SERVICES OF WORSHIP

Friday, June 21 	 
11:00 a.m.
3:30 p.m.

Opening Worship: Service of Communion ........................................................ Stuart Auditorium
Offering: Hurricane Relief
Order of the Day: Recognition of 2019 Class of Retirees ................................... Stuart Auditorium
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Saturday, June 22 	 
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Order of Morning Prayer ................................................................................... Stuart Auditorium
Service of Worship: Celebration of Life ............................................................. Stuart Auditorium
Service of Worship: Ordering of Ministry .......................................................... Stuart Auditorium

12
38

Sunday, June 23 	 
10:00 a.m.

Closing Worship Service .................................................................................... Stuart Auditorium
Offering: Hurricane Relief

UMH indicates The United Methodist Hymnal | BOW indicates The United Methodist Book of Worship
TFWS indicates The Faith We Sing | Worship & Song is spelled out

 Congregation, please stand as you are able.

Music Licensing Statement

The Western North Carolina Conference supports the Copyright Act of United States Code.
As such, reprinting of all music has been licensed by OneLicense.net,
license numbers A-711660 and CCLI #1245947. All rights reserved.

Thank you for worshiping with us. In an effort to be better stewards of our resources, the orders of worship for the 2019
Western North Carolina Annual Conference services held in Stuart Auditorium are published in this booklet. We invite
you to write your name below and keep this worship booklet with you for the duration of annual conference. If you do
not plan to keep your worship book for further reference or as a keepsake, please return it to a box near an auditorium
exit. We will use it for later worship services. Thank you for helping us to be good stewards of our resources.

This book belongs to ________________________________________________________________
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OPENING WORSHIP
Friday, June 21, 2019 | 11:00 a.m. | Stuart Auditorium

Prelude
 Call to Worship

Rev. Susan Suarez Webster

Written by Nancy C. Townley, on the Worship Connection page of the Ministry Matters website
Leader:

En medio de las circunstancias turbulentas, Dios está presente.

All:

What have we to fear?

Leader:

En la oscuridad y el terror, Dios está con nosotros.

All:

Of whom shall we be afraid?

Leader:

Levántense, pueblo De Dios, porque son amados y salvos.

All:

Thanks be to God who cares deeply for us. Amen.

Testimony of Faith
"Living In and Through the Storms"
 Processional Hymn 	 
"A Mighty Fortress"

UMH 110
Words and Music: Martin Luther

Prayers of the People
Rev. Diron Chloe:

Jesus said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” As we enter this time of prayer together, let us lay down all our worries
and burdens, and join in a moment of silence, that we might rest in God’s presence and listen to what the Spirit
has to say to us today.
Creator God, when we look at the night sky, we give thanks for all the ways you light our path and guide us
toward you, even when our world is full of darkness and our path uncertain. We ask that you guide our hands
and feet, giving us the boldness to do your good will and shine the light of your Son into a world desperate to
know your love.

All:
Rev. Amy Burton:

All:

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We, the people of your church, humbly come before you, seeking your forgiveness for all the ways we’ve failed
to love you and our neighbors well. You promised Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as the
stars of the night sky. Help us to see each of your children as a part of our covenant family, to listen before we
speak, to love before passing judgment, and to find unity even in the midst of our vast difference.
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Rev. Rob Hutchinson:
Sometimes we can become overwhelmed by how broken our world is and weary of bearing the pain and
suffering we find in our lives and in the lives of those for whom we care deeply. We feel like the disciples in the
boat during the storm, our vessel swamped by waves, crying out in fear, “Help us, Lord! Do you not care that
we are perishing?!” Help us indeed, Lord, to trust in your power to calm every storm. We ask you to bring peace
in ways that are beyond our understanding or imagination.
All:

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Rev. Pat Dixon:

All:

Awesome God, as we continue following in the light of your word as revealed to us in your son Jesus Christ,
help us to know that you are always close to us, even when we struggle to see you or feel you. Give us the
courage to trust in your goodness, to partner in the ever-redeeming and healing work of your Holy Spirit, and
to witness to your glory as we commit our lives to your radical love.
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer. Amen.

