful Name"

UMH 154
Hillsong CCLI Song #7068424

into the divine presence of God.
The two candles at the altar are lit,
representing the humanity and divinity
of Christ. The one to the left is often
called the Gospel Candle and the
	 
Rev. Kathleen Kilbourne
one to the right the Epistle Candle.

Opening Prayer
Video Interlude 	 
Remembering the Merger
Prayers of the Church 	 
Modified from 1968 General Conference Liturgy
Kasey Kelly:

Almighty God, we give you praise and thanks for your goodness and
mercy. We praise you for the love that created us and sustains us everyday.
We praise you for the gift of your Son, our Savior Jesus, through whom
you have made known your teachings and grace. We thank you for the
Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for your holy Church and the lives of all
faithful people, and for the hope of life to come. Help us acknowledge all
You have done for us and enable us to show our thankfulness through lives
that are given wholly to your service. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Curtis Goforth:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, who did pray that your Church might be one even
as you and the Father and the Spirit are one: make us people who profess
one Lord, one faith, and one Baptism, to be of one heart and of one
mind. Deliver us from blindness and prejudice, from intolerance and evilspeaking, that, joined in the bond of faith and compassion, we, whom you
have reconciled to yourself, may reconcile to one another, and so honor
You. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Maci Lynch:

We ask you, O God, to remember your Church on earth; teach us to
love your house above all dwellings; your scriptures above all books; your
sacraments above all gifts; the communion of saints above all company;
and grant that, as one family, we may give thanks and praise your name.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sophie Lamb:

Bless our homes with your light and joy. Help us, as your children, to live
out our baptism. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Pamela Shoffner:

Give to all people the mind of Christ, and fill our days with your peace.
Take from us all hatred and prejudice, and whatever may hinder our
unity of spirit. Raise up, we pray, faithful servants of Jesus to labor in the
Gospel, and prosper the service of those who lead and take counsel for
our global United Methodist Church, that mutual understanding and
common endeavors may be increased among all people. Lord in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer. Amen.
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In the Great Commission from
Matthew’s Gospel, listen for what
Jesus asks us to teach all the nations.
Paul was Timothy’s mentor and
shares his personal affirmation of
faith in this letter. Did you know
that verse 16 was later used to create
the Affirmation of Faith #889 in
the United Methodist Hymnal.

Gospel Lesson 	 
Rev. Lauren Sims-Salata
Matthew 28:16-20

Epistle Lesson 	 
Rev. Lauren Sims-Salata
1 Timothy 3:14-16

Introduction of Preacher 	 
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Sermon 	 
“Go and Teach”

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

Offering 	 
Dr. Phyllis Worthy Dawkins, President of Bennett College
Offering benefits Bennett College.

Offertory 	 
“How Can it Be”

CCLI Song # 7023294

 Doxology 	 
“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow"
Like Baptism, Holy Communion is
regarded by Protestants as a sacrament.
That is, it’s an act of worship ordained
by Christ and is a means of grace. This
does not mean that we become any
more worthy of God’s grace by taking
part in Communion. Rather, we
open ourselves to the divine love that’s
already there; we become more ready to
receive that love and to respond to it.
As with baptism, we use common,
physical gifts of the earth, bread and
wine — though in United Methodist
churches we prefer unfermented grape
juice. All Christians are welcome at our
table, whatever their denomination.
Holy Communion is a family meal,
and all Christians are members of
Christ’s family. Therefore, in each
congregation, when we receive the
bread and cup, we join with millions
of brothers and sisters across the ages
and around the world. (from UMC.
org/what-we-believe/communion1)

UMH 94

Communion 	 
Bishop Leeland & Bishop Steiner Ball assisted by Rev. Gloria Hughes
Invitation to the Table 	 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their
sin, and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before
God and one another.

Confession and Pardon 	 
From: The Worship Sourcebook
All:

Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people. You
have called us to be the church, to continue the mission of Jesus
Christ to our lonely and confused world. Yet we acknowledge we
are more apathetic than active, isolated than involved, callous than
compassionate, obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving.
Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins. Remove the
obstacle preventing us from being your representatives. Awaken our
hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit. This we pray in
Jesus’ powerful name. Amen.

Pray in silence
Leader:

Hear the Good News! Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that
proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People:

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God! Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving 	 
from Communion Services by Robin Knowles Wallace
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:
People:

Lift up you hearts!
We lift them up to God.
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Leader:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Holy One.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader:

It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
O God. You created us to live in communion with you, yet we turned away.
You spoke through your prophet Joel: Return to me with all your heart,
for I am gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
We come this day knowing our failings but trusting in your steadfast mercies.

People:
Leader:

Thanks be to you, Holy God, for your steadfast mercy.
You are holy and blessed is your child Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit flowed through his life as he became a bridge for our reconciliation.
In the midst of evil, prejudice, oppression, and division, we remember his life and work.
We remember your gift of Baptism.
We reflect on the mystery of the cross.
We dare to ponder resurrection.

People:

Leader:

On his final evening with his disciples, Jesus took a loaf of bread,
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus did the same with the cup, saying,
“This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”
In remembrance of these your might acts on our behalf,
we bring our whole selves to you, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

People:
Leader:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and cup.
May this meal be for us signs of your gracious mercy:
forgiveness of our sins and promise of salvation.
To you be all praise and glory, Holy God, now and forever. Amen.

People:
Leader:
All:

Now with the confidence of the children of God, let us boldly pray together:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Leader:

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in Christ’s love poured out for us all.




Bishop Leeland will give instructions for the receiving of the bread and the cup. 

Gluten free communion elements available in front of the stage, on the right-hand side. 
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SENDING FORTH
The closing hymn’s text portrays the
Church as rooted in Christ through
our baptismal water and God’s Holy
Word. In the Apostles' Creed, we
confess through this text that the
church is catholic (universal) and
united by "one Lord, one faith, one
baptism" (Eph. 4:5). As we sing, we
lament the "heresies" that "distress"
the church (st. 3); The final stanza
ends on a hopeful tone: the church
will finally be at peace and at rest.

 Closing Hymn 	 

“The Church’s One Foundation” 	 
UMH 545

Benediction 	 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball
Postlude 	 
Worship Leaders 	 
In addition to our conference musicians, the music today is led by members of The
Hood House Band.
Rev. Tracy Love
Rev. Lauren Hill
Rev. Will Van Wieren
Rev. Gary Camp
Rev. Kevin McCormac

Vocals
Vocals
Vocals and Piano
Bass Guitar
Rhythm Guitar

Rev. Kirk Tutterow
Steve Taylor
Wanda Taylor

Organist
Drums
Synthesizer and Percussion

Trinity UMC, Kannapolis, Metro District
New Union UMC, Asheboro, Uwharrie District
Pine Grove UMC, Kernersville, Yadkin Valley District
Crews UMC, Winston-Salem, Yadkin Valley District
Palestine UMC, Albemarle,
Bethel UMC, New London, Uwharrie District
Trinity UMC, Kannapolis, Metro District
Midway UMC, Kannapolis, Metro District
Midway UMC, Kannapolis, Metro District

We offer our sincere thanks for the service and ministry of those who lead us in worship.
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Resident Bishop, Charlotte Area, Western North Carolina Conference
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball
Resident Bishop, West Virginia Area, West Virginia Conference
Rev. J. Zachery Christy
WNCC Youngest 2018 Ordinand; Plains UMC, Canton, Smoky Mountain Dis.
Rev. Kathleen Kilbourne
Director, MAPT and Center for Deacon Education; Pfeiffer University, Met. Dis.
Rev. Lauren Sims-Salata
First UMC, Brevard, Blue Ridge District
Rev. Gloria Hughes
Chair of the Order of Deacon; Clemmons UMC, Clemmons, Yadkin Valley District
Dr. Phyllis Worthy Dawkins
President of Bennett College
Kasey Kelly
First United Methodist Church, Lenoir, Appalachian District
Rev. Curtis Goforth
Asbury Memorial, Asheville, Blue Ridge District
Maci Lynch
West United Methodist Church, Mooresville, North Carolina, Metro District
Sophie Lamb
Groce United Methodist Church, Asheville, Blue Ridge District
Pamela Shoffner
Chairperson, Justice and Reconciliation Team
Jarvis Wilson
Conference Musician, Pianist/Organist, Atlanta, Georgia
Keith Wilson
Conference Musician, Vocalist, Ben Hill UMC, North Georgia Conference

Processional Attendants
Acolyte 1
Acolyte 2
Crucifer
Bible Bearer
Bishop's Crosier

Maston Buff
Sarah Buff
Mary Ana Smith
Laine Lingle
Annabelle Lingle
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Maggie Valley UMC, Maggie Valley, Smoky Mountain District
Maggie Valley UMC, Maggie Valley, Smoky Mountain District
Harrisburg United Methodist Church, Metro District
Central UMC, Asheville, Blue Ridge District
Central UMC, Asheville, Blue Ridge District

RECOGNITION OF 2018 RETIREES
Friday June 22, 2018 | 3:30 p.m. | Stuart Auditorium

Gathering 	 
Video Presentation of Gifts of Retirees
Board of Pensions Remarks 	 
Mike Watson

President, Board of Pension and Health Benefits

Our retirees have most certainly stood
 Hymn of Praise 	 
on the promises of all that God offers

Standing on the Promises

Passing the Mantle

UMH 374
Words and Music: R. Kelso Carter, 1886

us. How does the comfort of these
promises impact your faith? Who
needs to hear you share with them
about how you’ve seen these promises
carry you through a specific time?
	 

Statement on Behalf of the Retirees
Statement in Response from Member of 2018 Class in Full Connection

Mark Andrews
Angel Christ

Naming of Retirees 	 
Mike Watson
The retirees and their spouses are presented by name and given certificates and other tokens of
appreciation. The number of years by their names indicates time served since their licensing,
first appointments, or first conference membership/ordination, whichever is earliest, as these
dates appear in the records of the conference secretary. The number may or may not agree
with pension information.
David Ronald Allen ................... 44
William Mark Andrews ............. 33
William Francis Berry II............. 27
Keith Warren Bingham ............. 44
Perry James Bradshaw ................ 17
Lynda Thomas Gail Briggs ......... 32
Betty Black Brown .................... 22
Michael Bruce Brown ................ 50
Daniel Leonard Brubaker .......... 16
Joyce Hatchett Bunn ................. 24
Richard Lee Cloninger .............. 11
David Alfred Cook .................... 22
David Junior Duncan ................ 39
Donnie Benton Durham ........... 38
Alfonza Everett .......................... 22
Caroll Austin Flack .................... 40
Phyllis Lamour Burke Glahn ..... 21
Paul Kenneth Hacklander ......... 41
Johnny O’Neil Haynes .............. 44
David Hughes Hobson .............. 35

Christopher Beaumont Hughes .42
Guinnell Carroll Hunter ........... 15
Phillip McCray Hurst ................ 31
Stephen David James ................. 37
Tony Jeffrey Jordan .................... 45
Robert Lowell Kerr .................... 46
Kathleen Hughes Kilbourne ...... 23
Sally Lucius Overby Langford ... 38
Thomas Anderson Langford III.. 42
Ralph Jason Lepley .................... 31
Terry Lee Matthews ................... 41
Stephen Walter Miller ............... 17
Paul Nelson Milton ................... 42
John Albert Moore .................... 39
Bruce Edward Morasco ............... 9
Donald Alan Newman .............. 33
Richard Scott Nowlan ............... 40
Yvonne Thigpin Papas ............... 30
Sybil Richardson Parks .............. 37
Alfred Owen Peeler ................... 43

Albert Odell Perkins .................. 35
Mary Lynne Peterson ................. 30
Stephen Walter Pillsbury ........... 20
Marcus Steven Portis ................. 45
William Douglas Pryor .............. 19
Larry Gene Puryear ................... 40
David Gordon Raiford .............. 13
Nancy Burgin Rankin ............... 35
Stephen Joseph Ray ................... 34
Robert William Rollins ............. 38
Robert Dean Roten ................... 12
John Benson Rowe .................... 40
Harry Douglas Sammons .......... 26
Robert Keith Scott .................... 36
Patricia Spicer .............................. 8
Jimmie Schenck Surratt ............... 6
Harvey Lee Talbert Jr.................. 23
Elizabeth Grady Taylor .............. 28
John Laird Taylor Jr.................... 44
Carol Williams-Gilbert .............. 41

At conclusion of Naming:
Mike Watson:

In the name of the Lord

All:

We celebrate your life and ministry among us.
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Response in Gratitude from the Church

	 
Bishop Paul Leeland

Bishop:

Who among us can say our work is done, our task complete?
Can our vocation be turned off, like a switch?

Those Retiring:

As the days draw near, our feelings are mixed.
We are grateful for the relationships we have shared;
We remember how Christ has used us as his hands and feet.
The time has come to let go and release the work we have done.
The sermons are finished, the programming is behind us,
the work of counseling, pastoring, and other ministries are over.
We surrender them into the hands of those who come after us.
Like Elijah, we pass the mantle to those who come after us.

Response of the Class of 2018 in Full Connection, and Newly Licensed Local Pastors:
We, like Elisha, receive that mantle with humility and in gratitude for the
paths you have carved out. We not only follow in your footsteps, but hear
the call to set out on our own journey of faith and service.
People:

We give thanks to God for your presence among us.
You were called to “Word, Sacrament, and Order”,
and to “Love, Justice, and Service” ministries.
On many occasions, you have risen to serve
above and beyond what was expected or required.
We thank you for the love you have shown to God and God’s people.
May your transition into retirement not be a shrinking from your calling,
but rather, a turning of the page into a new beginning.

Closing Prayer 	 
Kyle Sigmon
 Closing Hymn 	 
This Is a Day of New Beginnings (stanzas 1-4)

UMH 383
Words: Brian Wren, 1978; alt. 1987 (Rev. 21:5); Music: Carlton R. Young, 1981

Worship Leaders 	 
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Mike Watson
Rev. Mark Andrews
Rev. Angel Christ
Rev. Kyle Sigmon
Jarvis Wilson
Keith Wilson

Resident Bishop, Charlotte Area, Western North Carolina Conference
President, Board of Pension and Health Benefits
Superintendent, Metro District
Gilboa - Peachland Charge, Peachland, Uwharrie District
Faithbridge UMC, Blowing Rock, Appalachian District
Conference Musician, Pianist/Organist, Atlanta, Georgia
Conference Musician, Vocalist, Ben Hill UMC, Atlanta, Georgia

THE 2018 RETIREES:
David Ronald Allen

Spouse: Donna
Licensed 1974
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1981
Appointments: 1974 Pine Grove; 1975 No Appointment; 1976 Student; 1979 Crowell Memorial-Palm Tree; 1984 Millers
Creek; 1996 Catawba; 2000 Chaplain, WestCare Health System; 2016 Palliative Care Chaplain, Harris Regional Hospital;
2017 Leave; 2018 Retired

William Mark Andrews

Spouse: Denise
Probationary Member 1985
Ordained Deacon 1985
Ordained Elder 1988
Appointments: 1985 Student; 1986 Oak Hill (Candler); 1992 Charlotte: Dilworth Associate (Charlotte); 1994 Bethlehem
(Climax); 2001 First (Belmont); 2011 St. Luke’s (Hickory); 2016 Metro District Superintendent; 2018 Retired

8

William Francis Berry II

Spouse: Lynne
Licensed 1991
Probationary Member 1994
Ordained Deacon 1994
Ordained Elder 1997
Appointments: 1991 Giles-Charlotte (Asheboro); 1995 Mount Tabor Associate (Winston-Salem); 1998 Bethel-Chestnut Grove;
2000 Chestnut Grove; 2001 Oak Forest; 2003 Central Terrace (Winston-Salem); 2006 Leave; 2018 Retired

Keith Warren Bingham

Spouse: Rebecca
Probationary Member 1974
Ordained Deacon 1974
Ordained Elder 1977
Appointments: 1974 Student; 1976 Edneyville; 1980 Boonville-Mitchell’s Chapel; 1986 Archdale; 1992 Epworth (Concord);
2000 Memorial (Charlotte); 2007 Lewisville; 2014 St Stephen (Charlotte); 2018 Retired

Perry James Bradshaw

Spouse: Anna
Licensed 2001
Appointments: 2001 Cooleemee; 2010 Mt. Olive; 2014 Coburn Memorial - Main Street (Salisbury); 2018 Retired

Lynda Thomas Gail Briggs

Spouse: Richard
Licensed 1986
Probationary Member 1988
Ordained Deacon 1988
Ordained Elder 1992
Appointments: 1986 Wade-Hanna Chapel; 1990 Cummings Mem; 1994 Leave; 1995 Swannanoa-Tabernacle; 1996 Chaplain,
Guardians of Care/Nesbitt’s Chapel Associate; 1996 Chaplain Guardians of Care/EnglishChapel/Nesbitt’s Chapel Associate;
1997 Edneyville-Upward; 1999 Edneyville; 2001 First (Canton); 2003 Spruce Pine; 2008 Black Mountain; 2013 Leave;
2018 Retired

Betty Black Brown

Spouse: Thomas
Licensed 1996
Provisional Member 2014
Commissioned 2014
Ordained Elder 2017
Appointments: 2001 Denver: Brevard’s Chapel; 2010 Brook’s Chapel; 2014 Galilee- St. Paul’s (Kings Mountain); 2018 Retired

Michael Bruce Brown

Spouse: Alison
Licensed 1968
Probationary Member 1972
Ordained Deacon 1972
Ordained Elder 1975
Appointments: 1968 St Timothy (High Point); 1969 Main St Associate (Kernversville); 1971 Student; 1972 Student/
Gethsemane Associate; 1973 Student; 1974 Mt Lebanon; 1978 Center (Welcome); 1982 Stallings; 1987 Boone;
1992 Asheville: Central (Asheville); 1998 Winston-Salem: Centenary; 2009 Marble Collegiate Church, NYC; 2018 Retired

Daniel Leonard Brubaker

Spouse: Mary Joanne
Licensed 2002
Probationary Member 2008
Commissioned 2008
Ordained Elder 2015
Appointments: 2006 Banner Elk; 2007 Banner Elk-Liberty; 2018 Retired

Joyce Hatchett Bunn

Spouse: Dana
Licensed 1994
Probationary Member 1997
Ordained Deacon 1997
Ordained Elder 2004
Appointments: 1994 Education, Pisgah-Seagrove; 1997 Education, Hiddenite-Liberty; 1999 Leave/Rocky Springs; 2002 Leave/
HHCP: Carson's Chapel-South River; 2004 Leave/HHCP: Carson's Chapel; 2004 Lenoir: Trinity; 2008 Trinity: Fairview;
2011 New Salem; 2017 Central (Clyde)-Louisa Chapel (Clyde); 2018 Retired
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Richard Lee Cloninger

Spouse: Susan
Licensed 2007
Appointments: 2007 St Paul’s (Gastonia); 2010 Myrtle-Lowell/Smyre (Gastonia); 2012 Bethesda-Cramer Memorial-Lowell/
Smyre; 2017 Thrift (Charlotte); 2018 Retired

David Alfred Cook

Spouse: Miriam
Probationary Member 1996
Ordained Deacon 1996
Ordained Elder 1998
Appointments: 1996 Main St Associate (Kernersville); 1998 Harmony Grove-Sharon; 2002 Mitchell’s Grove (High Point);
2009 Fairview; 2014 Etowah; 2018 Retired

David Junior Duncan

Spouse: Frieda
Licensed 1979
Probationary Member 1982
Ordained Deacon 1982
Ordained Elder 1984
Appointments: 1979 Avery Parish Associate; 1980 Student; 1982 Mt Hebron-Centennial-Pisgah; 1983 Sulphur Springs;
1987 Dellwood-Shady Grove; 1991 Sardis-Reeves Chapel; 1992 Pine Grove (Kernersille); 1999 Mt Mitchell (Kannapolis);
2002 Hoyle Memorial (Shelby); 2005 Porter-Randall; 2006 Glen Alpine; 2012 Memorial-Patton; 14 Pisgah (Lincolnton);
2018 Retired

Donnie Benton Durham

Spouse: Deborah
Licensed 1980
Probationary Member 1987
Ordained Deacon 1987
Ordained Elder 1990
Appointments: 1980 Creston-Green Valley; 1984 Old Union-Worthville; 1988 Hiddenite-Liberty; 1997 Harmony-Clarksbury;
2001 Mocks; 2004 Unity (Taylorsville); 2011 Stony Point; 2018 Retired

Alfonza Everett

Spouse: Stephanie
Licensed 1996
Probationary Member 2002
Commissioned 2002
Ordained Elder 2006
Appointments: 1996 Chestnut Grove-Piney Grove; 1999 No Appointment; 2000 Bethel-Liberty Grove; 2003 Madison Circuit;
2006 Laughlin Memorial (Greensboro); 2009 Wells Spring-Mundy’s Chapel; 2013 New Goshen; 2018 Retired

Caroll Austin Flack

Spouse: Brenda
Licensed 1978
Probationary Member 1980
Ordained Deacon 1980
Ordained Elder 1983
Appointments: 1978 New Hope; 1981 Glenwood-Providence; 1986 Bethel-Palestine; 2000 First (Dallas); 2018 Retired