Preparation for the Word
"Lead Me Lord"

UMH 473
Words: Psalm 5:8, 5:8. Words: Samuel Sebastian Wesley

 Scripture Lesson

Rev. Jessica Ligon Dayson
Genesis 11: 31-12:5b (CEB)

Anthem
"O God Our Help in Ages Past"

UMH 117
Arranged by: Mark Miller

Introduction of Guest Bishop
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Sermon 	 
"God's Unyielding Faith - In Us"

Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr.

Offering 	 
The offering will go toward disaster response efforts in the North Carolina and Alabama – West Florida Annual Conferences in
which individuals and churches suffered extensive damage from hurricanes Florence and Michael.

Offertory
“Psalm 139”

Words and Music by Allen Pote

 Doxology 	 
“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow"

UMH 94

Communion

Bishop Leeland and Bishop Saenz assisted by Rev. Gloria Hughes

Invitation to the Table 	 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin, and seek to live in peace with one
another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Confession and Pardon 	 
The Worship Sourcebook
All:

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an
obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your
love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader:

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were still sinners; that proves God's love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People:

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

All:

Glory to God. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving 	 
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:
People:

Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader:

Almighty and eternal God, we indeed offer you praise and thanks for your presence in the world that you
love. In every age you call your people to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you, their
God. When conflict and strife arise, you turn our minds to consider the ways of peace. Your Spirit converts
our hearts, calming troubled consciences, reconciling the alienated, enabling conversation among adversaries,
and turning the swords of the nations into plowshares. Your Spirit is at work when understanding overcomes
discord, when compassion extinguishes the flames of hatred, and when forgiveness silences cries for vengeance.
And so we thank you and praise you with the faithful people of every time and place, joining with the choirs of
heaven and with the whole creation in proclaiming your glory:

People (Sing together):
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Leader:

We give thanks to you through your Son, Jesus Christ, who is the way that leads to peace. He is the true Word
that brings salvation and the source of eternal life. He is the hand stretched out to sinners, the one who became
a servant that we might learn to seek after heavenly things and so find our way to one another. Therefore we
celebrate the reconciliation that Christ has gained for us. When he was at supper on the night before he died for
us, he took bread and gave you thanks and praise. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take,
eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. At the end of the meal he took
the cup. Again he offered you praise, gave the cup to his disciples, and said: Drink from this, all of you. This is
my blood of the new and everlasting covenant which is shed for you and for all people. Do this, as often as you
drink it, for the remembrance of me.
And so in the remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of
faith.

People (Sing together):
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Leader:

Lord our God, your Son has entrusted this pledge of love to us, and so we celebrate the memory of his death
and resurrection. Accept us together with your Son. Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts, and fill us with
that same Spirit as we share this meal, so that all which divides us may be healed. Inspire us to be your people of
reconciliation. Make your church throughout the world to be a sign of unity and an instrument of peace. Bring
quickly that new world where the fullness of your peace will be revealed. Keep us watchful for that day when
people of every race, language and way of life will gather to share in the one eternal banquet with Jesus Christ
our Lord. Through him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty God, now and forever.

All (Sing together):
Amen!

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:
All:

Now with the confidence of the children of God, let us boldly pray together:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Breaking of Bread
Leader:

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in Christ’s love poured out for us all.

 Bishop Leeland will give instructions for the receiving of the bread and the cup. 
 All communion elements are gluten free. 

Prayer Following Communion

Bishop Leeland

Bishop:

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery
in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world
in the strength of your Spirit,
to give ourselves for others,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

All:

Amen.

SENDING FORTH

 Closing Hymn 	 
“Trust and Obey”

UMH 467
Words: John H Sammis; Music: Daniel B. Towner

Benediction

Bishop Leeland
As you go from this house and re-enter the world, you are invited to dip your hands in the bowls of water at each exit, remembering
your baptism and your call to partner with the powerful work of the Holy Spirit in our world.

Postlude 	 
Worship Leaders 	 
In addition to our conference musicians, the music today is led by members of The Conference Choir.
Conference Choir Director:
Conference Choir Accompanist:
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr.
Rev. Gloria Hughes
Rev. Susan Suarez Webster
Rev. Jessica Ligon Dayson
Rev. Diron Chloe
Rev. Amy Burton
Rev. Rob Hutchinson
Rev. Patricia Dixon
Jarvis Wilson
Keith Wilson

Rev. Carrie Wright
Rev. Rhonda Smith

Hawthorne Lane UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
First UMC, Hickory, Catawba Valley District

We offer our sincere thanks for the service and ministry of those who lead us in worship.

Resident Bishop, Western North Carolina Conference
Resident Bishop, Great Plains Conference
Chair of the Order of Deacons; Vitality Associate, Appalachian District
Central UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
UNC Asheville, Wesley Foundation, Blue Ridge District
Metropolitan UMC, Greensboro, Northern Piedmont District
West UMC, Mooresville, Metro District
Maiden UMC, Maiden, Catawba Valley District
Antioch-Faith UMC, Rural Hall, Yadkin Valley District
Conference Musician, Pianist/Organist, Atlanta, Georgia
Conference Musician, Vocalist, Ben Hill UMC, North Georgia Conference

Processional Attendants
Acolyte
Acolyte
Crucifer
Bible Bearer 	
Bishop's Crosier 	

Cari Bellairs
Jacquie Slack
Karen Perry
Torey Haynes
Rev. Darlene Stokes

Hoyle Memorial UMC, Shelby, Catawba Valley District
Providence UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
Providence UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
Rock Hill UMC, Stanley, Catawba Valley District
Green Hill-Beaver Creek UMC, Lenoir, Appalachian District
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RECOGNITION OF 2019 RETIREES
Friday June 21, 2019 | 3:30 p.m. | Stuart Auditorium
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:19-20 (NRSV)

Gathering
Board of Pensions Remarks

Celebrating the Ministry of the Retirees

Mike Watson

President, Board of Pension and Health Benefits

Opening Prayer
Passing the Mantle

Rev. Kennette Lawrence Thomas

Statement on Behalf of Retirees
Statement in Response

Rev. Nancy Miller Campbell
Rev. Joel Richard Simpson

 Hymn of Praise
"Marching to Zion"

UMH 733
Words: Isaac Watts, Refrain by Robert Lowry; Music: Robert Lowry.

Naming of Retirees

Mike Watson
The retirees and their spouses are presented by name and given certificates and other tokens of appreciation. The number of years by
their names indicates time served since their licensing, first appointments, or first conference membership/ordination, whichever is
earliest, as these dates appear in the records of the conference secretary. The number may or may not agree with pension information.

Barbara Jean Barden ........................................31
Glenda McShane Bramlet 	�������������������������������20
Dana Millard Bunn .........................................25
Sally Marie Kemp Bush 	����������������������������������42
Dennis Wayne Cameron 	��������������������������������26
Nancy Miller Campbell 	����������������������������������33
Walter Bates Christian .....................................12
Clint James Church .........................................39
Stephen Reynolds Combs 	�������������������������������24
Anne Collins Conover .....................................11
Judy Hilton Eurey ...........................................14
George Mark Freeman 	������������������������������������42
George Hobart Friddle 	�����������������������������������14

Thomas Lester Gibson .....................................42
Michael Hanes Goode .....................................27
Bonnie Preston Harris .....................................20
Freida Hartley Hobson 	�����������������������������������15
Doug Edward Hochmuth 	�������������������������������29
Arthur Robert Holland 	�����������������������������������37
Charles Lee Hutchens .....................................29
Barbara Lynn Jordan .........................................8
Ruth Naomi King ...........................................18
Eric Earl Lanier ...............................................12
David Alan Locke ............................................12
Elizabeth Horace Orrell	�����������������������������������20
Ronald Joe Lytle ..............................................22

Richard Allen Magnuson 	��������������������������������17
Albert Wade Ogle ............................................22
Wayne Bloodworth Parleir 	������������������������������32
David Wayne Ratcliffe .....................................23
Sherrie Burford Schork 	�����������������������������������21
Selena Levens Scott ...........................................7
Patricia Kaylor Suggs .......................................42
Michael Keith Swofford 	����������������������������������38
Charles Sydnor Thompson III	�������������������������38
Jack Donald Tookey ........................................13
Ann Marie Tucker ...........................................36
Catherine Kelly Vlastakis 	��������������������������������15
Charles Mac Warren ........................................13

Special Music
"Eternal Life"

Words: St. Francis of Assisi; Musc: Olive Dungan

Response of Gratitude from the Church

Bishop Paul Leeland

Bishop:

Who among us can say our work is done, our task complete?
Can our vocation be turned off, like a switch?