Phyllis Lamour Burke Glahn

Spouse: Kenneth
Diaconal Minister 1997
Ordained Deacon 2000
Appointments: 1997 Abuse Prevention Coordinator, KARE; 1998 Case Manager, Haywood Co Council on Aging/
Dellwood Assistant; 1999 Case Manager, Haywood Co Council on Aging; 1999 Pastoral Assistant, Dellwood; 2001 First
(Sylva) Associate; 2006 Personal Leave; 2008 Activity Director, Arbor Terrace; 2008 Activity Director, Brooks-Howell;
2011 Transitional Leave; 2012 Personal Leave; 2012 Mars Hill; 2016 Transitional Leave; 2016 St. Luke Deacon Associate
(Spartanburg Dist, SC Conf); 2018 Retired

Paul Kenneth Hacklander

Spouse: Ashley
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1980
Appointments: 1977 Maple Springs Associate (Winston-Salem); 1979 Trinity Memorial; 1984 Mars Hill; 1988 Leave;
1992 Bright Hope Laurel; 1993 Groce Associate; 1995 Acton; 2007 Andrews; 2009 Leave; 2018 Retired

10

Johnny O’Neil Haynes

Spouse: Donna
Licensed 1974
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1982
Appointments: 1974 Whittier Circuit; 1976 West Chapel (Asheboro); 1980 Plains; 1986 Bryson City; 1988 Montmorenci;
1992 Bell-Leicester; 1998 Snow Hill; 2005 Tryon; 2010 Cold Springs; 2012 First (Forest City); 2018 Retired

David Hughes Hobson

Spouse: Frieda
Licensed 1983
Probationary Member 1987
Ordained Deacon 1987
Ordained Elder 1990
Appointments: 1983 Albemarle Circuit; 1989 Toe Valley; 1994 Oak Hill; 1999 First (Forest City); 2006 Forest Hill (Concord);
2009 Highland (Hickory); 2011 Salem (Denver); 2016 Leave; 2018 Retired

Christopher Beaumont Hughes

Spouse: Gloria
Licensed 1976
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1980
Appointments: 2006 Village Church of Pfeiffer Univ; 2009 Transfer from Alabama-W. Florida Conference; 2009 Milford Hills
(Salisbury); 2010 The Foundation for Christian Formation; 2011 Clemmons Associate for Equpping Min and The Foundation
for Christian Formation; 2013 Clemmons - Bethel Cooperative Parish; 2014 Bethel & Foundation for Christian Formation;
2015 Bethel (Winston-Salem) - Centenary (Clemmons); 2016 Yadkinville; 2018 Retired

Guinnell Carroll Hunter

Licensed 2003
Appointments: 2003 Hickory Stand-Oak Forest Assistant; 2007 Oak Forest-Hickory Stand-Ledford's Chapel Assistant;
2018 Retired

Phillip McCray Hurst

Spouse: Diane Stamey
Licensed 1987
Probationary Member 1990
Ordained Deacon 1990
Ordained Elder 1998
Appointments: 1987 Ruffin; 1991 Stokesburg-Germanton; 1992 Plains; 1997 Pleasant Hill-Reeves Chapel; 2010 Tryon;
2018 Retired

Stephen David James

Spouse: Vivian
Probationary Member 1981
Ordained Deacon 1985
Ordained Elder 1989
Appointments: 1992 Transfer from New Mexico Conference; 1992 Wesley (Charlotte); 1995 Andrews/Cherokee Co Parish;
1998 Central (Concord); 2003 Myers Park Associate; 2008 Conference Director of Connectional Ministries; 2010 Conference
Director of Congregational Development; 2013 Steve James Coaching, LLC; 2018 Retired

Tony Jeffrey Jordan

Spouse: Wanda
Licensed 1973
Ordained Deacon 1976
Associate Member 1979
Appointments: 1973 Eldorado; 1977 Elbaton; 1985 Bethel-Marvin; 1993 Puett-Mary’s Grove; 1994 Puett; 1999 Center
(Greensboro); 2001 Gay’s Chapel; 2012 First (Maiden); 2018 Retired

Robert Lowell Kerr

Spouse: Linda
Probationary Member 1972
Ordained Deacon 1972
Ordained Elder 1974
Appointments: 1972 Mt Pleasant Associate;1974 Palmyra-Hickory Ridge; 1980 Christ Chapel-Ebenezer; 1984 Rolling Hills;
1986 Sardis-Reeves Chapel; 1991 Hoyle Mem; 1994 Morning Star; 1997 Main St (Reidsville); 2006 Rehobeth; 2018 Retired
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Kathleen Hughes Kilbourne

Spouse: Ed
Diaconal Minister 1995
Ordained Deacon 1998
Appointments: 1995 Education, St Stephen (Charlotte); 1997 Director, MCE Program, Pfeiffer University; 2006 Director,
MCE Program and Center Deacon Education, Pfeiffer University; 2010 Director, MAPT and Center for Deacon Education,
Pfeiffer University; 2018 Retired

Sally Lucius Overby Langford

Spouse: Andy
Probationary Member 1980
Ordained Deacon 1980
Ordained Elder 1984
Appointments: 1980 Student; 1981 Leave; 1982 Avery Parish Associate (Co-Pastor); 1984 Leave; 1986 Belmont Associate
(Tennessee Conf); 1989 Student; 1992 First (China Grove) Co-Pastor; 1999 St Stephen (Charlotte) Co-Pastor; 2003 Salisbury
District Superintendent; 2011 First (Gastonia); 2012 Assistant to the Bishop; 2015 Metro District Superintendent;
2016 Davidson; 2018 Retired

Thomas Anderson Langford III

Spouse: Sally
Probationary Member 1976
Ordained Deacon 1976
Ordained Elder 1979
Appointments: 1976 Student; 1978 Royal Oaks; 1980 Student; 1982 Co-Pastor, Avery Parish; 1985 Assistant General Secretary,
General Board of Discipleship; 1992 ChG: First Co-Pastor; 1999 St Stephen (Charlotte) Co-Pastor; 2003 Central (Concord);
17 Central (Concord) Co-Pastor; 2018 Retired

Ralph Jason Lepley

Spouse: Lynne
Licensed 1987
Probationary Member 1988
Ordained Deacon 1988
Ordained Elder 1990
Appointments: 1987 Friendship-Shady Grove; 1989 Mount Moriah-New Home; 1991 Forsyth-Stokes; 1992 Enka-Candler
Co-Pastor; 1997 Chapel Hill-Elmwood; 2000 Chapel Hill Station; 2001 Catawba; 2004 May’s Chapel; 09 Rose Chapel;
2018 Retired

Terry Lee Matthews

Spouse: Julie
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1979
Appointments: 1977 Student; 1978 Main St Associate (Kernersville); 1981 Student; 1984 Ardmore Associate (Winston-Salem);
1985 Student; 1985 Oak Summit; 1990 North Forsyth-Sunrise; 1999 Mount Zion; 2002 Central (Mount Airy); 2006 Maple
Springs (Winston-Salem); 2012 Central (Asheboro); 2016 First (North Wilkesboro); 2018 Retired

Stephen Walter Miller

Spouse: Robin
Licensed 2001
Appointments: 2001 Rockwood; 2013 Snow Hill-Iotla; 2018 Retired

Paul Nelson Milton

Orders Recognized from Congregational Christian Church 1976
Deacon 1976		
Ordained Elder 1982
Appointments: 1977 Empire Circuit; 1979 Holmes Grove-Peace; 1982 Bass Chapel-Collins Grove; 1988 St Paul-Wesley
Chapel (Reidsville); 1995 Union Memorial (Greensboro); 2001 Brooks Temple-St Stephen; 2009 St. Mark’s (Charlotte);
2013 Memorial (High Point); 2018 Retired

John Albert Moore

Spouse: Patricia
Licensed 1979
Probationary Member 1980
Ordained Deacon 1980
Ordained Elder 1985
Appointments: 1979 Empire Circuit; 1980 St Luke’s-St Mark’s (Asheboro); 1983 Mt Tabor-Celia Phelps; 1989 Holmes GroveLaughlin Memorial; 1991 Laughlin Memorial; 1994 Saints Home-St James; 1997 St Mark’s (Charlotte); 2004 Cokesbury
(Charlotte); 2009 Leave; 2018 Retired
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Bruce Edward Morasco

Spouse: Eileen
Licensed 2009
Appointments: 2009 Mt. Carmel (Lexington); 2018 Retired

Donald Alan Newman

Spouse: Brenda
Probationary Member 1985
Ordained Deacon 1985
Ordained Elder 1990
Appointments: 1985 Student; 1986 Director, Hispanic Ministry; 1987 Mt Hermon; 1992 Spencer Mem; 1994 Mount
Tabor; 1997 Gay’s Chapel; 2001 Oakley (Asheville); 2006 Center (Concord); 2011 Memorial (Charlotte); 2017 Woodmont
(Reidsville); 2018 Retired

Richard Scott Nowlan

Spouse: Julia
Probationary Member 1978
Ordained Deacon 1978
Ordained Elder 1982
Appointments: 1978 Student; 1980 Muir’s Chapel Associate; 1983 Centenary (Winston-Salem); 1990 West Market St Associate

Yvonne Thigpin Papas

Spouse: Peter
Diaconal Minister 1988
Ordained Deacon 1997
Appointments: 1989 Transfer from Louisiana Conference; 1989 Education, Broad St (Statesville); 1990 Residential Counselor,
Children’s Home; 2012 Leave; 2013 Personal Leave; 2018 Retired

Sybil Richardson Parks

Diaconal Minster 1981
Probationary Member 1997
Ordained Deacon 1997
Ordained Elder 1999
Appointments: 1997 Cherry St-Hiatt; 2001 First (Hendersonville) Associate; 2008 Love’s Walkertown; 2013 Gibsonville;
2018 Retired

Alfred Owen Peeler

Spouse: Mary
Probationary Member 1975
Ordained Deacon 1975
Ordained Elder 1978
Appointments: 1975 Student; 1977 Hickory Grove Associate (Charlotte); 1980 Sulphur Springs; 1983 Haywood St;
1987 First St (Albemarle); 1992 First (Granite Falls); 1997 Pleasant Grove (Charlotte); 2001 Wesley Memorial (Statesville);
2004 Lafayette St; 2009 Bethany (West Jefferson); 2018 Retired

Albert Odell Perkins

Spouse: Mary Lou
Licensed 1983
Probationary Member 1989
Ordained Deacon 1989
Ordained Elder 1994
Appointments: 1983 Brown’s Chapel-Mott’s Grove; 1984 Lowesville; 1994 St James-Tucker’s Grove; 2002 Tucker’s Grove;
2018 Retired

Mary Lynne Peterson

Diaconal Minister 1988
Ordained Deacon 1997
Appointments: 1988 Education (Clemmons); 1990 Education, First (Morganton); 1992 Education (Boone); 2005 Leave;
2005 St. Paul Min of Education (South Carolina Conference); 2008 Leave; 2009 New Beginnings (South Carolina
Conference); 2011 Leave; 2016 Minister of Spiritual Formation, Cherokee Springs (South Carolina Conference); 2018 Retired

Stephen Walter Pillsbury

Probationary Member 1998
Comissioned 1998
Ordained Elder 2000
Appointments: 1998 Central Associate (Monroe); 2000 Stallings; 2008 Center (Welcome); 2016 Trinity (Winston-Salem);
2018 Retired
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Marcus Steven Portis

Spouse: Janice
Licensed 1973
Probationary Member 1978
Ordained Deacon 1978
Ordained Elder 1981
Appointments: 1973 Student; 1976 Pine Woods; 1977 No Appointment; 1978 Oak Grove; 1978 Student; 1979 Hawthorne
Lane Associate; 1981 Ward St; 1984 St Mark’s (Belmont); 1986 Ebenezer; 1990 Flag Springs-New Hope; 1995 Cold Springs;
1997 Yadkinville; 2003 Bethel (Winston-Salem); 2005 Clemmons Associate; 2012 Bethpage (Kannapolis); 2018 Retired

William Douglas Pryor

Spouse: Elizabeth
Licensed 1999
Probationary Member 2002
Commissioned 2002
Ordained Elder 2005
Appointments: 1999 Rhyne Heights; 2002 Central Terrace; 2003 Oak Forest; 2006 Snow Hill; 2014 Friendship (Lexington);
2018 Retired

Larry Gene Puryear

Spouse: Linda
Probationary Member 1978
Ordained Deacon 1978
Ordained Elder 1983
Appointments: 1978 Student; 1980 New Salem; 1981 Gideon Grove-Palestine; 1983 Clinchfield-Nebo; 1984 Grace (King’s
Mountain); 1985 Student; 1987 Sulphur Springs; 1987 Chaplain, US Bureau of Prisons; 2008 Vanceburg (Kentucky
Conference); 11 Mead Memorial (Kentucky Conference); 17 Mead Memorial Kentucky Conference); 2017 Retired

David Gordon Raiford

Spouse: Barbara
Licensed 2005
Probationary Member 2007
Commissioned 2007
Ordained Elder 2010
Appointments: 2005 Pilot View-Shoals-Whitaker’s Chapel; 2010 Mt. Mitchell; 2015 Mount Pleasant-Tabernacle; 2018 Retired

Nancy Burgin Rankin

Spouse: Terry
Probationary Member 1983
Ordained Deacon 1983
Ordained Elder 1986
Appointments: 1983 Student; 1984 Mt Tabor Associate; 1987 Oak Grove (Charlotte); 1991 Central (Concord); 1996 Statesville
District Superintendent; 2001 University City; 2004 Conference Director, Congregational Development; 2008 Blair Road;
2011 Salisbury District Superintendent; 2012 Northern Piedmont District Superintendent; 2018 Retired

Stephen Joseph Ray

Spouse: Holly Ann
Probationary Member 1984
Ordained Deacon 1984
Ordained Elder 1988
Appointments: 2000 Sparta; 2002 Transfer from Western Pennsylvania Conference; 2004 Bethlehem (Claremont);
2010 Fletcher; 2018 Retired

Robert William Rollins

Spouse: June
Probationary Member 1980
Ordained Deacon 1980
Ordained Elder 1984
Appointments: 1988 Transer from North Carolina Conference; 1988 Aldersgate; 1989 West Market St Associate; 1991 Irving
Park; 1998 Broad St; 2004 First (Wadesboro); 12 First (Murphy); 2018 Retired

Robert Dean Roten

Spouse: Janis
Probationary Member 2006
Comissioned 2006
Ordained Elder 2014
Appointments: 2006 Zoar; 2008 Bethelview-Valle Crucis; 2011 Hopewell; 2015 Oak Grove (Charlotte); 2018 Retired

John Benson Rowe

Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1979
Appointments: 1977 Student; 1978 First (Newton) Associate; 1981 Fairview; 1984 Student; 1986 Davie; 1989 Counselor,
NC Baptist Hospital; 1996 Director, Pastoral Counseling and Consultation Group; 1997 Davidson Associate/Counselor,
Methodist Center; 2003 Davidson Associate; 2014 Pastoral Counseling, Psychotherapy, and Spiritual Direction; 2017 Retired
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Harry Douglas Sammons

Spouse: Jane
Probationary Member 1996
Ordained Deacon 1996
Ordained Elder 2003
Appointments: 1992 Cherry St-Hiatt; 1997 Antioch-Oak Grove; 2002 Advance; 2008 Pisgah (Winston-Salem); 2012 Dobson Oak Grove (Mt Airy); 2018 Retired

Robert Keith Scott

Probationary Member 1982
Ordained Deacon 1982
Ordained Elder 1985
Appointments: 1982 Jamestown Associate; 1984 Bethany-Macedonia; 1989 Higgins Memorial; 1996 Leave; 1997 Maple
Springs; 2001 Covenant Community; 2006 Leave; 2018 Retired

Patricia Spicer

Spouse: Charles
Licensed 2010
Provisional Member 2015
Commissioned 2015
Ordained Elder 2018
Appointments: 2010 Assistant Pastor of Adult Ministries, West Market Street (Greensboro); 2014 Snow Hill (Danbury);
2018 Retired

Jimmie Schenck Surratt

Licensed 2012
Appointments: 2012 Asheboro Circuit (Cox Chapel, Mitchell, St. Mark’s); 2018 Retired

Harvey Lee Talbert Jr.

Spouse: Meryl
Licensed 1994
Probationary Member 2000
Commissioned 2000
Ordained Elder 2003
Appointments: 1994 Covenant Associate (Charlotte); 1995 Lebanon; 1996 Antioch-Bethel; 99 Ebenezer (Belmont);
2002 Friendship (Fallston); 2004 Rose Chapel; 2009 Shiloh (Granite Quarry); 2011 Center (Catawba); 2013 Leave;
2017 Retired

Elizabeth Grady Taylor

Diaconal Minister 1990
Ordained Deacon 1997
Appointments: 1990 Education, Central (Charlotte); 1990 Transfer to North Carolina Conference; 1995 Transfer from North
Carolina Conference; 1995 Education, Clemmons; 2002 Leave; 2002 Education; 2007 Congregational Care/Adults Ministry,
Tucker: First (North Georgia Conference); 2008 Leave; 2008 New Bern: Centenary Ministry of Discipleship (North Carolina
Conference); 2011 Transitional Leave; 2012 White Plains Ministry of Adult, Lay, and Family Ministries (NC Conference);
2013 Queen St Deacon Associate (North Carolina Conference); 2017 Retired

John Laird Taylor Jr.

Probationary Member 1971
Ordained Deacon 1971
Ordained Elder 1976
Appointments: 1971 Student; 1973 Ruffin; 1975 Watauga; 1979 Surrendered Credentials; 1982 Readmitted; 1982 Benton
Heights-Smyrna; 1984 Table Rock; 1987 Mt Hebron-Centennial-Pisgah; 1991 Arbor Grove-Union; 1993 Antioch-Oak
Grove; 1995 Mill Grove-Zion; 1997 Porter-Randall; 1999 Trinity (Lexington); 2004 Memorial (Monroe); 2007 Bethesda;
2011 Wingate; 2015 Mountain Valley; 2018 Retired

Carol Williams-Gilbert

Spouse: George
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1981
Appointments: 1977 Student; 1979 Central Associate (Asheboro); 1981 Transfer to Florida Conference; 1986 Transfer
from Florida Conference; 1986 Hickory Grove-Sedgefield Lakes; 1989 Hickory Grove; 1991 West Market St Associate;
1995 Lebanon (High Point); 2000 Irving Park; 2005 Guilford College Associate; 2008 Lee’s Chapel (Greensboro);
2015 Milford Hills (Salisbury); 2018 Retired
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COMMISSIONING SERVICE
Friday, June 22, 2018 | 7:30pm | Stuart Auditorium

ENTRANCE

Introduction to the Video 	 
Rev. Donald Jenkins
 Call to Worship 	 
Rev. Joy Moss
Leader:
People:

Give thanks to God, and call upon God’s name!
For God is great, and God is here!

Leader:
People:

Spread the news of what God has done throughout the world.
For God is great, and God is here!

Leader:
People:

Sing praise, and shout for joy:
For God is great, and God is here!

Leader:
People:

Let’s worship God together!
For God is great, and God is here!

Adapted from https://re-worship.blogspot.ca/2013/10/call-to-worship-isaiah-12-3-6.html
There are two more worship symbols
utilized in the processional at
Annual Conference. In addition
to the crucifer and acolytes, Bible
Bearer is used to carry the Word of
God among the people. Scripture is
personal and written for all of God’s
children, not just to those appointed.
The shepherd’s staff, or crosier, has
symbolized the office of Bishop since
the 4th century when the first bishops
were brought forth to lead the Church.
Those called and elected to the
episcopacy serve under the Lordship
of Christ, the “Good Shepherd who
laid His life down for His sheep.”

 Processional Hymn 	 
Father, We Have Heard Your Calling
Worship & Song 3150
Words: Gareth Hill 2005 Hope Publishing Co.; Music: HYFRYDOL

 A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition 	 
UMH 607
Rev. Sue Anne Morris
All:

I am no longer my own, but Thine.

Leader:
People:

Put me to what Thou wilt,
Rank me with whom Thou wilt.

Leader:
People:

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed for Thee or laid aside for Thee,

Leader:
People:

Exalted for Thee
Or brought low by Thee.

Leader:
People:

Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things,

Leader:
All:

Let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Thou art mine, and I am Thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

Recognition of Newly Licensed Local Pastors 	 
Each candidate’s name is read
All candidates are addressed by the Bishop.
Bishop:

Rev. Dr. David Greene

Having successfully completed the Annual Conference Licensing School
and having been evaluated and approved by your District Committee on
Ministry, you come today to be licensed for the first time for service as a
local pastor.
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Will you devote yourself to the ministry of the local pastor? Will you
serve those committed to your care as Christ, hold yourself to the highest
ideals of the Christian life, uphold the vision and mission of The United
Methodist Church, and fulfill your obligation to pursue the required
training and education for United Methodist clergy?
Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Prayer for Local Pastors 	 
Bishop Paul Leeland
Holy God, who calls us all to love and serve you, we thank you, that you have
called these individuals into your service as local pastors. We give you thanks that
they have heard your call, responded, and prepared themselves to serve Christ
and the church in this way. Surround and uphold them by the power of the Holy
Spirit, equipping them with every good gift for the fulfilling of their vocation.
May they be unwavering in their dedication to you, bold in proclaiming and
living the gospel, humble and compassionate in leading your people, and faithful
with all that is entrusted to their care; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Prayer for Illumination 	 
Rev. Dr. Jamye Christy
Jonah 1:1-3a
Scripture 	 
Reflect on your own call: How is
God leading you to encourage our
newly commissioned women and men
Introduction of Preacher 	 
Bishop Paul Leeland
to prepare for a life of ministry?
Sermon 	 
“Anywhere But Nineveh”

Bishop Alfred Gwinn, Jr.