Those Retiring:

As the days draw near, our feelings are mixed.
We are grateful for the relationships we have shared;
We remember how Christ has used us as his hands and feet.
The time has come to let go and release the work we have done.
The sermons are finished, the programming is behind us, the work of counseling,
pastoring, and other ministries are over.
We surrender them into the hands of those who come after us.
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Like Elijah, we pass the mantle,
and like Elisha, we pray for those who pick up the mantle after us.
We trust that they will go forth where Christ will send them,
as they navigate the waters set before God’s people.
People:

We give thanks to God for your presence among us.
You were called to “Word, Sacrament, and Order” and to “Compassion, Justice, and Service” ministries.
On many occasions, you have risen to serve above and beyond what was expected or required.
We thank you for the love you have shown to God and God’s people.
May your transition into retirement not be a shrinking from your calling,
but rather, a turning of the page into a new beginning.

Closing Prayer
 Closing Hymn

Rev. Kennette Lawrence Thomas

"To God Be The Glory"

UMH 98
Words: Fanny J. Crosby; Music: William H. Doane

Worship Leaders 	 
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Mike Watson
Rev. Michelle Chappell
Rev. Juston Smith
Rev. Kennette Thomas
Rev. Joel Simpson
Rev. Nancy Miller Campbell
Jarvis Wilson
Keith Wilson

Resident Bishop, Western North Carolina Conference
President, Board of Pension and Health Benefits
Dilworth UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
First UMC, Gastonia, Catawba Valley District
Surry Community College, Dobson, Yadkin Valley District
First UMC, Taylorsville, Appalachian District
SouthPark Church, Charlotte, Metro District
Conference Musician, Pianist/Organist, Atlanta, Georgia
Conference Musician, Vocalist, Ben Hill UMC, Atlanta, Georgia

THE 2019 RETIREES:
Barbara Jean Barden

Spouse: Mark
Diaconal Minister 1988
Ordained Deacon 1997
Full Connection 1997
Appointments: 1988 Transfer from Florida Conference; 1989 Education, Burkhead (Winston-Salem); 1992 Leave of Absence;
1993 Children’s and Youth Ministries, Central (Concord); 1996 Education Burkhead (Winston-Salem); 2000 Minister of
Education, Myers Park (Charlotte); 2019 Retired

Glenda McShane Bramlet

Spouse: Michael
Licensed 1999
Appointments: 1999 Fairview Sharon-Sardis; 2001 Fairview Sharon-Laurel Hill; 2003 Bethany-Fairview Sharon; 2009
Rockford Street-Oak Grove (Mount Airy); 2012 Matthews Chapel-Price (Stonesville); 2013 Westview (Hickory); 2019 Retired

Dana Millard Bunn

Spouse: Joyce
Licensed 1994
Probationary Member 1997
Ordained Deacon 1997
Ordained Elder 1999
Full Connection 1999
Appointments: 1994 Seagrove; 1994 Pisgah-Seagrove; 1997 Hiddenite-Liberty; 2004 Whitnel (Lenoir); 2008 First
(Randleman); 2015 Intentional Interim Archdale; 2017 Intentional Interim First (Sylva); 2019 Retired

Sally Marie Kemp Bush

Spouse: Russell
Diaconal Minister 1977
Ordained Deacon 1997
Full Connection 1997
Appointments: 1977 Education, Maple Springs (Winston-Salem); 1978 Education, Providence (Charlotte); 1982 Leave of
Absence; 1987 Assistant Director, Resident Services, Givens Estates; 2003 Programming Director, Givens Estates; 2018
Retired
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Dennis Wayne Cameron