Musical Response to the Word 	 
Give Me Jesus

Amberly Johnston
Arranged by Moses Hogan

Introduction 	 
JoAnn Carter
Throughout Christian history, the church has commissioned people for leadership
and service. This commissioning is always a response to the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, who calls and sends women and men to share in Christ’s ministry. In the early
church in Antioch, the Holy Spirit instructed the community to “set apart…Barnabas
and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2).
In the early stages of such ministerial service, ordained leaders walk with commissioned
leaders to mentor and form them in Christ’s ministry, just as Ananias, the more
seasoned leader, guided Paul, the newly called evangelist, toward the fullness of his
calling (Acts 9). We gather here to commission men and women for ministry in the
church.

Presentation of Candidates 	 
The Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry presents to the bishop provisional
members to be commissioned:
I present for commissioning these persons who have been elected provisional members.
They have completed the educational requirements prescribed by the Book of Discipline,
and they come with the affirmation of their local churches, district committees
on ordained ministry, and the annual conference Board of Ordained Ministry.
Each candidate stands when his or her name is read.
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Cole Darren Altizer
Carrie Allison Carpenter
Luke Patton Christy
David Eugene Cochran III
Sharad Hasseini Creasman
Charles Stephen DiRico Jr.
Kelly Renee Dotson

Holly Dawn Evensen
Mary Elizabeth Gaston
Evan Wilson Hill
Amy Beth Hutchison
Bahekelwa Soph Imatha
Tamara Zarita McDowell Ingram
Jeremiah Lemuel Johnson

Wanda Gail Helms Lancaster
Gregory Ross Little
Caitlin Murray McAlhany
Joseph Thomas Precht
Kristen McCulley Surratt
Caitlin Margaret Tremper
Bryan Allen Wilson

After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing and face the bishop. The bishop says to the congregation:
Bishop:

By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge to serve as Christ’s
representatives in the world. Christ gave all of us this command: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers
into his harvest.” We have asked, and the Lord has answered. These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s
concern for God’s people, see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the
words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”
Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to declare in public their
desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding themselves to the service of God under the
supervision of the bishop and the guidance of ordained colleagues and by being appointed to share as servant
leaders in the body of Christ.
The Church has discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character, possessing the
necessary gifts and signs of God’s grace for this ministry. We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to
the commissioning of these persons. Do you trust that they are called by God’s grace, to be commissioned?

All:

We do so trust! Thanks be to God!

Bishop:

Will you uphold them in their ministry?

All:

With God’s help, we will!

Examination 	 
The bishop examines all candidates for commissioning:
Bishop:

A provisional member is bound to the service of God, appointed and supervised by the bishop,
and guided by ordained and lay colleagues in the Board of Ordained Ministry,
as they continue to grow in grace and to practice and perfect their skills in the ministries
to which they may later be ordained as deacon or elder.

Bishop:

This is the way of life and work of a provisional member.
Do you believe that God has called you to continue your preparation
toward ordained ministry in this way?

Candidates:

I do so believe.

Bishop:

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and
Savior?

Candidates:

I do so believe and confess.

Bishop:

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things necessary for salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and life?

Candidates:

I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.

Bishop:

Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to participate in the
life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?
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Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you give yourself fully to the work of God in the world and to servant leadership in the life and work of
Christ’s church?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you be faithful to The United Methodist Church, upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,
defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and committing yourself to be accountable with
those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

The bishop addresses the candidates:
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, that the work begun
in you may be brought to perfection. Amen.

 Hymn 	 
The Servant Song – THE SERVANT SONG

TFWS 2222
Words and Music: Richard Gillard, 1977

Commissioning 	 
Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer as each candidate is commissioned. Please,
properly observe this moment in silent and sacred respect.
The bishop, facing the congregation and extending arms over all the candidates, prays:
Bishop:

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and women to be apostolic
leaders in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, to understand and live the mystery
of your love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry.
Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry, together with all of your people, to
heal the sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.

All candidates will kneel together. For each candidate the bishop will pray:
Bishop:

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name. Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to
announce the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All in confirmation:		

Amen.

SENDING FORTH

Blessing and Benediction 	 
All but those being commissioned or recognized pray:
Almighty God,
may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants
and may the opportunity to serve
lead them into the fullness of your calling.
Clothe them with your righteousness,
and grant that they may glorify you
by giving themselves to others,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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This is a protest song from South Africa
and was sung by those protesting
against apartheid. It can still be sung
as a call for freedom, in solidarity
with those who are oppressed, or
simply as a commitment to living
in the light, love and power of God.
(from worshipworkshop.org.uk)

 Recessional Hymn 	 
We Are Marching in the Light of God –SIYAHAMBA

TFWS 2235
Word and Music: South African, 20th century

Recessional Voluntary 	 
Participants in the Service 	 
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Bishop Alfred Gwinn, Jr
Rev. Donald Jenkins
Rev. Dr. David Greene
Rev. Dr. Jamye Christy.
Rev. Joy Moss
Rev. Sue Anne Morris
JoAnn Carter
Keith Wilson
Jarvis Wilson
Amberly Johnston
Videos Produced By

Resident Bishop, Charlotte Area, Western North Carolina Conference
Bishop, United Methodist Church, Retired
St. Paul UMC, Winston-Salem, Yadkin Valley District
Salem UMC, Denver, Catawba Valley District
First UMC, Hickory, Catawba Valley District
Skyland UMC, Asheville, Blue Ridge District
First-Spray Charge, Eden, Northern Piedmont District
Lay Member, Board of Ordained Ministry
Conference Musician, Vocalist, Ben Hill UMC, North Georgia Conference
Conference Musician, Pianist/Organist, Atlanta, Georgia
Mt. Pisgah UMC, Greensboro, Northern Piedmont District
Ken Morgan, Worship Arts Pastor at Covenant Community Church

Processional Attendants 	 
Crucifer
Bible Bearer
Bible Bearer
Acolyte
Acolyte
Bishop’s Crosier

David Dotson
Will Little
Laurie Little
Claire Evensen
Chandra Caple
Rev. Dale Sneed
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Asbury-Dryman’s Chapel Charge, Smoky Mountain District
Matthews UMC, Matthews, Metro District
Matthews UMC, Matthews, Metro District
Moore’s Chapel UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
St. Stephen’s UMC, Madison, Northern Piedmont District
Saints Home-St. Andrew’s Charge,
Winston-Salem, Yadkin Valley District

Worship Notes 	 
Licensed local pastors are candidates for ordained ministry who, upon successful completion of the Annual Conference
Licensing School, and evaluation and approval by their District Committee on Ordained Ministry, are licensed
and appointed by the bishop to perform all the duties of a pastor in a particular local setting. Local pastors are not
commissioned or ordained but many are in the process toward commissioning and ordination. As such, they are required
to continue making progress in their education through college, seminary, or the course of study, and to receive an
annual evaluation by their District Committee on Ordained Ministry.
By the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the church has always sent persons into various forms of ministry and mission,
including specific service as missionaries, work team members, and certified workers in specialized ministries. One
aspect distinguishing the commissioning of provisional members from ordination of elders and deacons is duration:
Commissioning sends persons to a term of service, while ordination sets persons apart for lifelong service.
Commissioning may be compared to the experience of the early church in Antioch when the Holy Spirit instructed the
community to “set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2). The provisional
period and the mentoring relationship that characterize it can also be seen in light of the relationship between Paul and
Ananias (Acts 9) when the newly-called evangelist was guided toward the fullness of his calling by the more seasoned leader.
The act of commissioning provisional members:
•
acknowledges and affirms God’s call and the candidates’ response,
		
gifts, abilities, and training for servant leadership;
•
invokes God’s grace for true service;
•
credentials candidates to enter a time of evaluation of their
		
effectiveness for lifelong service as ordained ministers;
•
offers candidates the support of the annual conference.
Persons being commissioned have completed their formal education, been evaluated and approved by the Conference
Board of Ordained Ministry for provisional membership in the annual conference, been approved by the clergy session
of the annual conference, and are now appointed by the bishop.
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Saturday, June 23, 2018 | 11:00 a.m. | Stuart Auditorium

Prelude 	 
 Call to Worship 	 
Adapted from the Book of Common Worship, pp. 915-916
Rev. Juston R. Smith, Rev. Sarah L. Belles, Rev. Tae [Joseph] Kim
Rev. Juston R. Smith, spoken:
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made from things that are not visible.” (Hebrews 11:1-3)
People, sung:

“Easter people, raise your voices,
sounds of heaven in earth should ring.
Christ has brought us heaven’s choices; heavenly music, let it ring.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter people, let us sing.”
(Easter People, Raise Your Voices, #304, verse )

Rev. Sarah L. Belles, spoken:
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken
his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)
People, sung:

“Fear of death no more can stop us from our pressing here below.
For our Lord empowered us to triumph over every foe.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Onto victory now we go.” (#304, Verse 2)

Rev. Tae “Joseph” Kim, spoken:
“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing
it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with
them; those who are tortured, as though you yourselves
were being tortured.” (Hebrews 13:1-3)
People, sung:

The stanzas of the hymn “For All
the Saints” describe the common
life of all the saints: the credit due
to Jesus Christ for drawing us all to
Him, the strength and guidance we
continue to draw from Him, our joint
communion in Christ, the continuing
struggle against evil, and the coming
day when the dead shall rise and we
shall all worship together before God
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. No
matter what path each of us travels,
we all will enjoy the same glorious
eternal life. (from hymnary.org)

“Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song.
When in trouble move the faster to our God who rights the wrong.
Alleluia! Alleluia! See the power of heavenly throngs.” (#304, Verse 3)

 Processional Hymn 	 
For All the Saints – SINE NOMINE
UMH 711
Words: William W. Howe, 1864 (Heb. 12:1); Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
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Prayer of Confession – BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP 	 
Rev. Daniel R. Wilson
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

Let us pray.
In every age you have raised up men and women
to live and die in faith.
We confess that we are indifferent to your will.
You call us to proclaim your name,
but we are silent.
You call us to do what is just,
but we remain idle.
You call us to live faithfully,
but we are afraid.

All:

In your mercy, forgive us.
Give us courage to follow in your way,
that joined with those from ages past,
who have served you with faith, hope, and love,
we may inherit the kingdom you promised in Jesus Christ. Amen.

John Wesley recommended that
Methodists meet weekly with
approximately five people in a band,
where they would confess their sins
to one another. He said the bands
followed the command of God to
"confess your faults one to another,
and pray one for another that ye
may be healed" (James 5:16).
In worship, [we] confess our sins
before God and one another. When
we do, God forgives us and we receive
strength to be, in the words of Wesley,
"more and more dead to sin, (and)
more and more alive to God" (from
"The Scripture Way of Salvation").
(Excerpted from a feature by the
Rev. Joe Iovino of United Methodist
Communications, originally published
at UMC.org on Nov. 9, 2015.)

Altars could be natural objects or
Scripture Lesson 	 
Rev. Kyle L. Sigmon
man-made constructs. Four materials

Genesis 12:4-8

are recorded as being used in altars:
stone, earth, metal, and brick. To
build an altar to God is for the purpose
	 
of offering sacrifices to God. A sacrifice
is something that is set apart from its
“When It’s All Been Said and Done”
Words & Music by Jim Cowan
original usage and position in order
Rev. Tracy Love and Rev. Will Van Wieren
to be wholly for God. Listen for
what alters Abraham built and what
sacrifice he was prepared to make.
	 
Rev. Angel J. Christ

Anthem

Scripture Lesson

Genesis 22:9-14

Sermon 	 
“Altars of Faithfulness”

Rev. Jan Brittain

 Hymn 	 
Be Thou My Vision – SLANE - IRISH BALLAD MELODY
UMH 451
arr. Sterling Procter. © 2002 Highland Music Press.

The Naming of the Saints 	 
Following the reading of each name, a chime will ring out and a candle will be lit,
reminding us of the resounding holy light experienced through the lives of those who have
gone before. Family members and those who are friends and former church members may
stand as each name is read.
Readers:

Rev. Christopher Smith, Rev. Adam Love, Rev. Debra Swing,
Rev. Meredith Hinton. Rev. Zachery Christy, Rev. Josh Britton

Bells:

Rev. Corey Milliet, Rev. Joshua Kurtz, Rev. Dianne Johnston,
Rev. Karen Doucette, Rev. Jesse Smith, Rev. Bradley Hinton

Candles:

Rev. Aryn Williams-Ruebel, Rev. Jonathan Gaylord, Rev. Jerrianne Pyles,
Rev. Matthew Lawing, Rev. Dr. Patricia Spicer
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IN MEMORIAM: MAY 16, 2017 – MAY 15, 2018
Clergy and Diaconal Ministers

Charles Leon Adams................................................................................................................. October 14, 2017
James McCoy Armstrong Sr...................................................................................................... October 22, 2017
Roy Vance Bolyard Jr.............................................................................................................November 13, 2017
Miller Columbus Carter Jr............................................................................................................... April 7, 2018
Elijah Alexander Cockman............................................................................................................. May 10, 2018
Minnie Delores “Dee” Davis...................................................................................................... January 23, 2018
Mark Steven Denton...................................................................................................................... June 12, 2017
Rosser Lee Eakes....................................................................................................................... October 29, 2017
William Harold Faggart.................................................................................................................. May 18, 2017
Bernard Ray Fitzgerald............................................................................................................. February 22, 2018
Cornelius Holland...................................................................................................................... August 27, 2017
Thomas Maurice Huntley......................................................................................................... October 28, 2017
Lewis Bevel Jones III......................................................................................................................March 6, 2018
Robert Thompson McLawhorn............................................................................................. December 11, 2017
Joseph Crowell McMurry.............................................................................................................. April 30, 2018
Joe Thurman Melton.............................................................................................................November 26, 2017
Patt Joseph Miller............................................................................................................................July 29, 2017
Cecil Kenneth Myrick.....................................................................................................................July 29, 2017
Charles Glenn Powell Sr....................................................................................................................July 8, 2017
Ralph Lee Reed Sr..........................................................................................................................March 4, 2018
George Parks Robinson................................................................................................................March 12, 2018
Hugh William Russell Jr........................................................................................................ December 22, 2017
James Samuel White................................................................................................................. October 10, 2017
Robert Lee Witty Jr.......................................................................................................................March 2, 2018
Mary Ellen Strawbridge Yarborough.......................................................................................... January 13, 2018

Spouses of Clergy and Diaconal Ministers

Meredith Heinsohn Austin (Harold C. Austin)........................................................................... August 24, 2017
Carolyn Beam Branton (T. Ray Branton)....................................................................................... April 16, 2018
Nancy Jane Marlow Bunch (Robert P. Bunch)......................................................................... February 13, 2018
Doris Joan Evans Cockman (Elijah A. Cockman)..................................................................November 30, 2017
Jessie Bennett Norman Cook (Francis B. Cook)....................................................................November 10, 2017
Merle Elizabeth Smith Davis (Donald D. Davis)................................................................... December 28, 2017
Patsy Jean Bridges Davis (Benjamin F. Davis).............................................................................. January 4, 2018
Doris Humphrey Davenport Ferree (James W. Ferree).............................................................September 5, 2017
David Slane Finch (Margaret A. [Peggy] Finch)....................................................................... February 25, 2018
Patricia Ann Redmond Lanier (R. Sidney Lanier)..................................................................September 24, 2017
Raymond Gary Lawhorn (Dianne Donald Lawhorn)..................................................................... June 18, 2017
Michael Mae Roberts Lupton (Carroll C. Lupton Jr.)................................................................. August 22, 2017
Mary Powell “Mem” Luther (Joe E. Luther Jr.)............................................................................... May 25, 2017
Martha Patterson McPherson (Luther B. McPherson).............................................................September 7, 2017
Opal Carlene Henderson Miller (John James Miller)..................................................................... April 12, 2018
Mildred Marianna VonCannon Myers (Benny T. Myers)............................................................... April 13, 2018
Billie Brooks Pennington Reed (Ralph L. Reed Sr.)................................................................ December 23, 2017
Helen Prince Hughes Rice (M. Preston Hughes Jr.)...............................................................September 14, 2017
Myrtle Evelyne Craven Sims (Hugh D. Sims)............................................................................. October 8, 2017
Ina Lou Kearns Smith (C. Bryce Smith Sr.)...........................................................................November 10, 2017
Jean Weaver Stevens Stockton (Thomas B. Stockton).............................................................November 11, 2017
Audrey Hope Ballard Stroupe (W. Clifton Stroupe)................................................................... February 6, 2018
Joan Elizabeth Krider Weaver (A. B. Weaver).................................................................................... June 9, 2017
Gracealine Porter Whaley (Wilbur F. Whaley)........................................................................... January 22, 2018
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer 	 
Bishop:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Rev. Darryl D. Dayson, II:
Eternal God, we rejoice today in the legacy of these, your servants, and
above all, we rejoice in your amazing love and calling on our lives.
We rejoice that you continue to call us, and that you continue to inspire
our families to share our ministries with us in this world.
We rejoice that you have called us into a future with hope, and that you
have placed a charge upon us all. May we keep that charge,
and be faithful always.
Bishop:

Bless us all as we lead towards the future, to continue the work that has
been done and to expand upon it, to the end that your
Kingdom may come upon the earth. In joy and gratitude we pray
as Jesus taught us to pray…

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

When we pray together the prayer that
Jesus taught his disciples to pray, we
unite our hearts and voices with those
who have gone before for centuries.
There is a strength and comfort in
knowing that our faith unites us
with God and with one another.

 Closing Hymn 	 
Victory in Jesus – HARTFORD

UMH 370
Words: Eugene M. Bartlett, 1939; Music: Eugene M. Bartlett, 1939

 Blessing 	 
Bishop:

Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal
covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may do his
will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21)

The congregation is requested to remain at their seats during the recessional as the families
of those remembered are escorted from the auditorium. Following the service, the families
will receive greetings under the tent between Stuart Auditorium and Harrell Center.

 Recessional in Pipes 	 
Amazing Grace

Bagpipes

DEPART IN PEACE
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Worship Leaders
Presiding
Preaching
Musicians

Bagpipers

Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Rev. Jan Brittain
Jarvis Wilson
Keith Wilson
Rev. Tracy F. Love
Rev. William Van Wieren, III
Kathi Graham
Leisa Stamey

Resident Bishop, Charlotte Area, Western NC Conference
Williamson's Chapel, Mooresville, Metro District
Conference Musician, Pianist/Organist, Atlanta, Georgia
Conference Musician, Vocalist, Ben Hill UMC, North Georgia Conference
Trinity UMC, Kannapolis, Metro District
Pine Grove, Kernersville, Yadkin Valley District

2018 Deacons in Full Connection
Rev. Meredith A. Hinton
Rev. Matthew R. Lawing
Rev. Corey C. Milliet
Rev. Jerrianne C. Pyles
Rev. Kyle L. Sigmon
Rev. Debra C. Swing

Weddington UMC, Weddington, Metro District
CPE Residency, New Hanover Regional Medical Center, Wilmington
Matthews UMC, Matthews, Metro District
First United Methodist Church, Mt. Holly, Catawba Valley District
Faithbridge UMC, Blowing Rock, Appalachian District
First United Methodist Church, High Point, Northern Piedmont District

2018 Elders in Full Connection
Rev. Sarah L. Belles
Rev. Joshua O. Britton
Rev. Angel J. Christ
Rev. J. Zachery Christy
Rev. Darryl D. Dayson, II
Rev. Karen C. Doucette
Rev. Jonathan A. Gaylord
Rev. Bradley T. Hinton
Rev. Dianne R. Johnston
Rev. Tae [Joseph] Kim
Rev. Joshua D. Kurtz
Rev. Adam C. Love
Rev. Tracy F. Love
Rev. Christopher A. Smith
Rev. Jesse R. Smith
Rev. Juston R. Smith
Rev. Dr. Patricia B. Spicer
Rev. Aryn M. Williams-Ruebel
Rev. Daniel R. Wilson

Davidson UMC, Davidson, Metro District
Mount Shepherd Retreat Center, Asheboro, Uwharrie District
Gilboa UMC, Marshville – Peachland UMC, Peachland, Uwharrie District
Plains UMC, Canton, Smoky Mountain District
Trinity – Berry Temple UMC, Asheville, Blue Ridge District
Bethesda UMC – Haw Creek Commons, Asheville, Blue Ridge District
Providence – West Marion UMC, Marion, Blue Ridge District
Pine Grove UMC, Albemarle, Uwharrie District
Snow Hill UMC, Candler, Blue Ridge District
Lee’s Chapel- Carraway UMC, Greensboro, Northern Piedmont District
Jordan Memorial, Ramseur, Uwharrie District
First United Methodist Church, Landis, Metro District
Trinity UMC, Kannapolis, Metro District
Glenwood – Immanuel UMC, Greensboro, Northern Piedmont District
Huntersville – Reactivate UMC Charlotte, Metro District
First United Methodist Church, Gastonia, Catawba Valley District
Snow Hill UMC, Danbury, Yadkin Valley District
Long’s - Cruso UMC, Canton, Smoky Mountain District
Boger’s Chapel UMC, Concord, Metro District

Processional Attendants:
Acolyte
Acolyte
Bible Bearer
Crucifer
Episcopal Banner

Rev. Matthew Lawing
Rev. Aryn M. Williams-Ruebel
Rev. Joshua Kurtz
Rev. Dianne Johnston
Rev. Dr. Patricia Spicer

CPE Residency, New Hanover Regional Medical Center, Wilmington
Long’s - Cruso UMC, Canton, Smoky Mountain District
Jordan Memorial, Ramseur, Uwharrie District
Snow Hill UMC, Candler, Blue Ridge District
Snow Hill UMC, Danbury, Yadkin Valley District
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MEMOIRS
Clergy and Diaconal Members
May 16, 2017 – May 15, 2018

Charles Leon Adams

May 12, 1937 – October 14, 2017
The Rev. Dr. Charles Leon Adams was born May 12, 1937, in Elkin, N.C., to parents Isom Adams and Elsie Gunnell Adams.
He grew up in Mount Airy, N.C. He graduated from Mount Airy High School in 1955. He was a member of the varsity football
team, glee club, monogram club, and the YMCA. He was voted wittiest senior.
His home church was Central United Methodist Church in Mt. Airy. He was active in Sunday school and the Methodist Youth
Fellowship. In 1955, Adams was awarded a scholarship to Brevard College. There, he met Beverly Ussery, his future wife. He
transferred to, and subsequently graduated from, High Point College in 1961. He was a Christian Council member at Brevard
and a member of Delta Sigma Phi fraternity at High Point.
Soon after graduation, Adams was drafted and served two years in the U.S. Army. He taught Chaplain Assistant School at Fort
Dix, N.J. After his discharge from the Army, Adams worked for the New Jersey State Health Department as head of the Vista
Volunteers.
In 1966, Adams enrolled at Drew University in Madison, N.J. He became a probationary member of the Western North Carolina Conference in 1968. He
was ordained as a deacon in 1968, earned a Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1969, and was ordained as an elder and received into full connection in 1970.
Adams was the first supervising pastor in the conference. He mentored Duke Divinity School students who were student pastors while attending seminary.
He received his Doctor of Ministry degree in 1991.
Adams was a masterful Bible study teacher. His in-depth interpretation of the Scripture was evident. His goal was to reveal something new about God in
each of his sermons.
Appointments Adams served were: Reidsville Circuit, 1969-1971; Mayodan, 1971-1975; Rankin Memorial (High Point), 1975-1981; Skyland (Asheville),
1981-1985; St. Andrews (Charlotte), 1985-1988; Burkhead (Winston-Salem), 1988-1992; Groce (Asheville), 1992-1994; Mt. Pleasant (Kimesville), 19942003. He retired in 2003. The Adamses built a home at Stoney Creek in Whitsett, N.C., in 2003. Adams served six more years as assistant minister at
Rehobeth United Methodist Church in Greensboro. He held brief interim positions at Pelham and Gibsonville United Methodist churches.
Adams was active in the communities he served. He was president of the Mayodan Rotary Club. In High Point, he formed a non-profit organization and
received government grants that helped people pave driveways and make home repairs. He was board chairman of the Wesley Foundation Wake Forest
University and the honorary chaplain of the Kimesville Fire Department.
Charles and Beverly Ussery Adams were married March 24, 1962. They have two sons, Charles David Adams (Ted) and Joshua John Adams. Ted and
Kelly Richardson Adams have two children, Charles Richardson Adams and Anna Karen Adams. Joshua and Laura Miller have one son, Luke Miller
Adams. Adams adored his grandchildren.
A comment from grandson Richie: “Today I had to say goodbye to my best friend who was always there to support and get me through any difficult
situation. I know if there is anyone who will find his way into God's Kingdom it will be you. I love you Granddaddy.”
After a year of paralysis and confinement in hospitals, nursing facilities, and his own home, Adams passed away at Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro,
N.C., on October 14, 2017. His funeral service was October 19, 2017, at Gibsonville UMC in Gibsonville. Interment was October 20, 2017, at Floral
Garden Cemetery Chapel, High Point.
Adams would want his parting message to be: “God, with arms outstretched, will come out to meet you; Love never ends.”
Beverly Ussery Adams

James McCoy Armstrong Sr.
August 23, 1931 – October 22, 2017

James McCoy Armstrong experienced what he often called “the third birth,” passing from this life into eternal life on October
22, 2017. Born in Belmont, N.C., on August 23, 1931, he was the son of James Matthew Armstrong and Pearl Moretz Armstrong.
After graduation from Belmont Senior High School, he earned degrees from Pfeiffer College (Associate of Arts, 1951), Wofford
College (Bachelor of Arts, 1953), and Duke Divinity School (Bachelor of Divinity, 1956). He was licensed to preach in 1951,
ordained as a deacon in 1954, and ordained as an elder and received into full connection in the Western North Carolina
Conference in 1956.
Armstrong married the love of his life, Margarethe Hedwig Armstrong (Heli) on June 14, 1958. In addition to Heli, he is survived
by three sons, James McCoy Armstrong Jr. and wife Elizabeth Graves; Timothy Norris Armstrong and wife Faye, and John
Matthew Armstrong (Hans). Jim and Heli had four grandchildren, Amanda Armstrong Vaughn (Kenneth), Ashley Armstrong
Shaffner (Chris), Matthew Armstrong, and Maggie Armstrong.
Armstrong's “call to preach” was experienced early in life, and he would spend parts of seven decades answering that calling as a United Methodist minister.
Before his retirement from full-time ministry in 1991, he served the Tabernacle-Julian charge (Greensboro), 1956-1959; Tabernacle (Greensboro), 19591960; Thrift (Charlotte), 1960-1965; Trinity (Charlotte), 1965-1968; St. Stephen, (Charlotte), 1968-1974; Trinity (Kannapolis), 1974-1976; Hickory
Grove (Charlotte), 1976-1980; St. Luke's (Hickory), 1980-1987; First (Salisbury), 1987-1989; and Mt. Pisgah (Greensboro), 1989-1991.
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Armstrong moved to Lake Junaluska in 1992, where he was an active member of the Junaluska community, the Junaluska Crazies (Duke fans), and a
Realtor for more than 20 years. He especially enjoyed helping United Methodist clergy find their own place in property at Lake Junaluska. In January
1993, he agreed to “fill in” at Clyde's Louisa Chapel United Methodist Church. That relationship continued for 20 years, as Armstrong served as a retired
supply pastor. He preached his final sermon at Louisa Chapel on December 15, 2013.
Heli Armstrong was diagnosed with dementia in February 2012, and institutionalized in June 2012. In January 2014, Jim and Heli moved to the
Aldersgate United Methodist Retirement Community. Jim Armstrong continued to be “in ministry” there. One of the dining room staff told his sons
“your dad makes many of the people who are alone here feel special – at least a dozen women think he is their 'boyfriend' because he pays attention to
them.” An inherently social creature, Armstrong had a life's passion to reach people who felt alone, broken, and lost. He grew the kingdom at every stop
along the way.
In April 2015, Armstrong suffered a stroke that left him confined to a wheelchair for the remainder of his life. His pastoral ministry stretched over 57 years,
but his “ministry” spanned a lifetime that was rich and full and a vibrant, strong witness to the love of God in this world. He often said that there are some
things in this life worse than dying, and he experienced that, especially in the last months of his life. When the call about his passing came to his sons early
in the morning of October 22, their response was, “It is a sad day for us, but the best day our dad has experienced in a long time.”
A Celebration of Life service was held on Saturday, October 28, 2017, at St. Stephen UMC in Charlotte, led by the Rev. Dr. Russ Martin (retired, East
Ohio Annual Conference) and James McCoy Armstrong Jr. His remains were placed in the church's columbarium -- an appropriate final resting place, as
Armstrong was the church's founding pastor.
James McCoy Armstrong Jr.

Roy Vance Bolyard Jr.

September 18, 1941 - November 13, 2017
Roy Vance Bolyard Jr. was born in Charleston, W.Va., on September 18, 1941, the first of three children to Roy Vance Bolyard
and Edith Mathews Bolyard. He had two sisters, Elizabeth Ann and Rebecca (deceased). For more than 30 years of his life, he
was affectionately known to family and friends as “Bucky.”
His parents were active members of the Darlington Methodist Church, and Bolyard grew up as an active youth in his church. He
was an Eagle Scout and an officer in the West Virginia Methodist Youth Fellowship. He was a 1963 graduate of West Virginia
Wesleyan College, and he served as senior class president. Bolyard continued his studies at Duke Divinity School, where he
received his Master of Divinity degree and his Master of Theology degree with an emphasis in pastoral counseling. While at
Duke, he spent a year studying at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. He later completed a residency at the Marriage and
Family Center at Texas Medical Center in Houston. Bolyard was ordained as an elder in The United Methodist Church in the
West Virginia Conference in 1967. He transferred to the Western North Carolina Conference in 1975 and held a special appointment in marriage and
family counseling.
One of Bolyard's earliest moments of care occurred in November 1968. He was serving as a hospital chaplain when he was called to assist in a mining
disaster near Farmington, W.Va., where a mining explosion had trapped 79 miners. He took great care to minister to the families of the miners, as well as
other staff and volunteers who were assisting. One person, who claimed to be a pastor, came a week later to sell crosses that he claimed would rescue the
family members of those who bought one. Bolyard confronted him. The man said he was a minister and was staying. Bolyard responded, “I'm a minister
too. I was here first and you can go.” In a devastating event, Bolyard exhibited the love of Christ by exhibiting a lifelong love of caring for those in the
midst of pain and grief by living the words of Jesus, “when you have cared for the least, you have cared for me.”
Bolyard was employed at first as a therapist by the Guilford County Department of Mental Health, and then for many years, he operated The Counseling
Clinic -- his own practice in Greensboro. He was a member of the Order of St. Luke, an ecumenical organization dedicated to the Christian healing
ministry. Bolyard felt that his profession helped heal rifts in marriages and in families. At 56, he received the call to pastor a church. “If You can use me,
Thy will be done,” Bolyard said. He pastored Bethany United Methodist Church in Rockingham County and retired from Morehead United Methodist
Church in Greensboro in 2006.
Bolyard was always one to offer pastoral support to other pastors and would provide a safe place for them to share their frustrations.
Bolyard was married to Elizabeth Lee Kuykendall on August 28, 1964. Their first son, Charles Richard “Chip” and his wife, Kimberly, have two children,
James Atticus and Parker Ann. A second son, Joseph Vance “Joe” and his wife, Karen, have two children, Vance Joseph and Macy Jane. Bolyard later
married Marjorie Rehm Boles on January 26, 2003. Marge has four grandchildren of her own. Bolyard loved his blended family. The day before he died he
was able to call the little ones who live in Georgia and hug the ones who live in Summerfield, N.C., and tell them goodbye and how much he loved them.
Bolyard appreciated all of God's creation. He was proud of his participation in the 1963 March on Washington. He enjoyed hiking, camping, sailing,
and traveling. Among many of his travels were the “Journey with Paul” through Greece in 1998 and the Holy Lands in 1999. A sign in his backyard says,
“Official Wildlife Habitat.” Bolyard would stop his lawnmower, pick up a snake, and move it to safer ground. He spent his 76th birthday in intensive care
at Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center. For his birthday, he asked for a heated house for his feral kittens so that they would stay warm during
the winter. Bolyard had a good sense of humor and enjoyed his life to the fullest.
His death was due to complications caused by cancer. His funeral was held on November 17, 2017, at Leaksville United Methodist Church in Eden, N.C.,
with the Rev. A.C. Brock officiating. His final resting place is Forest Lawn Cemetery in Greensboro, N.C.
Marjorie R. Bolyard and A. C. Brock

Miller Columbus Carter Jr.
October 22, 1957 – April 7, 2018

Miller Columbus Carter Jr. was born and raised in High Point, N.C. He was the youngest child born to Miller C. Carter Sr. and
Oma Jane Capel Carter. He was preceded in death by his parents, sisters Vivian Caple Harris and Janet Carter Pegues, brother
Donald P. Caple, and his daughter, Tina McAnelly. Carter transitioned peacefully to the “Church Triumphant” at his home in
Charlotte with his beloved wife, Howalina, and daughter Rande by his side.
Carter attended Guilford County public schools and graduated from T. Wingate Andrews High School. He credited his parents
with providing him a firm Christian foundation in The United Methodist Church and The United Church of Christ; but at an
early age, he chose to join The United Methodist Church.
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Carter served in the U.S. Air Force for four years and was honorably discharged in 1980. After this brief military stint, he pursued higher education,
earning an Associate of Arts degree at Minot State University in Minot, N.D. (1982); a Bachelor of Science degree at High Point University, High Point,
N.C. (1994); and a Master of Divinity degree at Duke Divinity School, Durham, N.C. (1999).
On January 15, 1998, Carter married Howalina (Dale) Carter; his “Honey-Bunny.” After a nine-year, long-distance courtship, the couple married soon
after he began his preaching career. Howalina remembers fondly, “I knew him before he even realized he was being called to preach. I could write a book
about him!” They have one adult daughter, Rande Stacc Mendes and husband Joseph, and two wonderful grandchildren, Joey and Joelle.
Carter answered God’s call to pastoral ministry in 1991 under the guidance and leadership of the Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Brown and the Rev. John F. Epps.
He began pastoral service in The United Methodist Church in 1994, when he was licensed to preach. He served four pastoral appointments: St. Mary’s
(Trinity), 1994-1999; Smith Memorial-Harper’s Chapel Charge (Lenoir), 1999-2006; Metropolitan (Greensboro), 2006-2014; and Simpson-Gillespie
(Charlotte), beginning in 2014. He served Simpson-Gillespie admirably until his health forced him to step down in early 2018. While in Lenoir, Carter
was ordained as a deacon in 2000 and ordained as an elder in full connection in 2002.
His 23 years of pastoral service in The United Methodist Church also allowed him to serve on various district and conference boards and commissions,
including service on the Board of Ordained Ministry, the Committee on District Superintendency, the Conference Commission on Religion and Race,
and the Conference Administrative Review Committee. He also served as coordinator [president] of Western N.C. Caucus of Black Methodists for Church
Renewal. While in Greensboro, he also served as secretary of the Greensboro Cluster, an ecumenical clergy organization, and he served a term as president
of the board of directors of Triad United Methodist Campus Ministries Inc., which is now known as Wesley Foundation at East Market, Inc. He also sang
as a member of the Greensboro Cluster Choir. In addition to his sermons, he often shared his beautiful baritone voice from the pulpit as well.
In addition to being a dedicated servant and good shepherd to his flocks, Carter was a multifaceted man. He was an avid reader on many subjects, primarily
theology. He enjoyed and was fascinated by technology. And he was also a “people person.” He enjoyed bowling, visiting, and conversing with all, with a
special interest in youth. In May, Simpson-Gillespie UMC published a special, 10-page memorial newsletter in memory of Carter.
Carter was always a hard worker, one of the attributes he learned from his father. Carter’s philosophy of life proclaimed:
“I will work everyday as if it were my last. I believe there is urgency in our work for the Lord. ‘We must work while it is day, for the night is
coming in which no man may work.’ I will give of myself to glorify the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, because of my belief in two things: 1)
The Lord is soon to return; and 2) Only what we do for Christ will last. Therefore we must take seriously the work that must be done in seeking
and saving those who are lost.”
After his death, a family visitation and reception was held at Simpson-Gillespie UMC in Charlotte on Friday, April 13. A Celebration of Life service was
held at Memorial United Methodist Church in High Point on Saturday, April 14. The final resting place of his remains is Lakeview Cemetery in Guilford
County.
George Melvin Coates

Elijah Alexander Cockman
April 21, 1930 – May 10, 2018

First and foremost, with grateful hearts all glory, honor, and thanks are given to God for Elijah Cockman’s life of 88 years. God
weaved a beautiful story in his life. He was born to William Curtis Cockman, a Methodist minister, and Cora Lee Beane on April
21, 1930, in Asheboro, N.C. His mother died a short time after birth. His father later married Callie Belle King from Seagrove,
N.C.
Cockman earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Marion College, now Indiana Wesleyan University, in 1951. While at Marion
College, he met Doris Joan Evans of Conesville, Ohio, whom he married December 24, 1951. Also in 1951, he entered the
U.S. Army. In basic training, he received the highest rifle qualification award – the Expert Marksmanship Badge. After basic
training, Cockman served as a radio operator and chaplain’s assistant in Korea during the Korean War. In 1956, Cockman
earned a Master of Divinity degree from Asbury Theological Seminary. After his seminary education, he entered the U.S. Army
Chaplaincy. Assignments were to: Fort Benning, Ga.; Cleveland, Ohio; Fort McClellan, Ala.; Japan; Germany; and Vietnam. During the Vietnam War
from November 1966 to November 1967, Cockman served as the senior chaplain, 199th Infantry Brigade, and then he was assigned to the Headquarter
Chaplain’s Office, U.S. Army, in Vietnam. His military decorations include the Bronze Star and the Meritorious Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster.
He retired from military service in 1974 as a lieutenant colonel.
From 1974 to 1980, Cockman served as pastor of Greenwood Hills Wesleyan Church in High Point, N.C. In February 1980, he was received into the
membership of The United Methodist Church’s Western North Carolina Conference as an elder in full connection. Appointments were: Piney Mountain
and Davis Chapel, Pisgah Charge, 1980-1981; Haywood Street (Asheville), 1981-1983; Pleasant Grove (Thomasville), 1983-1988; Tryon, 1988-1991; and
Commonwealth (Charlotte), 1991-1994. Upon retirement from active ministry in 1994, he and his wife made their home in Hendersonville, N.C.
Cockman continued ministry beyond retirement serving at First United Methodist Church, Hendersonville, teaching the Almay Lee Cheves Women’s
and the Roy Johnson Men’s Sunday School classes. Prior to his death of natural causes on May 10, 2018, he taught his final Sunday school lesson to the
Johnson Men’s Class on April 29, 2018.
Cockman is survived by his son, Wesley Cockman, and wife Elizabeth; his daughter, Leslie Carol (Cockman) Merrill and husband Jay; four grandchildren,
Michael and wife Molly, Caroline, Wesley, and Samuel; great-grandson Nolan; brother John Cockman and wife Jane; two sisters, Sarah Myers and
husband Jack, and Virginia Speaks and husband Jackie; and one brother-in-law, Dwain Kitchel.
In acknowledgement of who God is, Cockman prearranged specific hymns that voiced God’s Providence, God’s Grace, and God’s Glory for his memorial
service on May 15, 2018, at Hopewell United Methodist Church, Sherrills Ford, officiated by the Rev. John Bryant. It was a beautiful service of worship
to our Lord and Savior and a celebration of Cockman’s resurrected life in Christ. Military personnel honored Cockman for his 20 years of military service
to our nation, presenting the family a folded flag and performing Taps. Cockman was laid to rest in the church cemetery beside his wife, Joan, and other
family members.
Scripture evidenced by his life and his encouraging word for how we should live is best stated in Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” A faithful and obedient servant, trusting God
in everything, Elijah Cockman was a true warrior for God and his family, finishing well, tough to the end.
Elijah Alexander Cockman, Wesley Cockman, and Leslie Merrill
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Minnie Delores "Dee" Davis
October 27, 1945 – January 23, 2018

Minnie Delores “Dee” Davis was born on October 27, 1945, to Johnny Davis Sr. and Minnie Watts Davis in Laurens, S.C.
Her active life, work, and ministry took her all over the country, from Illinois to Washington, D.C., Wyoming to Boston, New
Orleans to Western North Carolina, and finally back home to the Palmetto State, where she passed on Tuesday, January 23, 2018,
at St. Francis Hospital in downtown Greenville, S.C., not 40 miles from the place of her birth. A celebration of life was held on
Friday, February 2, 2018, and Davis was laid to rest at Pinedale Memorial Park in Piedmont, S.C.
Davis held a Bachelor of Arts degree from Northern Illinois University, obtained in 1967, and a Master of Business Administration
degree from the University of Chicago, obtained in 1973. This first career and life in the Midwest prepared her in unique ways
for a call to ministry, which came later and farther north. Davis was licensed to preach in 1989 and recognized as an elder by the
Wyoming Conference in 1991. She completed her Master of Divinity degree at Wesley Theological Seminary in 1992. Just a few
years later, she made her way to the Western North Carolina Conference.
Davis’ ministry in the Western North Carolina Conference began at the Newton Charge in 1996, and she officially transferred from the Wyoming
Conference on June 5, 1997. Davis was ordained as an elder in full connection in 1998. A lifelong learner, Davis studied at Furman University, Andover
Newton Theological School, and Boston University School of Theology in the late 1990s and early 2000s, deepening her knowledge of theology and
ministry and her commitment to kingdom work. During that time, she served the New England Conference at Boston’s Church of All Nations and at
Bolton UMC in Connecticut, southwest of Boston itself.
In 2003, Davis returned to Western North Carolina to serve the Hartzell Memorial-McQueen’s charge in Hickory, but not for long. Davis embodied a
statement attributed to John Wesley that the world was his parish, living out her commitment to the Western North Carolina Conference not only within
its bounds but also outside of them. In 2004, she relocated to New Orleans to serve with Faith in Action Ministries and the Napoleon Avenue Partnership,
engaging in community development ministry for which her background in business administration as well as her theological training had uniquely
prepared her. In 2006, she served on loan to the Illinois Conference and returned to her former home as an associate minister at St. Mark UMC, a vibrant
church on the south side of Chicago.
Davis went on leave of absence in 2007 and officially retired on December 31, 2009. She lived out her retirement and saw her final days in Greenville,
where her brother, Johnny Davis Jr., lived. Davis’ life and ministry took full advantage of the breadth of God’s grace and calling — as the Psalmist said,
“You gave me a wide place for my steps under me” (Psalm 18:26). Davis’ steps in following her call took her far and wide for the sake of the Gospel, and
now she has come home at last.
Sarah Howell-Miller