Spouse: Vickie
Licensed 1986
Appointments: 1986 Mount Airy-Surry Circuit Associate; 1996 Mount Airy-Surry Circuit; 1999 No Appointment; 2006
Salem-Epworth (Mount Airy); 2015 Franklin Heights-Maple Grove (Mount Airy); 2019 Retired

Nancy Miller Campbell

Spouse: William
Diaconal Minister 1986
Ordained Deacon 1997
Full Connection 1997
Appointments: 1986 Education, Cokesbury (Charlotte); 1987 Counselor, Catholic Counseling Services; 2005 Leave of
Absence; 2005 Associate, Sharon (Charlotte) Minister of Spiritual Growth; 2018 SouthPark (Charlotte) Deacon Associate;
2019 Retired

Walter Bates Christian

Spouse: Diana
Licensed 2007
Probationary Member 2015
Appointments: 2007 Dana; 2011 Henderson County Cooperative Parish Director (Edneyville-Dana); 2015 Mount Hermon
(Madison); 2019 Retired

Clint James Church

Spouse: Alyson
Licensed 1978
Probationary Member 1984
Ordained Deacon 1984
Ordained Elder 1988
Full Connection 1988
Appointments: 1978 Moravian Falls; 1979 Boone Circuit; 1982 No Appointment; 1984 Hopewell (AL); 1992 Faith (Gastonia);
1998 Highland (Hickory); 2005 Abernethy Memorial (Newton); 2014 Roberta; 2019 Retired

Stephen Reynolds Combs

Spouse: Sandra
Licensed 1995
Probationary Member 1997
Ordained Deacon 1997
Ordained Elder 1999
Full Connection 1999
Appointments: 1995 St. Luke (Charlotte); 1999 Matthews Associate; 2006 Fletcher; 2010 Milford Hills (Salisbury); 2015
Salem; 2019 Retired

Anne Collins Conover

Spouse: Cameron
Probationary Member 2008
Ordained Deacon 2012
Full Connection 2012
Appointments: 2008 Center Minister of Education; 2010 Yadkinville Minister of the Arts; 2013 Rehobeth Minister of
Education; 2018 Rehobeth (Greensboro) Deacon Associate; 2018 Transitional Leave; 2019 Retired

Judy Hilton Eurey

Spouse: Edward
Licensed 2005
Probationary Member 2006
Ordained Elder 2010
Full Connection 2010
Appointments: 2005 Table Rock Assistant; 2006 First Associate (Hendersonville): 2010 Pisgah (Lincolnton); 2014 Friendship
(Statesville); 2019 Retired

George Mark Freeman

Spouse: Donna
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1981
Full Connection 1981
Appointments: 1977 Student; 1979 Level Cross-Ebenezer; 1981 Mount Tabor (Salisbury); 1983 Seagrove; 1985 South Point
(Belmont); 1986 Providence Associate (Charlotte); 1991 Cullowhee; 1995 Biltmore (Asheville); 1996 First (Brevard); 2001
Oak Ridge; 2002 First (Hickory); 2007 First (Gastonia); 2011 Central (Monroe); 2017 Sedge Garden (Kernersville); 2019
Retired

George Hobart Friddle

Spouse: Elizabeth
Licensed 2005
Appointments: Appointments: 2005 St. Paul; 2015 St. Paul - Proximity; 2019 Retired
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Thomas Lester Gibson

Spouse: Robin
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1982
Full Connection 1982
Appointments: 1977 Student; 1980 Pisgah (Kernersville); 1984 Williamson’s Chapel; 1990 Morris Chapel; 1995 Boone; 2000
St. Luke’s (Hickory); 2007 Guilford Gollege (Greensboro); 2019 Retired

Michael Hanes Goode

Spouse: Ellen
Licensed 1992
Probationary Member 1995
Ordained Deacon 1995
Ordained Elder 1999
Full Connection 1999
Appointments: 1992 Forsyth-Stokes; 1997 Green Street (Winston-Salem); 2000 Shady Grove (Winston-Salem); 2007 Mount
Pleasant (Greensboro); 2010 Huntersville; 2013 Hickory Grove (Charlotte); 2015 First (China Grove); 2019 Retired