Mark Steven Denton

June 13, 1954 – June 12, 2017
Mark Steven Denton was born in Rowan County on June 13, 1954, to the late Roy Roartist Denton and Mary Evelyn Everhardt
Denton of Mocksville, N.C. He was the middle of five children. He, his mother, grandmother, and four siblings, Eunice, Gary,
Betty Jean, and Janet, shared fond memories growing up as active members of Liberty United Methodist Church in Mocksville.
Denton graduated in 1972 from Davie County High School. A variety of work experiences helped shape the man who later
became an ordained minister of the Gospel of Christ. Two other events also led to his decision to serve in ministry. Being a
20-year-old pallbearer at his paternal grandmother's funeral impressed upon him the finality of death. A short time later, Denton
had a conversion experience at a church revival.
After his conversion, he believed God wanted him to go to college. He attended Mars Hill College from 1976 to 1978 as an avid
student of history and religion. A desire to visit his oldest sister's family led him to drive to San Jose, Calif., where he attended De
Anza College from 1978 to 1979. He returned to Mars Hill in the fall of 1979 and graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1980.
Denton's love of California drew him to Mill Valley, where he attended Golden Gate Seminary overlooking the San Francisco Bay. He thoroughly enjoyed
his studies, especially making friends from other countries. However, at the end of the year, he told a professor that he was returning to North Carolina
“to meet a Southern girl.”
In the fall of 1981, he met Janet Christine Sligh of Hartsville, S.C., at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. They were married
May 15, 1982. They accepted a summer internship of church planting sponsored by First Baptist Church of Davie, Fla., in the Ft. Lauderdale Baptist
Conference. Denton preached a trial sermon and accepted the call to pastor a mission church in Rock Cave, W.Va. After receiving his Master of Divinity
degree from Southeastern in 1993, he served this small mission church for five months until Jan got sick and needed to return to her hometown doctor to
have surgery.
The couple returned to Mocksville and Denton's home church, Liberty, during the ministry of the Rev. Philip Cole. Denton soon began teaching Sunday
school and preaching occasionally at Cole's request. In early 1985, Cole asked Denton if he would consider an appointment with the Western North
Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church. He was licensed to preach and appointed as a local pastor to the Elbaton Charge (Elbaville, Bailey's
Chapel, and Fulton) in Advance, where he served from June 1985 to 1989. Denton was ordained as a deacon in 1987.
Denton then served Hopewell (Trinity), 1989-1990. He requested a leave of absence, 1990-1991, but he was asked to fill the pulpit at the Liberty-Concord
Charge after the pastor took a medical leave. Denton then served the Bethlehem-Salem Charge (Reidsville), 1991-1996. While serving in this appointment,
he was ordained as an elder and welcomed into full connection in 1993. Other appointments were: Bessemer (Greensboro), 1996-1998; Salem (Albemarle),
1998-2004; Mount Olivet (Lexington), 2004-2007; and Oak Hill (Marion), 2007-2011. He served on the district Committee on the Ordained Ministry
while serving at Oak Hill. He retired in 2011.
Denton died of a massive heart attack in his home on June 12, 2017, the day before his 63rd birthday. His memorial service was a gathering of family on
Saturday, June 17 at Liberty United Methodist Church in Mocksville, followed by visitation. Denton is survived by his wife, Jan; children Maria Aliher
Denton and Matthew Thomas Denton; a daughter-in-law, Kayla Rhinehart Denton; and grandchildren Emily and Grayson. A third grandchild, Zachary,
was born in October 2017. Also surviving are Denton's siblings: Eunice Maynard (Robert), Gary, Betty Travis (Bob) and Janet Denton (Phil); and nieces
and nephews.
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Denton was passionate in his preaching of Christ's Gospel. Many shared their appreciation of his historical knowledge, saying he made the Bible “come
alive.” They also complemented his faithfulness in visitation. He especially enjoyed serving through prison ministries and food ministries with the
homeless. His favorite quote was from John Wesley: “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, at all the times you can,
to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”
Jan Denton

Rosser Lee Eakes

February 27, 1931 – October 29, 2017
The Rev. Rosser Lee Eakes, 86, of Horseshoe, N.C., passed away on Sunday, October 29, 2017. A native of Nash County, N.C.,
he was the son of the late Nathaniel Wesley Eakes and the late Mary Jane Perry Eakes.
He served in the U.S. Marine Corps, spending a year in Korea. He graduated from Baptist Bible Seminary in 1957, completing a
three-year Bible study course. He also earned a Bachelor of Theology from Piedmont Bible College in 1966 and a Master of Arts
from Bob Jones University in 1967. Eakes married Virginia Lee Fish on June 9, 1956.
He served as pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Mills River, N.C., for 10 years, and then he pastored Dotson Chapel United
Methodist Church and Hills Union Circuit in the Holston Conference from 1990 to 1996 before retiring. After his retirement
in 1996, he moved back to North Carolina, where he served English Chapel United Methodist Church in the Pisgah National
Forest for 20 years. He preached his last sermon there at age 86.
His loving survivors include his wife of 61 years, along with his children, Shelley Fore and husband Joe of Surgoinsville, Tenn., Laurie Brock and
husband Terry of East Flat Rock, N.C., Kirk Eakes and wife Cheryl of Hendersonville, N.C., and Shari Eakes and husband Andy Brittain of Mills River;
grandchildren Jeremy Fore and wife Jami, Adam Fore and Gabe Brittain; and great-grandchildren Lilly Fore and Conner Fore. In addition to his parents,
he was also preceded in death by two sisters and five brothers.
Eakes' memorial service was held on Sunday, November 12, 2017, at English Chapel UMC with the Rev. Evelyn Patterson officiating. Several friends who
had been a part of his ministry spoke, including Joe Shatto, Kitty Wright, Frankie Edmonds, Don Bremmer, George Williams, and Lyndon Clayton. His
great-grandchildren sang "He Leadeth Me".
Eakes' greatest desire in life was to preach and teach the Word of God. It was a sad day for him when he had to retire, but he continued to attend church
until he was no longer able. On behalf of my husband, I want to say that we are thankful for all the congregations we have been a part of. We have been
blessed! We praise and thank our Father in Heaven for allowing us to serve Him all these years. What a blessing it has been!
Virginia Lee Eakes

William Harold Faggart

September 26, 1928 – May 18, 2017
The Rev. William “Bill” Harold Faggart was a beloved husband, father, professor, pastor, and friend. Jesus witnesses to us in
scripture that true leadership is marked by humility and loving service. Bill Faggart most certainly embodied this Christ-like
servant leadership throughout his 88 years of life. He is remembered as a selfless man, who was deeply committed to his faith and
who led with a quiet strength. He passed away on Thursday, May 18, 2017, at his home in New London, N.C., after a courageous
fight against cancer.
Faggart was born September 26, 1928, in Kannapolis, N.C. He was the son of William Dixon and Vera Pence Faggart and
brother to Melvin P. Faggart and Doris F. Gillon, all of whom preceded him in death. As Faggart entered into eternal glory, he
was also reunited with his cherished daughter, Susan Diane Faggart. He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Dorothy Benfield
Faggart of the home, and his dog, Taz, as well as his nephews, Phil Faggart and Whit Gillon.
Faggart met his wife, Dot, in their hometown of Kannapolis. They were married June 17, 1949. In his early adult life, Faggart was a private first class in
the U.S. Marine Corps, serving on the USS Shangri-La in the South Pacific. He was in Operations Crossroads, the 1946 atomic bomb test at Bikini Atoll.
After completing his service, he worked as a brick mason and became a Methodist minister in 1952. He served Shiloh Methodist Church in Concord,
N.C. Bill and Dot’s daughter, Susan, was born during his Shiloh appointment.
Faggart graduated from Pfeiffer College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1960 and then went on to Duke University to earn his Bachelor of Divinity
degree in 1963. While at Duke, he served as a student minister at Bellemont Methodist Church in Burlington. In 1963, he entered into full connection
with the Western North Carolina Conference and began serving at Wesley Chapel Methodist Church in Misenheimer, N.C. Wesley Chapel fondly
remembers Faggart as a pastor who led them with courage and compassion when their church building burned down. Through his remarkable leadership,
the church was able to rebuild, debt-free, in two years. Faggart attended Wesley Chapel UMC in his retirement.
Faggart continued to serve the Misenheimer community after he became Pfeiffer University’s chaplain. In 1971, he received a master’s degree in social
studies from Appalachian State University and began serving as a professor of sociology at Pfeiffer. Throughout his years of teaching, he also lent his
pastoral gifts to the local church. He served in preaching and interim positions in local churches, including New London and Oakboro United Methodist
churches. He continued to teach and serve within the Methodist ministry as an educator until he retired in 1992. His ministry at Pfeiffer University led
many individuals to discern their own calls to pastoral ministry. Faggart was a beloved mentor to young clergy throughout his life. Even into his last year
of life, he mentored young men in middle school for their confirmation experience. He touched so many lives through his discipleship, his preaching, his
teaching, and his mentoring.
Faggart loved woodworking, musical instruments, and furniture. He made handcrafted instruments and played beautiful music. When looking back at his
life, his beloved wife, Dot says, “He was a Marine, he was a brick mason, he was a preacher, a professor, a storyteller, and a musician. Most of all, he was a
good man.” Friends and family celebrated his life and the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Sunday, May 21, 2017 in Albemarle, N.C.
Nikki Raye Rice
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Bernard Ray Fitzgerald

October 28, 1924 – February 22, 2018
The Rev. Dr. Bernard Ray Fitzgerald was born on October 28, 1924, in Lexington, N.C. As the son of the Rev. Joseph W.
Fitzgerald and Ruth Klutz Fitzgerald, he grew up in parsonages across the Western North Carolina Conference of The United
Methodist Church.
Fitzgerald graduated from Central High School in Charlotte in 1942, Wofford College in 1949, and Duke University in 1954.
He did graduate studies at the University of Edinburgh in 1950 and was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from
High Point University in 1976. He was licensed to preach in 1947, ordained as a deacon in 1952, and ordained as an elder in 1954.
While attending Wofford College, Fitzgerald served Saluda Methodist Church, 1946-1950. While a student at Duke University,
he served Pinnacle Methodist Church, 1950-1953. Fitzgerald served Groce (Asheville) as an associate, 1953-1957. Other
appointments were: Mouzon (Charlotte), 1957-1963; First (Lincolnton), 1963-1967; Providence (Charlotte), 1967-1970; Wesley
Memorial (High Point), 1970-1979; Asheville District superintendent, 1979-1981; Charlotte District superintendent, 1981-1983; Myers Park, 1983-1991.
He retired in 1991. After retirement, he was asked to serve an interim appointment at Matthews United Methodist Church.
Fitzgerald's service to the community included serving the board of directors for the American Red Cross and Crisis Assistance Ministry in Charlotte,
board of trustees for Brevard College, and board of visitors for Aldersgate Retirement Community. Fitzgerald received a distinguished service award from
the National Association for Mental Health, and he served as president of the Edward R. and Lucille P. Giles Foundation.
In 1956, Fitzgerald married Carol Jean Crockett. After 59 years of marriage, Carol died in 2016. Bernard and Carol are survived by their four children,
Daniel Fitzgerald and wife Patricia, Sarah Fitzgerald, John Fitzgerald and wife Christine, and Michael Fitzgerald.
Fitzgerald died on February 22, 2018. A service glorifying God and celebrating his life was held at Myers Park United Methodist Church in Charlotte on
March 3, 2018. He was a wonderful father, a faithful husband, a strong preacher, a loving grandfather, and a servant of Jesus Christ.
John Fitzgerald

Cornelius Holland

February 9, 1933 – August 27, 2017
The Rev. Cornelius Holland went home to be with his Lord on Sunday, August 27, 2017, after a long, fruitful life. Born on
February 9, 1933, in Randolph County to Daniel and Una Mary Evans Holland, he was the eldest son among his nine siblings:
Willie Mae, Richard, Eleanor, Leo, Joseph, Susie, Tony, India Diane, and Charlie. He was predeceased by his parents and siblings
Eleanor, Leo, Susie, and Charlie, as well as an infant granddaughter, Alicia Jean Holland.
On December 30, 1950, Holland and the former Juanita Bernice Ashworth were married in a ceremony witnessed by their
mothers. This marriage would last 67 years. The couple gave birth to seven living children: Gerald Wayne Holland (Patra), Edwin
Reginald Holland (Debbie), Teresa Holland Williams (Richard), Alan Gregg Holland, Timothy Neal Holland (Mary), Paula
Lynette Holland Gayman (Rickie), and Anita Sheryl Holland Blue. Holland's quiver would eventually hold 20 grandchildren, 20
great-grandchildren, and seven great-great grandchildren.
After many years of faithful church membership at Bethel United Methodist Church in Archdale, N.C., Holland answered his call into the ministry.
His preparation for ministry included attendance at the Course of Study at Duke Divinity School from 1968 to 1972, as well as earning a Bachelor of
Arts degree in 1982 at High Point College, now known as High Point University. He was ordained as an elder in 1993 in the Western North Carolina
Conference.
With ministry that spanned 49 years, Holland was committed to The United Methodist Church and the Western North Carolina Conference. His
pastorate service included: Randleman-St. Peter's, 1971-1972; Collins Grove-Holmes Grove, 1972-1974; St. Mary's, 1974-1975; Collins Grove-St. Mary's,
1975-1976; Bass Chapel-Peace-Collins Grove, 1976-1977; Bass Chapel-Collins Grove, 1977-1982; New Goshen, 1982-1988; Port City, 1988-1991; and
Hartzell Memorial-McQueen's Chapel, 1991-2003. After retirement in 2003, Holland served Lovell's Chapel, 2009-2010. His retirement gave him the
opportunity to indulge his love of farming and visiting several churches each Sunday. He was a frequent attendee at his beloved Bethel United Methodist
Church, even though it was a two-hour drive from his home.
Holland was completely engaged in the Hickory-Conover community as an activist. He was twice awarded the Key to the City of Hickory for his service
and was recognized by several civic organizations for his dedication as an elder statesman. He had a passion for those who were battling addictions. His
advocacy for funding provided the foundation and facilitation of the work of Exodus House. Believing in partnerships, he initiated a community- wide
Saturday breakfast with the Rev. Paul Christy Sr. of First United Methodist Church of Hickory, N.C. Holland enjoyed organizing and serving as lead cook
for this weekly event. His continued leadership in fundraising for Bennett College in Greensboro, N.C., was recognized by The United Negro College
Fund.
Holland's joy was his extended family and the accomplishments of his children. Often quoting the elders in his family, he was a prolific storyteller and
memory keeper. His appreciation for the common man made him a trusted confidant and friend. Known as a pastor's pastor, he mentored many other
pastors and enjoyed their friendship and fellowship. His love of singing and preaching made him a favored speaker and guest at special services. May the
work he has done speak for him.
Teresa Holland William
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Thomas Maurice Huntley
April 26, 1954 – October 28, 2017

The Rev. Thomas Maurice Huntley, known to all who knew him as “Maurice,” entered into eternal rest at Guilford Health Care
in Greensboro, N.C., on October 28, 2017.
Huntley was born to the late Willie Vernon Huntley and Olivia Simon Huntley on April 26, 1954. He graduated from Walter
Hines Page High School in Greensboro. Not only was he a track star, he excelled in football, basketball, cross country and even
sang in the choir while in high school. He earned a full scholarship in track to East Carolina University. There, he served as
national chaplain to the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
Huntley began his journey into servant leadership with an internship at St. Matthews United Methodist Church in Greensboro.
He graduated from Duke University Divinity School in 1979. He was ordained as a deacon in the Western North Carolina
Conference in 1977 and as an elder in full connection in 1981.
Huntley served in the following appointments: Holmes Grove (Greensboro), 1977-1978; St. Andrews (Greensboro), 1978-1981; Memorial (High Point),
1981-1984; Brooks Temple (Midway) and St. Stephen (Lexington), beginning August 1984 to 1988. His health began to decline as he was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis in 1980 and was only given three years to live.
With his strong faith, Huntley knew that the Great Physician was in charge of his prognosis. He continued offering everyone his winning smile and a
desire to remain abreast of what was going on in the life of the Church and in the Western North Carolina Conference. He had a way of being a blessing
and comfort to all who came to visit him at home or at Guilford Health Care. While this dynamic preacher and leader did not get to serve in the way he
would have desired, his service was steadfast and unmovable. He was loved by his congregations and respected by his colleagues.
A Celebration of Life was held on Saturday, November 4, 2017, at St. Matthews United Methodist Church in Greensboro, N.C. Huntley leaves to cherish
his memory his loving mother, Olivia S. Huntley; a devoted daughter, Tamica H. Smith and son-in-law Rico M. Smith; three grandsons, Rico M. Smith
Jr., Rico M. Smith III, and Nasir M. Smith; three granddaughters, Shaqkera Q. Smith, NaKyla A.M. Comer, and R'Eyona M. Smith; one sister, Hellena
Tidwell and brother-in-law Isaiah Tidwell; one brother, James O. Huntley; one aunt, Jessie S. Smith; and a host of nephews, nieces, cousins, and friends.
Many lives were enriched by the life and ministry of Thomas Maurice Huntley. He will forever be remembered as his legacy of love, compassion, service,
laughter, and faith in God live on. Be at rest my friend, and we will see you in that Great Morning.
Arnetta E. Beverly

[Eulogy Author]

Robert Thompson McLawhorn
July 27, 1945 – December 11, 2017

The Rev. Dr. Robert Thompson McLawhorn finished his faith journey on December 11, 2017, after fighting a persistently
reoccurring malignancy for six years. He refused to give illness control of his life. He continued to teach and serve under episcopal
appointment until his death. He won every battle he fought with cancer, including through Christ his final victory over death
at the Kiser Hospice House in Salisbury, N.C. A Service of Death and Resurrection was held at New Mount Vernon United
Methodist Church on December 16, 2017, with the Rev. N. Fred Jordan Jr. officiating.
McLawhorn was born July 27, 1945, in Cabarrus County to Bob Roudy and Hellen Thompson McLawhorn. He had one sister,
Linda McLawhorn Andrews. On January 1, 1967, he married Barbara Janice Fowler at Newton's First United Methodist Church,
and they had three sons, Robert Bradley, David Lee, and Brian Daniel.
McLawhorn was a lifelong learner. His higher education began at Pfeiffer University, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
1968. While at Pfeiffer, he received a license to preach, but he withdrew from pastoral ministry in 1969 after a student appointment at Albemarle's Wade
United Methodist Church. Over the next decade, he worked in vocational rehabilitation, in his father-in-law's hosiery business, in accounting, and as a
Boy Scout field executive. Finally, the call to ordained ministry could not be ignored. He returned to school and earned the Master of Divinity degree at
the Duke Divinity School in 1992 and a Doctor of Philosophy from LaSalle University in 1997.
McLawhorn was ordained as a deacon in 1991 and as an elder in 1996 in the Western North Carolina Conference. During his student days at Duke, he
served Concord United Methodist Church in the North Carolina Conference, 1991-1993. His appointments in the Western North Carolina Conference
included: Bethel-Marvin, 1993-1996; Dulin-Smith Grove, 1996-2001; Woodleaf-South River, 2001-2002; Central (Spencer), 2002-2008; Mouzon
(Charlotte), 2008-2009; Central Terrace (Winston-Salem), beginning December 2009-2011; Temple Hill-Roaring River, 2011-2012; and New Mount
Vernon, 2012-2017. He retired in 2016 but continued to serve New Mount Vernon as a retired supply pastor until his death in 2017.
In addition to his love of his family and pastoral ministry, McLawhorn loved to teach. For many years, he spent his spare time on the adjunct faculty of
Hood Theological Seminary. He liked to “mess with the minds” of his students. There was a cantankerous bluntness about McLawhorn that could provoke
insightful responses. He challenged his students and his church members to think for themselves. He believed it is up to every person to embrace new ideas
and accept new challenges so that they do not totally miss the greatness of what God is doing in our world today.
McLawhorn was a very private person. He avoided praise and public recognition. He didn't even want his obituary published in the newspaper. Yet, his
legacy of learning and serving lives on in the lives of those who knew him. McLawhorn embraced God's greatness and finished his faith journey as a
dedicated disciple of Jesus Christ.
N. Fred Jordan Jr
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Joseph Crowell McMurry
June 5, 1932 – April 30, 2018

During his eight-year tenure on the Western North Carolina Conference’s Board of Ordained Ministry, Joe McMurry became
well known to candidates seeking ordination as “that guy” who, during the interview, would lean across the table, look them in
the eye and say, “Do you believe God makes tornados?” While the question was at first disconcerting to candidates, the reality was
that McMurry was challenging them with a question much deeper than most of them had wrestled with in seminary. His query to
them was, “Are you ready to communicate the greatest message in the history of the Universe in such a way that it is relevant to the
people who have been entrusted into your care?” Having grown up in the tornado belt of North Carolina, McMurry understood
all too well what it meant to be consistently confronted with a reality as daunting as a tornado and the need for people to find
hope from their God in the face of it. In every sense of the word, McMurry was a “pastor.” In the pulpit, in his home, in whatever
community he happened to live, he exhibited his faith in such a way as to draw others closer to the savior he had accepted as the
guiding force of his life.
Born in Belwood on June 5, 1932, McMurry was one of five children born to the late Robert Lee McMurry and Selma Miller McMurry. He was baptized
in the Kadesh Methodist Church South and educated in the Cleveland County public schools. Upon his graduation from Belwood High School, he
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and served four years during the Korean Conflict. After his military commitment ended, McMurry returned to North
Carolina where he married Beverly Christy in 1958. It was while living in Charlotte and attending Covenant Methodist Church that McMurry felt
the call to ministry and Beverly agreed to join with him in the leap of faith. With a growing young family, in 1961 McMurry took the first step toward
ministry by earning a license to preach and being assigned the church start-up of Deerfield Methodist Church in Boone while attending Appalachian
State University. In 1964, Banner Elk Methodist Church was added to his ministerial duties. In 1965, McMurry graduated from ASU with a Bachelor of
Science in history and enrolled in the Duke University Divinity School. While at Duke, he was appointed as the student pastor of the Haw River Circuit
in the Greensboro District. Graduating from Duke in 1970, McMurry continued serving in these appointments: Boulevard (Statesville), 1971-1979;
Bethpage (Kannapolis), 1979-1984; and Myers Memorial (Gastonia), 1984-1994. In each appointment, McMurry had a unique way for identifying with
the people in his congregation as well as those in the community. At Boulevard, he organized softball teams and Sunday School classes for the boys who
lived in the church’s neighborhood. At Myers Memorial, he led a growing congregation in a major building program which included construction of a
new sanctuary. During his tenure in Gastonia, McMurry was recognized by Pfeiffer University for his outstanding years of ministry when that institution
awarded him an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree in 1991. While McMurry was an extremely able preacher, the thing that most defined his ministry
was his relationships with people. He instilled trust in others, and they easily came to him for counsel. The ability that he had for sizing up situations and
bringing about resolution helped many people, including young pastors whom he readily took under his wing.
In 1994, McMurry received retired status and went to what he called “the best appointment in the Western North Carolina Conference.” He moved back
home to Belwood, where he and Beverly had purchased a farm. There on his porch, Joe could sit next to Beverly and watch his cows while receiving visits
from one of their four children, Christy, Leanne, Steve, and Dale, along with their spouses and the grandchildren. It was back in Belwood that McMurry
could once again be surrounded by his relatives and attend the church of his childhood, Kadesh UMC. It was here that he organized and led a young adult
Sunday School class and did everything in his power to nurture the novice pastors who were appointed to that congregation. It was in the Kadesh Church
on Thursday, May 3, 2018, that many of those whose lives had been touched by Joe McMurry packed the church to pay their respects to a life well lived.
The Acoustic Syndicate, a band which includes the McMurrys’ son, Steve, as a member, has a song titled, “The Pilot.” Within the lyrics of that song is a
line that says, “A common love for an uncommon man.” On that day, everyone had been drawn to that place for their common love of an uncommon
man who had given so much to so many.
On April 30, 2018, after a long struggle with fading health and surrounded by family, McMurry transferred from the best appointment in the Western
North Carolina Conference to the best appointment in eternity. He was a man who dedicated his life to Christ, and his passion to care for others will
continue to serve as a guiding light for those who were fortunate enough to have been a part of his journey here on earth.
Stephen D. Haines

Joe Thurman Melton

June 28, 1916 – November 26, 2017
The Rev. Joe Thurman Melton of Lincolnton, N.C., passed away on November 26, 2017, at age 101. He was surrounded by his
son, daughter, and the caregivers who loved him dearly at Peak Resources of Cherryville.
Melton began his life in the small rural community of Bostic, N.C., on June 28, 1916. He grew up on a farm with his parents,
Joseph Jackson Melton and Mamie Threatt Melton and five brothers and sisters. He attended the public schools of Rutherford
County before graduating from Brevard and Wofford colleges. He received Bachelor of Divinity from Emory University's Candler
School of Theology in 1942. His first pastoral appointment was a circuit of churches in Avery County, N.C.
Melton was ordained as a deacon in 1944 and as an elder in 1945. Other appointments were: Whitnel (Lenoir), 1946-1951; West
Bend (Asheboro), 1951-1955; Westview (Hickory), 1955-1960; Cooleemee, 1960-1965; Unity (Thomasville), 1965-1971; Coburn
Memorial (Salisbury), 1971-1975; May's Chapel-St. Paul's (Maiden), 1975-1981; Oak Grove-Salem, 1981-1983; and Oak Grove,
1983-1984.
While serving Whitnel Methodist Church, Melton met Consie Lee Stallings. They were united in marriage July 6, 1950, in a loving, lifelong relationship
of 57 years. Joe cared for Consie with great love and tenderness in the years preceding her death in 2007. They had two children, Joseph Thurman Melton
of Charlotte, and Mary Lee Campbell and husband Walter of Durham and their son, Elijah, of Norfolk, Va. After Melton's retirement in 1984, he enjoyed
nine years as minister of visitation for First United Methodist Church of Lincolnton, where he was honored to be a pastor emeritus.
Melton was a quiet, thoughtful man. He loved his Lord and expressed his love through his interactions with everyone he met. Despite his declining vision
as he aged, he kept his Bible by his bed and read it daily. Even as his health deteriorated, he continued to attend church services weekly. At the time of his
death, he was the oldest minister of the Western North Carolina Conference.
Funeral services for Melton were held at First United Methodist Church in Lincolnton on November 29, 2017, with the Rev. Tony Matthews presiding.
Joe was buried next to his wife, Consie, at Hollybrook Cemetery in Lincolnton.
Mary Lee Campbell
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Patt Joseph Miller

May 23, 1937 – July 29, 2017
Patt Joseph Miller was born on May 23, 1937, in Union County, Ga., to Russell and Eula Miller. He married his high school
sweetheart, Austella Cabe. They were happily married 58 years. He entered into Glory on July 29, 2017, after a stroke.
Jesus said that he “did not come to be served, but to serve” (Matthew 20:28, NIV). Miller followed his Lord, Jesus Christ, as a
servant of God and people. He served his country in the U.S. Navy for four years, and he served North Carolina for nine years
as a trooper in the N.C. Highway Patrol. He lived most of his life as a farmer. Watching his crops grow and sharing his produce
with friends and neighbors were important parts of his life.
Miller was a family man who loved his wife, Austella, his two sons, Michael William and Kevin Richard, and their nine
grandchildren. Patt and Austella also cared for several foster children.
Early in life, Miller served as a lay speaker in The United Methodist Church in Clay County, N.C. He became a local pastor in 1996. His appointments
were: First (Hayesville) as an associate, 1996; Murphy Circuit (Cherokee County), September 1996 to 2002; Bellview-Reid's Chapel, 2002-2003; Bellview,
2003-2005. He retired in 2005.
Miller also was involved in ministry beyond the local church. He assisted in beginning and maintaining Mountain Top Emmaus Walk. He was involved
in Hearts for Heaven Ministry in Guatemala. He served on a planning committee that began Meals on Wheels for Clay County. He was a board member
for Women's Enrichment Center, a crisis pregnancy center in Blairsville, Ga. Patt and Austella travelled on many trips to several countries, ministering
and sharing the love of Jesus Christ.
Miller loved to help people in the community who needed special assistance. He was a caretaker for those whose health had failed or whose spouse had
passed away. He served these individuals in various ways, including providing their home care or care of their property.
A celebration of life was held on Saturday, August 5, 2017, at Ivie Funeral Home in Hayesville with his sons, the Rev. Kevin Miller and Michael Miller,
officiating. His body was laid to rest at Greenlawn Cemetery in Peachland, N.C.
Miller was a servant of God who touched many lives for Jesus Christ. My life was blessed by knowing and serving with Patt and Austella. “Well done,
good and faithful servant.”
Gerald Collins

Cecil Kenneth Myrick

February 20, 1931 – July 29, 2017
Cecil Kenneth Myrick was born in East Spencer, N.C., to Carlie A. Myrick and Lillie Poole Myrick. He was educated in the
Rowan County public schools, graduated from Pfeiffer Junior College in 1951 (Associate of Arts), Randolph-Macon College in
1953 (Artium Baccalaureus), and Duke Divinity School in 1957 (Bachelor of Divinity). He married Ellen Royston on June 25,
1955.
Cecil and Ellen were married 62 years and have two sons, Kenneth Reginald Myrick and Carl Royston Myrick and partner Ronald
McLean; two granddaughters, Katie and Emma Myrick; three nieces; two nephews; one grandniece; three grandnephews; and
Cecil’s brother, Carlie A. Myrick Jr. of Titusville, Fla.
After being licensed to preach in 1951, Myrick was ordained as a deacon in 1954 and as an elder in 1957 in the Western
North Carolina Conference. During Myrick’s 39 years under appointment, he served Friendship-Tabernacle (Salisbury), 19541957; French Broad (Asheville), 1957-1962; Aldersgate (Charlotte), 1962-1967; Charlotte Inner City, 1967-1970; Methodist Cooperative Urban Ministry
(Charlotte), 1970-1973; Big Springs (Charlotte), 1973-1974; Big Springs and Urban Ministry, 1974-1976; Big Springs and Charlotte District Administrative
Assistant, 1976-1979; St. Paul’s (Asheville), 1979-1985; and Central (Asheville) Associate, 1985-1993, retiring in 1993.
Myrick was a thoughtful, effective, and prophetic preacher. His experiences as director of Inner City and Urban Ministries in Charlotte and his association
with a Korean congregation in Asheville significantly affected his life. He also served as part-time chaplain at Brooks-Howell Home, a retirement home
for deaconesses and missionaries in Asheville.
Music enriched Myrick’s life. He played the organ, sang solos, and enjoyed singing in church choirs and community choruses. He lovingly prepared many
diverse dishes and was famous for his desserts. He would take friends wild blackberry picking and then share one of his pies. One dessert everyone craved
was his black walnut cake; he gathered the walnuts and cracked them himself.
Myrick’s wit and his quick, wise intelligence were obvious. Friends delighted in his gift of storytelling. Further, he was an accomplished gardener who
enjoyed sharing plants with others. He could build and fix most anything.
There was no pretense or false demeanor about Myrick. It was not by accident that persons readily connected with him. At a retirement celebration, more
than 400 persons gathered at Central United Methodist Church in Asheville. His commitment to racial justice and solidarity with the entire human
family was a living reminder of Jesus.
On Sunday, August 6, 2017, at 2 p.m. in the chapel at Givens Estates retirement community, the Rev. Ed Hillman, the Rev. Fred Macon, and Dr. Jonathan
Golden celebrated Myrick’s ongoing reality in the Communion of the Saints. He was an extraordinary witness to the Kingdom in our midst. Indeed, he
belongs to Christ and to us all!
Fred Macon
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Charles Glenn Powell Sr.
June 17, 1926 – July 8, 2017

Charles Glenn Powell Sr. was born on June 17, 1926, in Buncombe County to the late L.G. Powell and Daisy Smith Powell. He
grew up in western North Carolina, and as a young man, he served in the U.S. Army during World War II. After completing
his military service, he married Ruby Pyatt on July 4, 1945. The Powells celebrated their 72nd Independence Day wedding
anniversary just days before his death on July 8, 2017.
Powell and his wife had three children together: Terry Lee Powell, who with his wife Debbie, lives in Waterloo, S.C., Becky
Bowman of Central, S.C., and Charles Glenn Powell Jr., who preceded his father in death in 2014 in Lavonia, Ga., after a battle
with cancer. Besides his two surviving children, Powell left four grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, and two sisters, Ruth
Beyler of Chicago, Ill., and Clara Chandler of Asheville, N.C.
Powell was licensed to preach in 1981 and served as a local pastor at: Peachland (Albemarle District), 1981-1983; Friendship
(Albemarle District), 1983-1985; and West Rowan (Salisbury District), 1985-1987. At each of these appointments, Powell sought to follow God’s call
on his life, living into his charge as a local pastor even as he moved toward ordination. In 1987, Powell was ordained as a deacon in the Western North
Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church. He returned to Friendship UMC on January 29, 1987, and remained in ministry there until 1991,
when he retired.
Even though he was retired in 1991, Powell’s ministry did not end there. Even in retirement, Powell remained active and continued to serve the church,
coming to Clinchfield (Marion) in October 1992 and then to Hildebran as a co-pastor in September 1993. Powell’s final appointment was Bollinger’s
Chapel (Valdese), 1994-1996, after which lived out his retirement surrounded by family and friends.
Powell passed away at Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center in Winston-Salem, N.C., after a brief illness and was laid to rest at McDowell
Memorial Park in Marion, N.C., where his son and namesake, Charles Jr., is also buried. Powell will be remembered for his service to his country and to
his church, to his family and friends, and most of all to God and the kingdom. “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23).
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Sarah Howell-Miller

Ralph Lee Reed Sr.

June 18, 1919 – March 4, 2018

The Rev. Ralph Lee Reed Sr., 98, joined the church triumphant on Sunday, March 4, 2018, with grace and dignity while living
at Cuthbertson Village at Aldersgate United Methodist Retirement Community.
Reed was born in Monroe, N.C., the fifth child of the late Henry S. and Bessie Broome Reed. He spent his boyhood cherishing
Union County and the bountiful beauty of the outdoors. At age 16, Reed made his profession of faith while he was a member
of North Monroe Methodist Episcopal Church, South (presently, Memorial United Methodist Church). Three days later, he
received God’s call to ministry and began his lifelong dedication to the church. He lived under the conviction of a Divine
Commission to live, preach, and serve as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the Methodist Church.
Upon graduation from Benton Heights High School, he received his A.A. degree from Brevard College in 1938 and his A.B.
degree from Emory University in 1940. Reed finished his education with a Master of Divinity degree in 1943 from Duke
University. While at Duke, Reed served as a student pastor for the seven churches on the Siler City Circuit in the North Carolina Conference. Reed
became a deacon in 1944, and he was ordained as an elder and member of the Western North Carolina Conference in 1945.
Reed married Billie Brooks Pennington of Aberdeen, N.C., on June 10, 1944, at Page Memorial Methodist Church. Faithful to the cause, the couple
spent their honeymoon at Lake Junaluska during the Western North Carolina Annual Conference. This began a beautiful union that lasted 73 years of
marriage and produced their three children, Mary, Ann, and Lee, followed by their four grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. Billie was always a
tremendous inspiration and support to Ralph’s ministry. What followed was a journey living a life dedicated to ministry.
Reed’s prolific career spreading the Gospel within the Western North Carolina Conference included the following appointments: Mt. Pleasant (WinstonSalem District), 1943-1949; Bessemer (Greensboro), 1949-1953; Midway (Kannapolis), 1953-1959; St. James (Charlotte), 1959-1964; Maylo (Gastonia),
1964-1967; Central (Canton), 1967-1971; Trinity (Asheville), 1971-1977; First (Rutherfordton), 1977-1981; and Myers Memorial (Gastonia), 1981-1984.
Reed officially retired in June 1984.
During his career, Reed held numerous positions on various conference and community boards, including: Director Evangelism, Winston-Salem District,
1947-1949, and Waynesville District, 1967-1971; District Director, Temperance Advance, Salisbury District, 1954-1958; Charlotte Missionary Secretary,
1962-1964; Asheville District Director of Health and Welfare, 1971-1977; Gastonia District Director Stewardship Advance, 1965-1967; member of
WNCC Board of Evangelism, Pensions, and Ordained Ministry at various times; President of the N.C. Christian Action League, 1961-1963; member of
the WNCC Board of Health and Welfare, 1971-1976; President of the N.C. Christian Action League, Buncombe County, 1972-1974, and Rutherford
County, 1979-1981; member of the Board of Ordained Ministry, 1980-1984; member of the WNCC Joint Committee Of Disability, 1980-1984; member
of the WNCC Committee on Chaplains, 1980-1982; Scoutmaster, Old Hickory Council of Boy Scouts of America, 1945-1949; and at age 80, the oldest
person in Asheville to join “The Order of the Arrow,” the National Honor Society of Boy Scouts of America.
Upon retirement, Ralph and Billie returned to Asheville, where he attended and acted as minister of visitation for Trinity United Methodist Church.
Similarly, Reed was the acting associate minister of Groce United Methodist Church in Asheville for nine months after retirement, working in evangelism
and membership enrichment. He then became chaplain at the Veterans Administration Medical Center in Asheville, visiting patients and giving care to
the dying and bereaved from 1985 to 1997. Ralph and Billie cherished their time together. It was evident that they had a deep love and appreciation for
each other. They loved to reminisce about their family, work, and love.
In 2004, Ralph and Billie moved to Aldersgate United Methodist Retirement Community in Charlotte. He continued to visit and care for those in his
community. While at Aldersgate, Reed established “Friends In-Deed,” a resident support network. He also often taught the Ivey Bible Class. He attended
Providence United Methodist Church and the Wesley Men’s Sunday School Class. He was a gifted writer and story teller. He was a lifelong scholar and
had a particular passion for studying the early Methodist Church, the early circuit riders, and the teachings of John Wesley. Reed treasured his family, his
fellow man, and his ability to counsel others in faith. He touched the lives of many as he was true to his calling to minister to human need and to share
the Good News of Christ with others.
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A memorial service was held on Thursday, March 8, 2018, at Providence UMC to celebrate his extraordinary life and his Life Eternal. The service was
officiated by the Rev. Dr. William T. Jeffries and the Rev. Karen Moore, chaplain at Aldersgate. The Rev. Jim Pyatt, assistant archivist for WNCC,
presented the family with a United Methodist clergy grave marker representing his many years of service.
“The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms” (Deut. 33:27).
The Reed Family

George Parks Robinson

November 12, 1932 – March 12, 2018
Dr. George Parks Robinson began this life on November 12, 1932, when he was born to George Parks Robinson Sr. and Bland
Rountree Robinson in Charlotte, N.C. He died March 12, 2018, in Winston-Salem, N.C. A Celebration of Life service was
held for Robinson at Centenary United Methodist Church in Winston-Salem on March 17, 2018. This service recognized and
celebrated 85 years of a life that was lived with compassion, grace, and faithfulness.
Robinson was predeceased by his wife of 54 years, Sylvia Davis Robinson. He is survived by his daughter, Cathy Robinson, and
granddaughter Mary Monroe; his son, Dr. Greg Robinson and granddaughters Emma Grace, Abby and Lilly; his sister, Nancy
Goldstein; and several nieces and nephews.
Robinson attended Charlotte public schools and graduated from Central High School in 1951. He earned a bachelor's degree
in English from Duke University in 1955 and a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School in 1958. He received
a Doctor of Divinity degree from High Point University in 1977. Being a life-long learner, he pursued further graduate studies in counseling and
management at the University of North Carolina at Asheville and the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and theology at Union Theological
Seminary in New York City. Robinson would often remark that his most rewarding roles in ministry were teaching and counseling.
Robinson was a faithful pastor who served the church with distinction and grace. Pastoral care was always a hallmark of his ministry. He cared deeply
for members within the church and in the communities that surrounded the church. He was respected and beloved in the church and the community,
wherever he served. He began his 46 years of service in the church when he was ordained as a deacon in 1956 and as an elder in 1960. His appointments
included: Aldersgate (Charlotte), January 1, 1958-1962; Milford Hills (Salisbury), 1962-1967; St. Andrews (Charlotte), 1967-1971; First (Hendersonville),
1971-1976; High Point District superintendent, 1976-1982; Centenary (Winston-Salem), 1982-1998. He served as Centenary's senior minister until his
retirement in 1998.
Robinson's love of the church and passion for its ministry influenced many agencies and boards beyond the local church. In the Western North Carolina
Conference, he served on the boards of the Methodist Home (Charlotte), Triad Methodist Home (renamed Arbor Acres), Board of Publications, Board of
Pensions, Board of Higher Education, Board of Global Ministries, and for 20 years on the Board of Ordained Ministry. He was honored by his colleagues
often as he was elected as a delegate to The General Conference of The United Methodist Church in 1980 and 1984 and as a delegate to The Southeastern
Jurisdictional Conference in 1980, 1984, 1988, 1992, and 1996. In Winston-Salem, he served on the boards of Hospice and in a number of other civic
and service organizations.
Across the years of his ministry, his interest expanded beyond the conference. In 1976, he became a member of the Duke University School Board of
Visitors. He also served as a member of the board of trustees of Brevard University from 1979 to 1989. One of the highlights of his ministry was being
elected to serve as a member of the Duke University Board of Trustees from 1993-2003. And his election as one of the trustee emeriti in 2003 was a tribute
to his leadership. Robinson's ministry traveled abroad as well. He participated in numerous mission building teams and engaged in preaching missions
on four continents.
Robinson leaves a legacy of compassion and care for all who knew him. He was constantly inspired by the words of his lifelong hero, baseball great Jackie
Robinson: “A life is not important except for the impact is has on others.” He impacted us as a pastor, mentor, friend, leader, and faithful servant of Jesus
Christ. We continue to celebrate his humor, kindness, and ability to love us into being as only he could.
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Bob Nations

Hugh William Russell Jr.