Bonnie Preston Harris

Probationary Member 1999
Ordained Deacon 1999
Ordained Elder 2001
Full Connection 2001
Appointments: 1999 Tabernacle; 2004 Trinity (Gastonia); 2007 Pine Grove (Kernersville); 2012 Center (Yadkinville); 2017
Vanderburg (Mooresville); 2019 Retired

Freida Hartley Hobson

Spouse: David
Associate Member 2004
Ordained Deacon 2004
Appointments: 1995 Fairview (MA); 1996 Table Rock Associate-Fairview; 1997 Golden Valley-Pinnacle; 2002 First Associate
(Forest City); 2005 Pleasant Grove (Forest City); 2006 Forest Hill Associate (Concord); 2009 First (Maiden); 2012 Crowell
Memorial-Palm Tree; 2019 Retired

Doug Edward Hochmuth

Spouse: Deborah
Probationary Member 1990
Ordained Elder 1993
Full Connection 1993
Appointments: 1990 St. Asbury; 1991 North Cleveland; 1996 First (Eden); 2001 Christ (Morganton); 2005 Bethesda
(Lexington); 2009 Mount Carmel (Winston-Salem); 2012 First (Norwood); 2016 Hiddenite-South River-Carson’s Chapel;
2019 Retired

Arthur Robert Holland

Spouse: Denna
Probationary Member 1982
Ordained Deacon 1982
Ordained Elder 1985
Full Connection 1985
Appointments: 1982 Student; 1983 First Associate (North Wilkesboro); 1986 Salem; 1990 Prospect-Mount Pleasant; 1994
Trinity (Lexington); 1998 Good Hope; 2005 Mount Carmel (Reidsville); 2009 Bethel (Thomasville); 2013 Lafayette Street
(Shelby); 2019 Retired

Charles Lee Hutchens

Spouse: Susan
Probationary Member 1991
Ordained Deacon 1991
Ordained Elder 1994
Full Connection 1994
Appointments: 1990 Pine Grove-Randall; 1993 Oak Grove (Ellenboro); 1996 First (Taylorsville); 2001 Bethany (Lexington);
2006 Main Street (Reidsville); 2012 Bethlehem (Climax); 2016 Centenary (Mount Ulla); 2019 Retired

Barbara Lynn Jordan

Spouse: Larry
Licensed 2011
Appointments: 2011 Dulin; 2013 Arcadia; 2016 Midway (Lexington) Assistant; 2019 Retired

Ruth Naomi King

Probationary Member 2001
Ordained Elder 2004
Full Connection 2004
Appointments: 2001 Beaverdam-Piney Grove; 2005 Christ (Weaverville); 2012 Bethel (Statesville)-Marvin (Stony Point); 2019
Retired

Eric Earl Lanier

Spouse: Melanie
Licensed 2007
Appointments: 2007 Pineville Assistant; 2019 Retired
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David Alan Locke

Spouse: Ruby
Licensed 2007
Probationary Member 2011
Ordained Elder 2014
Full Connection 2014
Appointments: 2007 Snow Creek-Moss Chapel; 2008 Snow Creek-Moss Chapel-Midway; 2010 New Hope (Rutherfordton);
2013 Weddington Associate; 2016 Providence (Statesville); 2018 Retired

Elizabeth Kay Horace Lowder Orrell

Spouse: Dale
Diaconal Minister 1994
Ordained Deacon 1999
Full Connection 1999
Appointments: 1994 Education, Sharon (Charlotte); 2000 Education, Mount Tabor (Winston-Salem); 2005 Leave of Absence;
2011 Mount Tabor, Minister of Spiritual Formation & Adult Ministry (Winston-Salem); 2014 Waterfall Consulting and
Coaching; 2019 Retired

Ronald Joe Lytle
Spouse: Ruth
Licensed 1997

Ordained Deacon 2003
Appointments: 1997 Ansonville; 2001 Laboratory-Mary’s Grove; 2005 Shiloh (Claremont); 2014 Hickory Stand-Oak Forest;
2015 Medical Leave; 2019 Retired

Richard Allen Magnuson

Spouse: Mary
Licensed 2002
Appointments: 2002 Knox Chapel; 2008 Rocky Springs-Carson’s Chapel; 2010 Nebo-Snow Hill: 2019 Retired