June 21, 1953 – December 22, 2017

Hugh William Russell Jr., fondly known as Bo, left his earthly home to be with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on December
22, 2017, after a courageous months-long battle with cancer. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a daughter,
Rachael Russell; a son, Timothy Russell; and his brothers, Ricky Dean and Jeffery Scott.
Russell began his life on June 21, 1953, in the small east Tennessee town of Newport. He was the first of four sons born to Hugh
William Russell Sr. and his wife, Barbara Ramsey Russell. His passion and love for music, learning, and the outdoors began at
an early age and continued throughout his life. He would pass the same love and passion for these things to his daughters and
grandchildren. By the time he graduated Cocke County High School, his hard work and dedication to his music had seen him
earn the prestigious John Philip Sousa Award on his trumpet.
The next years of his life included many trials and tribulations to which Russell responded with his steadfast philosophy:
“Whatever you do, do with your whole heart.” He married in 1973, at age 19, and welcomed five children with his then-wife, Sharon Webb -- Rachael
Russell, Timothy Russell, Christa Russell Shipman, Erin Russell Gunter, and Rebecca K. Painter. They would go on to share several grandchildren, Rachel
Brooks, Taylor Shipman, Hunter Brooks, Levi Meade, Tate Gunter, Bodie Gunter, Caleb Painter, Andrew Painter, and Abigail Painter. He found a job
at the Oconaluftee Job Corps Center, where he dedicated the next two-plus decades of his life to guiding, teaching, and helping people ages 16-24 grow
and better their lives.
It was during his tenure at the Job Corps center that Russell found what he would call his true purpose and calling in life, the ministry. He was licensed
by The United Methodist Church in 2013, and he spent the next three years lovingly growing his ministry in the Haywood Parish. In 2016, he moved
to Leicester, N.C., where he quickly fell in love with his new appointment, Big Sandy and Western Chapel. He and his ministry faithfully served these
appointments until his death at The Homestead in Clyde, N.C., in December 2017.
Russell believed that each of us was a culmination of our experiences and how we chose to respond to them. It was a belief that he incorporated into every
facet of his life, including his ministry. He truly lived what he loved and practiced what he preached. He was faithful in his service to the church and loved
those he was called to serve within his appointments and their surrounding communities.
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A celebration of life service was held December 30, 2017, at Garret Funerals and Cremations with the Rev. Eric Hill and Chaplain Keri Hill officiating.
After his cremation, Russell received Masonic rites and was returned to the mountains he loved and which brought him so much joy with only one request:
“And come in the shade of evening
When the sun paints the sky in the west
Stand for a few moments beside me
And remember only my best.”
– Mrs. Lyman Hancock
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Rebecca Painter

James Samuel White

August 5, 1931 – October 10, 2017

The Rev. Dr. James “Jim” Samuel White completed his “race for the high calling in Christ Jesus” and received his heavenly reward
when he passed away on October 10, 2017, at Gordon Hospice House Palliative Care Facility in Statesville, N.C. Funeral services
were conducted at Christ Boulevard United Methodist Church in Statesville on October 12, 2017, by the Revs. Larry Thompson
and Bob Clanton. Graveside services, religious and military, were held afterward at Olin United Methodist Church cemetery
in Olin, N.C. Five brothers and one sister preceded him in death. His passing culminated a long life of service and devotion to
his family, friends, and those under his shepherding care as a pastor in the churches he faithfully served in “word, order, and
sacrament.”
His life began in Statesville on August 5, 1931, as the middle child born to the late Alonzo Lee White and Jettie Queen White.
The Whites were members of Boulevard Methodist Church in Statesville. Under the spiritual influence of his family and church,
White felt God calling him to the Christian ministry in his early teen years. He graduated from Troutman School in Troutman, N.C., in 1950 and then
entered the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he graduated in 1954 with an A.B. Degree. In that year, thinking that he may be drafted
into military service, he joined the U.S. Army. Upon discharge from the Army in 1956, White was accepted into Duke Divinity School where he received
a Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1959. In later years of his ministry, he enrolled in the doctoral program of Geneva Theological College and was awarded
the Doctor of Religion degree in 1979.
Several significant events occurred during his last year at Duke Divinity School (1958). He was licensed to preach in the Statesville District, received his
first pastoral appointment to the Farmer Charge in the Thomasville District, and met and fell in love with Hannah Gilleland of Statesville. They were
married July 26, 1959, and she remained a faithful, devoted wife, helpmate, and companion throughout their 58 years of marriage. While serving the
Farmer Charge, he was ordained as a deacon and received into full connection during the 1960 Western North Carolina Annual Conference. The next
year (1961), he was ordained as an elder.
White’s pastoral appointments spanned 50 years in the Western North Carolina Conference. They included: Farmer Charge (Farmer, New Hope, Oak
Grove, Salem), 1958- 1961; Davie Charge (Center, Hardison, Salem [Mocksville]), 1961-1963; Good Hope-Arcadia (Lexington), 1963 -1969; Faith
(Gastonia), 1969 -1977; Konnoak Hills (Winston Salem), 1977-1981; Whitnel (Lenoir), 1981-1989; and Lee’s Chapel (Greensboro), 1989-1997. He took
the retired relationship with the conference in 1997. However, in retirement he realized that he was missing the greatest joy of his life, that of serving as a
pastor. That awareness prompted him to seek another appointment. He was appointed for another 11 years, first to the North Iredell Charge (Macedonia,
Moss Chapel, Olin), 2000-2007, then to Macedonia-Olin, 2007-2011. Also, during 16 years of his retirement, he and Hannah led a weekly devotional
visitation ministry with the residents of Maple Leaf Health Care Center, Statesville. With advancing age, diminishing energy and health, he resumed full
retirement until his death.
White is survived by his wife, Hannah; one daughter, Jennifer Diane Miller of Morganton; and one son, Wesley James, of the home.
“... Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do
follow them” (Rev. 14:13, KJV).
Bob Clanton

Robert Lee Witty Jr.

March 31, 1927 – March 2, 2018
The Rev. Robert Lee Witty Jr. was born March 31, 1927, in Rockingham County to Robert Lee Witty Sr. and Katie Moore Witty.
His earthly journey came to an end on March 2, 2018. The nearly 91 years in between served as an inspiring example of a life of
faithfulness and service to Jesus Christ.
Raised in a farming community, Witty developed a tireless work ethic at a young age. In addition to this important quality, he
also acquired an interest in reading, a pursuit that would serve him well throughout his life and ministry. Upon graduation from
Bethany High School, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy, serving his country in the final year of World War II. After his discharge,
Witty completed his undergraduate studies at North Carolina State University, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in 1949. On
August 21, 1948, he married Dorothy Williams Witty. Robert would immediately display his industrious nature as he managed
the family dairy farm while also teaching agriculture at the local high school. The Witty family would grow to include three
daughters: Mary Kay Witty, Emily Lee Witty Misenheimer, and Amy Ann Witty Ingram.
As young adults, Robert and Dorothy Witty were dedicated members of Glencoe United Methodist Church. Their primary area of service was leading the
youth. Along with the weekly responsibilities of guiding this group, Robert and Dorothy created special memories for these teenagers by taking them to
several Billy Graham evangelistic crusades.
By the time Witty reached his mid-30s, he sensed God's call to preach the Gospel. He was licensed to preach in 1963. After he completed the course of
study at the Duke University Divinity School, Witty was received into full connection in The Western North Carolina Conference in 1966. In a testament
to his pastoral gifts and faithfulness, he served only four churches in a ministry that spanned 26 years: His appointments were: Erlanger, 1963-1967;
Hopewell, 1967-1978; Mount Lebanon, 1978-1983; and Mayodan, 1983-1989.
Witty's years of ministry were marked by his devoted pastoral care for all people, his faithful proclamation of the Word of God, and his exemplary witness
as a humble servant. It was under his leadership that this writer answered God's call to full-time ministry. His constant support, encouragement, and
patience contributed significantly to the fulfillment of this call.
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In 1989, retirement brought a return to life on the family farm and well-deserved time with family and friends, especially his four grandchildren.
Highlights of these years included vacations spent at Topsail Beach and the annual journey to Lake Junaluska. Witty found special joy whenever he could
attend a concert given by the Lake Junaluska Singers.
Witty passed away suddenly on March 2, 2018, the same day as the funeral service for one of the major influences of his life, the Rev. Billy Graham. A
celebration of Witty's life took place on March 6, 2018, at Glencoe United Methodist Church with the Rev. Selena Scott, Dr. Donald Haynes, and Dr.
Stuart Noell officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery beside his beloved Dorothy, who preceded him in death on June 1, 2007.

Mary Ellen Strawbridge Yarborough

Stuart Noell

Dec. 2, 1933 – Jan. 13, 2018

On January 13, 2018, the Rev. Ellen Strawbridge Yarborough drew her last breath surrounded by her four children and members
of her extended family as they encircled her and sang camp songs, folk tunes, and Lord of the Dance. She lived a full life to the
very end and died peacefully and unexpectedly of brain hemorrhage. Abiding by her favorite Oswald Chambers quote, “Put
everything in your life afloat upon God,” she had her house in order, so it was with calm blessings her family felt her “float”
upward.
Ellen “Rev Yar” was graced with two memorial services. One was held in Raleigh on January 19, 2018, where she had recently
relocated from Arbor Acres and become active in Sunday school and choir at Edenton Street United Methodist Church. The
second service was held January 28 in Winston-Salem at Green Street United Methodist Church, her main appointment during
the 2000s. Ice cream sundae socials followed each service. She was a “lighter of lamps,” and her family is thankful for her living
testimony. Yarborough was the “real deal” and knew the secret of life. She wouldn't tell you what it is, but demonstrated it by “walking the talk.”
Ellen played well the game of LIFE. Born on December 2, 1933, in Greenville, N.C., as the only child of a United Methodist minister, the Rev. Ishmael
Jennings Strawbridge and his co-community-leader wife, Essie Lewis Strawbridge, she was raised in Methodist parsonages in a series of small farming
communities in North Carolina. Like many in her white-privilege world, she first dreamed about “doing good” in the abstract without noticing the
social justice issues close to home. Yarborough's course was set when she learned to lead groups in folk dances, songs, and stories -- along with mental
challenges and spiritual explorations -- through the Methodist Youth Fellowship, especially at summer teen weeks at Louisburg College. Her loving,
mutually appreciative relationship with Dewey Leonard Yarborough began at Methodist Youth Fellowship sessions and continued through college years.
This led to their marriage on June 23, 1956, one year after her 1955 graduation from The Women's College of The University of North Carolina (now
UNC-Greensboro) with a Bachelor of Science degree. Yarborough later furthered her school-based education, obtaining a Master of Arts in education
from Wake Forest University in 1978, a Master of Education degree from the University of Newcastle, England, in 1980, and a Doctor of Philosophy
degree from UNCG in 1983.
For decades in Winston-Salem, Dewey and Ellen Yarborough were an active and committed team, and they shared the love and guidance of their children
– Joel Mark, Lynn, Bryan Stuart, and Beth – whose own values and competences brought bright joy to them. Dewey passed on October 5, 2008. Now
that Ellen has joined Dewey, their impact on this earth lives on through the lives of their children, their spouses, and grandchildren: Mark, wife Valerie,
and children Sarah and Timothy; Lynn Y. Saul, husband Cary, and children Caroline and Charlotte; Bryan, wife Mandy, and children Cameron, Erin
“Murphy,” Eliot, and Lucy Burnhams; and Beth Y. Smoot, husband David, and children Jacob and Hannah.
Other forces guided Yarborough's growth personally, professionally, and spiritually. Her first job at the YWCA, with its emphasis on interracial respect
and bridge-building, brought Ellen and Dewey to civic activism and systemic anti-racism, further bolstered within Christian associations. Yarborough
was consecrated as a diaconal minister in 1989, and she sprinkled that calling with spiritual vitality throughout jobs in the Winston-Salem area with
ministries of service, love, and justice. She worked in counseling and mediation employment at Forsyth Mental Health and Blumenthal Jewish Home,
as well as appointments to The Children's Home, 1989-1991, and March of Dimes, 1991-1997. She was ordained as a deacon in the Western North
Carolina Conference in 1997. After her ordination, she continued serving at the Triad Chapter of March of Dimes until being appointed in 1999 as the
Minister of Church and Community Relations at Green Street United Methodist Church, a multicultural, reconciling United Methodist congregation.
She was appointed to Trinity Center in 2001, until she retired in 2004. She continued serving Green Street Church after retirement, including formal
appointments from 2005-2008 and 2013-2015.
Also in Winston-Salem, Yarborough's sense of community found expression in the West End and West Salem Neighborhood associations. Membership with
Dewey in the Association for Couples in Marriage Enrichment (now Better Marriages) underscored the importance of working on intimate relationships
throughout life. Service with the March of Dimes included a focus on maternal and infant health. Spiritual awareness of environmental challenge was a
factor in her stewardship of the earth. Residence in Arbor Acres United Methodist Retirement Community, 2003-2017, and near family in Raleigh after
her May 2017 move, provided a healthy, supportive, and pleasurable environment, with the freedom to continue pursuing God's will and discovering the
right games to play at each phase of her life. Her ashes will be scattered at special places where family and friends may continue to feel her spunk and spirit.
Yarborough would lastly remind all to “Love God and do as you please,” a statement attributed to Augustine of Hippo.
Lynn Yarborough Saul

A special thank you to the Rev. Craig Allen for his work in editing the memoirs
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE
ORDINATION OF DEACONS AND ELDERS
Saturday, June 23, 2018 | 7:30 p.m. | Stuart Auditorium

Opening Voluntary 	 
Prelude and Toccata on Praise to the Lord the Almighty

J.Wayne Kerr

Gathering 	 
Lord, You Are Welcome
Worship & Song 3178
Music: Warren Jones; Arr. by Nolan Williams, Jr. Words: Warren Jones © 2000 GIA Pub., Inc.

Greeting and Prayer 	 

For this service, there are additional
worship symbols that have been added.
Baptismal Shell to represent the
sacrament of baptism; our initiation
into the faith. Chalice and Paten
represents the sacrament of communion;
our remembrance that Christ has
died; Christ is risen; Christ will come
again” (UMH, p.14) Both of these
sacraments are acts of worship ordained
by Christ; water, bread, and wine are
all everyday items that Christ used
to share divine love thereby making
them means of grace. Pitcher, Bowl
and Towel are symbols of servanthood.
Jesus washed his disciples' feet and
explained the importance of leading
by example; leading from a place of
service, rather than to be served.

Leader:
People:

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Leader:
People:

The Holy Spirit is among us.
Move us, Holy Spirit!

Leader:

Let us pray.

All:

Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
you gave to your apostles and all your church many excellent gifts.
Come upon us gathered here to set apart those who will lead among us
by calling and equipping us to fulfill your desire
that we do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you.
We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Bell Peal 	 
 Processional Hymn 	 
God of Grace and God of Glory – CWM RHONDDA
UMH 577
Music: John Hughes (1907); Words: Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1930)
1.

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power;
crown your ancient church's story, bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, for the
facing of this hour.

2.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us, scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, for the
living of these days.

3.

Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.

4.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation, be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.
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 Recognition of Common Ministry & Reaffirmation of Baptism 	 
The bishop, standing near a shell, begins:
Bishop:

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism all Christians
are made part of the priesthood of all believers, the church, and Christ’s body, made visible in
the world. We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the
human family and the whole of creation. Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry,
I call upon all God’s people gathered here:

The bishop may scoop and pour water from the shell and say:
Bishop:

Remember your baptism and be thankful.

People:

We remember our baptism and afFirm our common ministry.

Presentation of Deacons and Elders 	 
Due to the sacred nature of this service, please refrain from any distractions such as clapping and flash photography.
Family and friends are encouraged to take pictures AFTER the service.
A layperson begins:

On behalf of the laity of local congregations who have examined and approved these candidates,

A member of the Board of Ordained Ministry continues:
and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this annual conference,
which has recommended these persons, and this annual conference,
which has approved them, we present these persons to be ordained deacons:

Each candidate stands when their name is read.

Candidates to Be Ordained as Deacons in Full Connection
Meredith Angeline Hinton
Matthew Rick Lawing

Corey Cole Milliet
Jerrianne Canipe Pyles

Kyle Lynn Sigmon
Debra Crismon Swing

Candidates to be Ordained as Elders in Full Connection
A member of the Board of Ordained Ministry continues:
and these persons to be ordained elders:

Sarah Louise Belles
Joshua Oren Britton
Lonna Angel Jackson Christ
John Zachery Christy
Darryl Dwayne Dayson II
Karen Crouch Doucette

Jonathan Alan Gaylord
Bradley Thomas Hinton
Dianne Rudd Johnston
Joshua David Kurtz
Adam Christopher Love
Tracy Fulbright Love

Christopher Alan Smith
Jesse Ray Smith
Juston Ray Smith
Patricia Black Spicer
Aryn Margaret Williams-Ruebel
Daniel Robert Wilson

We also present Tae Wan Kim for Recognition of Orders in The United Methodist Church.

 The Scripture 	 
All Sing:

Come Holy Spirit (4x)
Hear us calling, hear us calling to you.

Deacon:

Hear these words from Paul’s letter to the Romans, Chapter 12: Verses 1 through 10.
I will be reading from The Message

The Scripture Lesson is Read.
Deacon:

The Word of our Lord!

People:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
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Sermon 	 
“The DNA of Your Calling”
As those who have gone before us have
done for centuries, we affirm our beliefs
to each other and to the world with a
creed written in the fourth century.

Bishop Alfred W. Gwinn, Jr.

 The Apostles’ Creed 	 
UMH 881
All:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Word in Song 	 
Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God

Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
Sung by Laurin Allred

General Examination of Deacons and Elders 	 
All are seated, except the candidates and bishop. The bishop examines all the candidates:
Bishop:

Ordination is a gift from God to the church and is exercised in covenant
with the whole church and within the covenant of the Order of Deacons
or Elders.
My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained
ministry. The church now confirms your calling through ordination.
As ordained ministers, you are to be co-workers with the laity, bishops,
deacons, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, commissioned
ministers, local pastors, and elders. Remember that you are called to serve
rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and no other,
to look after the concerns of God above all.
So that we may know that you believe yourselves to be called by God and
that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained
ministry?

Ordinands:

I do so believe.

Bishop:

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and
confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?

Ordinands:

I do so believe and confess.

Bishop:

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
contain all things necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and
are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and life?

Ordinands:

I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
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Bishop:

Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures,
and with the help of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?

Ordinands:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?

Ordinands:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ,
to participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?

Ordinands:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine,
and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word,
and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you,
and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?

Ordinands:

I will, with the help of God.

The bishop addresses the candidates:
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform
them, that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.
All:

Amen.

 Ordination Hymn 	 
God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian – HYFRYDOL
UMH 648
Words: Carl P. Day 1987; Music: Rowland H. Pritchard, 1884; © Hope Publishing Co. 1989
1.

God the Spirit, guide and guardian, wind-sped flame and hovering dove,
breath of life and voice of prophets, sign of blessings, power of love:
give to those who lead your people fresh anointing of your grace;
send them forth as bold apostles to your church in every place.

2.

Christ our Savior, sovereign, shepherd, word made flesh, love crucified,
teacher, healer, suffering servant, friend of sinners, foe of pride:
In your tending may all pastors learn and live a shepherd’s care;
grant them courage and compassion shown through word and deed and prayer.

Examination of Deacons 	 
All are seated except the deacon candidates. The bishop examines the candidates:
Bishop:

A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood,
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
to lead others into Christian discipleship,
to nurture disciples for witness and service,

Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.
Bishop:

to lead in worship, to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
to assist elders at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion,
to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes,

Here a towel and basin with pitcher may be lifted by an assistant.
Bishop:

to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice, liberation and reconciliation,
even in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.
These are the duties of a deacon.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?

Ordinands:

I do so believe.
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Bishop:

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
covenant to participate in the Order of Deacons?
Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Deacons in order to sustain
and build each other up in prayer, study, worship, and service?

Ordinands:

I will, with the help of God and with the help of my sisters and brothers
in the Order of Deacons.

Laying on of Hands and Prayer for Deacons 	 
The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer:
As these persons are ordained by God and the church for the ministry of deacon to
which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.
The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:
We thank you, Living God, that in your great love
you sent Jesus Christ to take the form of a servant,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
Give these servants grace to be faithful to their promises,
constant in their discipleship,
and always ready for the works of loving service.
Make them modest and humble, gentle and strong,
rooted and grounded in love.
Give them a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served but to serve.

Representatives from the laity, the ecumenical church, and the Order of Deacons who are to join in the laying on of hands stand
with the bishop. Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying
on of hands.
The bishop lays both hands on each ordinand, praying:
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church. Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop says:
Name, take thou authority as a deacon
to proclaim the Word of God,
and to lead God’s people to serve in the world,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Ordination Hymn 	 
God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian – HYFRYDOL
UMH 648
Words: Carl P. Day 1987; Music: Rowland H. Pritchard, 1884; © Hope Publishing Co. 1989
3.

Great Creator, life bestower, truth beyond all thought’s recall,
fount of wisdom, womb of mercy, giving and forgiving all:
as you know our strength and weakness, so may those the church exalts
oversee its life steadfastly yet not overlook its faults.

4.

Triune God, mysterious being, undivided and diverse,
deeper than our minds can fathom, greater than our creeds rehearse:
help us in our varied callings your full image to proclaim,
that our ministries uniting may give glory to your name.

Examination of Elders 	 
All are seated except the elder candidates.
The bishop examines the candidates:
An Elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church:
to preach and teach the Word of God

Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant.
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Bishop:

and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;

Here a paten and chalice may be lifted.
Bishop:

to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
to exercise pastoral supervision;
to order the life of the congregation;
to counsel the troubled;
and declare the forgiveness of sin;
to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
and in service in and to the community.
These are the duties of an elder.