Albert Wade Ogle

Spouse: Susan
Licensed 1997
Probationary Member 2002
Ordained Elder 2005
Full Connection 2005
Appointments: 1997 Gilkey-Thermal City-Gilboa; 2002 First (Hildebran); 2010 Trinity (Charlotte); 2019 Retired

Wayne Bloodworth Parleir

Spouse: Elizabeth
Licensed 1987
Appointments: 1987 Sandy Ridge Associate; 1991 Meadow View-Wentworth Associate (Eden); 1993 Meadow View (Eden);
2019 Retired

David Wayne Ratcliffe

Spouse: Susan
Licensed 1996
Probationary Member 1999
Ordained Deacon 1999
Ordained Elder 2001
Full Connection 2001
Appointments: 1996 Murphy Circuit Co-Pastor/Cherokee Co Parish; 1997 Avondale-Cliffside; 1999 Oteen-Azalea; 2002
Pleasant Grove (Forest City); 2005 Crowell Memorial-Palm Tree; 2009 Ashe-Watauga; 2012 Chaplain, United Hospice of
Wilkes; 2017 Chaplain, Medi Home Health and Hospice, Sparta; 2019 Retired

Sherrie Burford Schork

Spouse: John
Diaconal Minister 1998
Ordained Deacon 2001
Full Connection 2011
Appointments: 2010 Cullowhee Deacon Associate; 2011 Transfer from Kentucky Conference; 2013 Barnabas Ministries,
Smoky Mountain District and Director of Equipping Ministries, First Waynesville; 2015 Barnabas Ministries; 2016 Smoky
Mountain Church Vitality Strategist and Barnabas Ministries; 2018 Retired

Selena Levens Scott

Spouse: Larry
Licensed 2012
Appointments: 2012 Forsyth-Rockingham-Stokes Circuit Assistant; 2013 Hiddenite-South River- Carson’s Chapel Assistant;
2014 Hiddenite Assistant; 2016 Glencoe (Summerfield); 2019 Retired
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Patricia Kaylor Suggs

Spouse: Doug
Probationary Member 1977
Ordained Deacon 1977
Ordained Elder 1979
Full Connection 1979
Appointments: 1977 Sparta; 1978 Shiloh-Sparta; 1980 Student; 1987 Director of Aging Initiativies and Assistant Professor
of Medicine, Bowman Gray School of Medicine; 1998 Director of Aging Initiatives and Assistant Professor of Medicine,
Bowman Gray School of Medicine/Marvin (Winston-Salem); 2006 Bethel (Winston-Salem); 2008 Counselor, Taylor House
Associate; 2009 Chaplain, The Prodigals Community; 2011 St. Mark and Coach/Trainer for Clergy and Congregations; 2014
Coach/Trainer for Clergy and Congregations; 2016 Elbaville (Advance) & Coach/Trainer for Clergy and Congregations;
2017 Coach/Trainer for Clergy and Congregations/Danbury Community Chapel; 2019 Coach/Trainer for Clergy and
Congregations; 2019 Retired

Michael Keith Swofford

Spouse: Melissa
Licensed 1972
Probationary Member 1982
Ordained Deacon 1982
Ordained Elder 1985
Full Connection 1985
Appointments: 1974 Matton’s Grove-Zion; 1975 No Appointment; 1982 Student; 1983 Northwood (High Point); 1985 South
Randolph; 1987 Flag Springs-New Hope; 1989 Fletcher; 1994 New Salem (Randleman); 2000 Pisgah (Kernersville); 2002
Matthews Associate; 2006 First (Marion); 2010 Centenary (Mount Ulla); 2016 Bethlehem (Climax); 2019 Retired

Charles Sydnor Thompson III

Spouse: Kelly
Probationary Member 1981
Ordained Deacon 1981
Ordained Elder 1986
Full Connection 1986
Appointments: 1981 Wingate; 1983 Student; 1985 St. Paul (Central Texas Conference); 1986 Student; 1987 Transfer from
Texas Conference; 1990 Whittier; 1993 Westford (Concord); 1997 First (North Wilkesboro); 2005 US Navy Chaplain; 2006
First (Morganton); 2012 US Navy Chaplain; 2013 Myers Memorial (Gastonia); 2016 First (Rutherfordton); 2019 Retired