Bishop:

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?

Ordinands:

I do so believe.

Bishop:

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission,
covenant to participate in the Order of Elders?
Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Elders in order to sustain
and build each other up in prayer, study, worship, and service?

Ordinands:

I will, with the help of God, and the help of my sisters and brothers in the Order of Elders.

Laying on of Hands and Prayer for Elders 	 
The bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer:
As these persons are ordained by God and the church for the ministry of elders
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them:
The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:
We praise you, eternal God,
because you have called us to be a priestly people,
offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death
and, having ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
to build up Christ’s body,
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach,
to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Representatives from the laity, ecumenical church, and the Order of Elders who are to join in the laying on of hands stand with
the bishop. Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of
hands.
The bishop lays both hands on each ordinand, praying:
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church. Amen.
Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible, as the bishop says:
Name, take authority as an elder
to preach the Word of God,
and to administer the Holy Sacraments,
and to order the life of the Church,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Prayer 	 
Bishop:

Let us pray.

All:

We thank you, gracious God,
for raising up among us faithful servants.
Clothe them with your righteousness,
and grant that we, with them,
may glorify you by giving ourselves to others. Amen.

Recognition of Orders
Bishop:

After due examination of your call and ministry in another part of Christ’s
holy church, we now welcome you to this communion.
You have given assurance of your faith and Christian experience. You
have renewed the vows of your ordination and embraced our own,
committing yourself to accept and uphold faithfully the doctrine, liturgy,
and discipline of The United Methodist Church. We rejoice that you
have been called to serve among us, and pray that God may guide your
ministry.
Tae Wan Kim, we now recognize you as an elder in full connection in The
United Methodist Church.

Blessing 	 
The bishop blesses the people:
The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.
As we are led into worship by the
Cross and the light of Christ, we are
led back into the world marked with
Christ’s fingerprint and by being
the hands of Christ, we shall leave
fingerprints on everyone we meet.
(or we can use “DNA” in place
of the word “fingerprint” if you
think that might match the sermon
better - the title of the sermon is
“The DNA of Your Calling”)

 Recessional Hymn 	 
In the Midst of New Dimensions – NEW DIMENSIONS

TFWS 2238
Words: © 1984 Julian B. Rush

1.

In the midst of new dimensions,
in the face of changing ways.
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples
wandering in their separate ways?

Refrain:

God of rainbow, fiery pillar,
leading where the eagles soar,
We your people, ours the journey now and ever,
now and ever, now and ever more.

2.

Through the flood of starving people,
warring factions and despair,
Who will lift the olive branches?
Who will light the flame of care? (Refrain)

3.

As we stand a world divided
by our own self seeking schemes,
Grant that we, your global village
might envision wider dreams (Refrain)

4.

We are man and we are woman,
all persuasions, old and young,
Each a gift in your creation,
each a love song to be sung. (Refrain)

5.

Should the threats of dire predictions
cause us to withdraw in pain,
May your blazing phoenix spirit,
resurrect the church again. (Refrain)
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 Dismissal 	 
A newly ordained deacon dismisses the people.
Deacon:
People:

Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do. We are sent in Christ’s name.
We are sent in Christ’s name. Thanks be to God!

Closing Voluntary 	 
Tocatta
David H. Hegarty
Please remain in place as the newly ordained persons recess. They may be greeted on the lawn by the chapel. In case of
rain, they will remain in the auditorium and greet guests near the stage.

Worship Leaders 	 
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Bishop Alfred W. Gwinn, Jr.
Rev. Donald Jenkins
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Coppedge-Henley
Rev. Paul Thompson
Rev. Gloria Hughes
Rev. Kimberly T. Ingram
Jane Boatwright Wood
Rev. Rhonda B. Smith
Rev. Carrie A. Wright
Rev. Saxon Scarborough
Laurin Allred
Grady Wiley
Edna B Johnson
Rev. Matthew R. Lawing
Rev. Brad Hopper

Resident Bishop, Charlotte Area, Western North Carolina Conference
Bishop, The United Methodist Church (RTD)
Chairperson, Board of Ordained Ministry
Vice-Chairperson, Board of Ordained Ministry
Chairperson of the Order of Elders
Chairperson of the Order of Deacons
Conference Secretary; Director of Ministerial Services
Conference Lay Leader; Board of Ordained Ministry Member; Smoky Mountain District
Minister of Music, First UMC, Hickory, Catawba Valley District
Hawthorne Lane UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
First UMC, Gastonia, Catawba Valley District
Muir's Chapel UMC, Greensboro, Northern Piedmont District
Long's Chapel UMC, Lake Junaluska, Smoky Mountain District
St. Matthews UMC, Centenary UMC - Greensboro
Deacon, Western North Carolina Conference
Matthews UMC, Matthews, Metro District

Processional Attendants 	 
Crucifer:
Acolyte:
Acolyte:
Bible Bearer:
Bishop's Crosier:

Eliana Miller
Malachi Miller
Jayden Pupoh
Nyanti Pupoh
Snohsio Pupoh

Messiah UMC, Lincolnton, Catawba Valley District
Messiah UMC, Lincolnton, Catawba Valley District
Providence UMC, Marion, Blue Ridge District
Providence UMC, Marion, Blue Ridge District
Providence UMC, Marion, Blue Ridge District

Symbols of Ordination 	 
Shell:
Chalice:
Paten:
Bowl and Towel:
Pitcher:

Ruth Buchanan
Micah Lynch
Marley Lynch
Caleb Muckler
Graceson Muckler

Snow Hill UMC, Candler, Blue Ridge District
West UMC, Mooresville, Metro District
West UMC, Mooresville, Metro District
Central UMC, Mount Airy, Yadkin Valley District
Central UMC, Mount Airy, Yadkin Valley District

Worship Notes 	 
Anchored in the baptismal call to lives of love, justice, and service, there are some Christians whose “gifts, evidence of God’s grace, and promise
of future usefulness are affirmed by the community, and who respond to God’s call byoffering themselves in leadership as ordained ministers.” See
Discipline – 2012, Paragraphs 126, 139, and 301.2.
Ordination is chiefly understood as an act of the Holy Spirit. As a liturgical act, ordination is also understood as the public prayer of the church
confirming the Spirit’s call to individuals and asking for them gifts and power for the ministry of deacon or elder.
Ordination is to both an office and a work for a lifetime. Ordination confers a new identity, as well as authority for ministry. The new identity of
clergy persons is always claimed in relation to Christ and his call to leadership and service with the baptized for the life of the world. The authority
is always exercised in stewardship of the mysteries of the Gospel and the church’s mission in the world. Ordination has to do with who the person
is, as well as what the person does in ministry.
Upon ordination, ordained persons become accountable to the whole church, the community of the ordained, and to the order. In the rite of
ordination, ordinands express loyalty to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline; accept the responsibility
of accountability to the bishop and to the annual conference; and are charged with authority for leadership in their places of service.
The act of laying on of hands occurs in several rites of the church: baptism, healing services, acts of blessing and commissioning, and consecration
and ordination. The meaning of the laying on of hands is carried and communicated by the context and words that accompany the action.
The laying on of hands with prayer by the bishop is an ancient and essential part of the Christian ordering of ministry. This action, however, must
always be seen in its larger context. This service emphasizes the continuing prayer of the whole church. This larger context does not undermine the
particular importance of the laying on of hands with prayer, but makes clear that such a prayer and gesture always takes place within the assembled
community’s life and liturgy; that ministry is formed and belongs within the ministry of the whole church.
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A SERVICE OF THE WORD AND THE
FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS
Sunday, June 24, 2018| 10 a.m. | Stuart Auditorium

Gathering Music 	 
Greensboro Community Cluster Choir
Introit
Your Love Awakens Me

The Call to Worship is an act that
brings the worshiping community into
being. It is directed toward the people,
and calls to focus mind, heart, and
intention on the worship of God.

Denver UMC Contemporary Band
Words and Music: Chris Quilala and Phil Wickham
CCLI 7054720

 Call to Worship 	 
Rev. Ashley S. White
Leader:

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.

All:

Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.

Leader:

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

All:

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:4-7, NRSV

 Invocation 	 
Rev. David R. Ortigoza
O God, you pour out your grace, love, and mercy upon us each day. Today we pause
to give thanks for the example of Jesus as teacher, prophet, priest, and king. You work
in and through us in many ways, and in response we offer ourselves to you in worship
this day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Adapted from 2017 Christian Education Resource,
© 2016 by Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church

 Opening Hymn 	 
I Love to Tell The Story

UMH 156
Words: Katherine Hankey, ca. 1868
Music: William G. Fischer, 1869

 Statement of Faith 	 
Rev. Timothy Fitzgerald
"This I Believe" featuring The Apostles’ Creed

During the Prayers of Intercession,
we pray on behalf of those in need
and call on the Holy Spirit to lead
us through the visible and invisible
and emerge ready to share and teach
Christ’s message to the world.

UMH 881
© 2014 Hillsong Music Publishing
CCLI 7018338

Prayer of Intercession 	 
Alisha Robinette
Written by: Rev. Patricia M. Dixon, Bethany United Methodist Church
Leader:

Great God of wonder and compassion, we lift our prayers to you this
day. Enlighten us with your grace. Write your words in the heart of this
community, and write them in our minds, that we may draw near to one
another in truth and assurance.
In your mercy…

People:

Open our hearts wide, Lord.
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Leader:

In this season of discord and disruption, we pray for your spirit of unity,
truth, and genuine care to be within the leaders of our world and our
communities. Help us, O God, to listen to one another.
In your mercy…

People:

Open our hearts wide, Lord.

Leader:

God of the poor and the outcast, we lift before you those abandoned by
the world. Stir our hearts to love, and hands and feet to reach to serve with
those who suffer.
In your mercy…

People:

Open our hearts wide, Lord.

Leader:

God who acted in history to save your people, we give thanks for leaders
you have raised up before your church in ages past. We call for your
continued outpouring of your Spirit on our current leaders, and pray for
the leaders needed for the future you have for your people. Make us a
strong witness for you in world.
In your mercy…

People:

Open our hearts wide, Lord.

Leader:

Lord, as we experience the difficulties of laboring for the Kingdom,
let us not be discouraged, but live with joy for the sake of the good news.
In your mercy…

People:

Open our hearts wide, Lord. Amen.

Anthem 	 
Even Me

Greensboro Community Cluster Choir
Patrick Lundy

Scripture Lesson 	 
Bishop Leeland
Colossians 1:15-20, 25-29 (RSV)

Sermon 	 
“What Are We To Teach?”

Bishop Leeland

Offering 	 
Ken Howle, Executive Director of Lake Junaluska
Today's offerings are designated to the Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center Bridge
Restoration Fund.

Offertory 	
"Lord I Need You"

Words and Music: Christy Nockels, Daniel Carson,
Jesse Reeves, Kristian Stanfill, Matt Maher
CCLI 5925687

As the ushers present our gifts
 Doxology 	 
to God, we sing the Doxology,

They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love – ST. BRENDAN'S
TFWS 2223 vs.4
Words and Music: Peter Scholtes, 1966
All praise to the Father from whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus His only Son
And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love
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a hymn of praise to God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS & SENDING FORTH
 All Appointed Persons to Ministry, Please Remain Standing
Bishop:

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants.
Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to him. Christ has many services to be done.
Some are more easy and honorable, others are more difficult and disgraceful. Some are suitable to
our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to both.
In some we may please Christ and please ourselves.
But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.
It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ.
Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray:

Elders, Deacons, Associate Members, and Local Pastors:
Let me be your servant, under your command. I will no longer be my own.
I will give up myself to your will in all things.
Bishop:

Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work.

Elders, Deacons, Associate Members, and Local Pastors:
Lord, make me what you will.
I put myself fully into your hands:
put me to doing, put me to suffering,
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be empty,
let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and with a willing heart
give it all to your pleasure and disposal.
Bishop:

Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants. He is the source of all salvation to
those who obey. Christ will have no servants except by consent; Christ will not accept anything
except full consent to all that he requires. Christ will be all in all, or he will be nothing.

CHARGE TO THE LAITY, DEACONESSES, HOME MISSIONERS,
AND DIACONAL MINISTERS
 Laity Please Stand
The Bishop addresses the Laity, including Deaconesses, Home Missioners and Diaconal Ministers:
“The world is our parish,” John Wesley said. You are the people of God, living and serving in God’s world. Will
you receive these persons as your leaders, sent to serve Christ, support and lead the Church in ministry to all the
world?
Laity:

We reaffirm our faith in Christ, and our commitment to serving him in our daily lives.
We receive these persons as servants among us,
and will support them in our shared ministries.
“Covenant Renewal Service”
© 1992 UMPH. Wesley Covenant Service abridged by Ole E. Borgen.

CHARGE TO ALL MINISTERS
 Congregation Please Stand
Bishop:

Will you go where you are sent?
Will you receive those sent to you?
Will you pray for the ministry of all Christians?
Will you embrace life together, so as to evidence the reign of God?

People:

By God's grace we are called into connection.
In God's strength we will go, and we will receive.
With God's help, we will bring forth the kingdom.

Bishop:

O God of all times and places, we pray for your Church,
which is set today amid the perplexities of a changing order, and face to face with new tasks.

People:

Baptize her afresh in the life-giving spirit of Jesus.
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Bishop:

Bestow upon her a great responsiveness to duty, a swifter compassion for
suffering,
and an utter loyalty to your will.

People:

Help her to proclaim boldly the coming of your kingdom.

Bishop:

Put upon her lips the ancient gospel of her Lord.
Fill her with the prophets’ scorn of tyranny, and a Christ-like tenderness
for the heavy-laden and downtrodden.

People:

Bid her cease from seeking her own life, lest she lose it.

Bishop:

Make her valiant to give her life to humanity, that, like her crucified Lord,
she may mount by the path of the cross to a higher glory;

People:

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bishop:

I hereby fix the 2018-2019 Appointments to the local churches and
extension ministries.

Walter Rauschenbusch

 Closing Song 	 
Blessed Assurance

UMH 369
Words: Fanny J. Crosby, 1873, Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1873

 Blessing of the Trees 	 
The trees that have adorned the worship space this Annual Conference will be planted on the
grounds of Lake Junaluska as a reminder of the fruit that is born from the seeds that have
been planted in our lives.
Creator of life and Sustainer of seed and soil, of tree and flower, you have created this
world and all that lives in it. It is to you that we come in this prayer of dedication and
blessing, for you are the giver of life and the sustainer of all that lives. We come to
you to dedicate these trees in memory and in honor of all who have planted seeds in
faith formation, and who have taught the scriptures to young and old. We give you
thanks for their lives and come to you with thanksgiving for the influence, by your
Holy Spirit, in our lives. May these trees remind us of all in whom we love and who is
held forever in your never-ending love. May these trees dig deep roots and grow wide
branches to bear witness to your abundant love and grace made known through your
servants who have and will continue to teach your scriptures. We ask for your blessing
upon these trees and upon us who you continue to call, that life might dwell and bear
witness to the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we pray. Amen.
Adapted for the use of this worship service from
“Worship: Tree Planting,” Web of Creation, August 14, 2004,
http://www.webofcreation.org/Worship/services/tree.htm (accessed May 4, 2018).

 Response 	 
I Need You To Survive

Greensboro Community Cluster Choir
Hezekiah Walker

We experience true happiness when
 Benediction 	 
Bishop Leeland
our movements and motives are in

Bishop:

We serve, like Abraham and Sarah, because you call us to.

All:

We strive, like Job and the Samaritan woman, to live righteously.

Bishop:

We go, like Moses and Mary, insecurely.

All:

We witness, like Deborah and Stephen, taking courage.
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line with the Word of God, and we
learn from the disciples that we have
all been called to TEACH through our
words, actions, and relationships. We
rehearse these movements and motives
through our discipline of worship, so
that as we go forward from this place,
we are best prepared for the ministry
of teaching and transformation.

Bishop:

We believe, like Rebekah and Samuel, like Hosea and Esther, like Nathaniel and Martha,

All:

We are people with parts to play in God’s story of redemption, forgiveness, and grace!

Adapted from the Virginia Annual Conference Closing Worship Service, 2013

 Postlude 	 
The Church's One Foundation
Words: Samuel J. Stone, 1868; Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1864; Arranged By: Jay Althouse, 1989

Worship Leaders & Participants 	 
Bishop Paul Leeland
Resident Bishop, Charlotte Area, Western NC Conference
Brittany Bethel
Denver UMC, Denver, Catawba Valley District
Dr. Charlesetta Dawson
Director, Greensboro Community Cluster Choir
Patricia Fitzgerald
Liaison, Greensboro Community Cluster Choir
Rev. Timothy Fitzgerald
Camp Springs (Reidsville) & Garretts Grove (Gibsonville) UMC, Northern Piedmont District
Carolyn Hill
Director, Greensboro Community Cluster Choir
Rev. David R. Ortigoza
St. Andrew’s UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
Alisha Robinette
Kistler's UMC, Lawndale, Catawba Valley District
Rev. Ashley S. White
Mallaieu-Jones UMC, Mount Airy, Yadkin Valley District
Rev. Juston Smith
Organist, Associate Pastor, First UMC, Gastonia,Catawba Valley District
Greensboro Community Cluster Choir
Northern Piedmont District
Denver United Methodist Church Contemporary Band
Catawba Valley District
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERINGS
The offerings will be taken at annual conference during Opening Worship (Friday morning) and Closing Worship (Sunday morning).
Churches are encouraged to take an offering, do a fund-raiser, or request money from the missions budget and bring it with them
to conference. Checks can be mailed directly to the conference at PO Box 18005, Charlotte NC 28218. Please make checks
payable to “WNCC Treasurer” and place either “Bennett College” or “Save the Bridge” on the memo line.

OPENING WORSHIP OFFERING: BENNETT COLLEGE

(366) 517-2100
http://www.bennett.edu
900 E. Washington St.
Greensboro NC 27401

Bennett College is an historically black college (HCBU) of The United Methodist Church. We will
receive an offering to support Bennett College during the Opening Worship Service as part of the
recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the merger of the Western North Carolina Conference of
the Southeastern Jurisdiction and part of the North Carolina-Virginia Conference of the Central
Jurisdiction to form the Western North Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church.
Since its beginnings in 1873, this institution has grown from an elementary and secondary school
in an unplastered basement of a church, to a vital women’s college that “fosters the constant
rhythm of ideas. Each student’s individual need for self-expression and desire for achievement
is constantly nurtured...Today, in the midst of a very active renaissance, Bennett is preparing
contemporary women to be well-educated, productive professionals, informed participating citizens,
and enlightened parents.” (from the Bennett website)
http://www.bennett.edu/

CLOSING WORSHIP OFFERING:
SAVE THE LAKE JUNALUSKA BRIDGE

For more than 100 years, the bridge over the Lake Junaluska dam has served as an important vehicular route and pedestrian
walkway. In Fall 2016, the bridge over the dam was closed to vehicular traffic due to deterioration of the bridge’s steel support beams.
With your help, we can restore the bridge to vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The estimated cost is $1.4 to $1.7 million. Renewal
of the bridge will promote healthy lifestyles by maintaining the full loop of the walking trail, make it possible to drive completely
around the lake, restore one of the lake’s historic landmarks, and preserve these important experiences for future generations.

Ways to Give: Online at https://donorbox.org/junaluska
Mail: Lake Junaluska Development Office, PO Box 67, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 28745
Phone: 828-454-6680
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This photograph was taken at the 1968 merger of the NC-Va Conference with the Western NC Conference. Pictured, from left to right: Mrs. Murphy Nelson, President, The Women’s
Society for Christian Service - WNC Conf.; Mrs. Jettie Morrison, President, The Women’s Society for Christian Service - NC-Va Conf.; Bishop Earl G. Hunt, Charlotte Area, Southeastern
Jurisdiction; Bishop Edgar A. Love, Baltimore Area, Northeastern Jurisdiction; Dr. Clarence M. Winchester, Lay Leader, NC-Va Conf.; Mr. Robert Smith, Lay Leader, WNC Conf.

Fifty years ago, institutional segregation prayerfully ended with the merger of two denominations, the Methodist
Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church; and the merger of the Central (black) and Southeastern (white)
Jurisdictions of The Methodist Church. We became The United Methodist Church.
Since that time, the Western North Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church has appointed more than 125
clergypersons in cross-racial appointments, further cementing the unity to which our predecessors strove.
While the merger of 1968 came with its own set of angst and dissension, we honor and celebrate the work of those who
came before us, and recommit to their legacy. We recognize we have come a long way, since seeing walls come down a
half-century ago, and we know we have a longer way still, as we strive for unity: unity and diversity, unity and love.
In the face of an uncertain future for our United Methodist Church, we commit again to love. Our hearts are to honor
God in all we do; to have a Christ-like compassion and conviction to love our neighbors; to share our faith not just with
our world, but with our brothers and sisters in our own communities.
Let us strive to have God’s heart of acceptance and forgiveness, to focus not on the differences that divide, but the
internal Spirit we share. Let us come to accept each person on this earth as a beloved child of God, celebrating each
person’s God-given uniqueness. Let us commit to tearing down walls instead of erecting new ones. Let us all, as individuals, choose to make our Western North Carolina Conference a better place to worship and grow in faith.
For more information on the merger and history of The United Methodist Church, please see “Becoming the UMC” in the Program & Reports Book.

...that they may all be one.
As you, Father, are in me
and I am in you, may they
also be in us, so that the
world may believe that you
have sent me.
John 17:21
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