Jack Donald Tookey

Spouse: Jacqueline
Licensed 2006
Probationary Member 2007
Ordained Elder 2011
Full Connection 2011
Appointments: 2006 Bethel (King); 2007 Farmington-Wesley Chapel; 2010 New Mount Tabor; 2015 Alleghany-Grayson
(Cox’s Chapel, Piney Creek, Shiloh); 2019 Retired

Ann Marie Tucker

Spouse: Steven
Diaconal Minister 1983
Ordained Deacon 1997
Full Connection 1997
Appointments: 1983 Education, Pleasant Garden (Greensboro); 1985 Education, Maple Springs (Winston-Salem); 1987
Leave of Absence; 1988 Resident Counselor, The Children's Home; 1993 Team Leader, The Children's Home; 2002 Family
Counselor, The Children's Home; 2003 Counselor, Crossroads HealthCare; 2004 Leave of Absence; 2007 Therapist,
Old Vineyard Behavioral Health, Inc.; 2009 Intake Coordinator, Community Resource Solution; 2010 Therapist, Youth
Opportunities, Inc.; 2011 Transitional Leave; 2012 Personal Leave; 2013 Therapist Family Services, Inc.; 2019 Retired

Catherine Kelly Vlastakis

Spouse: Kirk
Licensed 2001
Probationary Member 2008
Ordained Elder 2011
Full Connection 2011
Appointments: 2001 West Forsyth Assistant; 2002 Clemmons Associate; 2005 No Appointment; 2007 Hickory Ridge; 2008
Baltimore; 2012 Family Leave; 2015 Main Street (Kernersville) Associate Pastor; 2017 Family Leave; 2018 Retired

Charles Mac Warren

Spouse: Lisa
Licensed 2005
Appointments: 2005 Dunkirk-Eschol; 2006 Hanes Grove; 2009 Asbury-Hanes Grove; 2012 Macedonia-Olin; 2017 Olin; 2018
Retired
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Saturday, June 22, 2019 | 11:00 a.m. | Stuart Auditorium

Prelude 	 
 Call to Worship 	
Adapted from "Trust and Obey" UMH 467
Rev. Donna Friddle, spoken:
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors
received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is
seen was made from things that are not visible. (Hebrews 11:1-3)
People:

(Sing Together)
Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, but our toil he doth richly repay;

Rev. Friddle, spoken:
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin
that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
People:

(Sing Together)
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, but is blest if we trust and obey.

Rev. Friddle, spoken:
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with
them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. (Hebrews 13:1-3)
People:

(Sing Together)
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

 Processional Hymn 	 
"For All the Saints"

UMH 711
Words: William W. Howe, 1864 (Heb. 12:1); Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

Prayer of Confession – BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP
Rev. Lowe:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Rev. Lowe:

O God, who created each of us and calls us by name,
in our baptism, you initiated us, you set us apart.
You know our needs and ask that we trust in your promises.

Rev. Melissa Lowe

Give us your grace that we might be freed for joyful obedience even unto death.
Help us to live as those who are prepared to die.
And when our days here are ended,
enable us to die as those who go forth to live,
so that living or dying,
our life may be in Jesus Christ our risen Lord.
People:

Amen.

Scripture Lesson

Rev. Wesley Hall Jr.
Psalm 46 ESV
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Anthem 	 
"Over in the Gloryland"

Arranged by Moses Hogan
Crossflame, St. Luke's UMC, Hickory, Catawba Valley District

Scripture Lesson

Rev. Rebekah Ralph
John 11:17-27

Sermon 	 
“Resurrection Life”

Rev. Angela A. Pleasants

 Hymn 	 
"'Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus"

UMH 463

The Naming of the Saints 	 
Following the reading of each name, a chime will ring out and a candle will be lit, reminding us of the resounding holy light
experienced through the lives of those who have gone before. Family members and those who are friends and former church
members may stand as each name is read.
Readers:

Rev. Mitchel Boughman, Rev. Donna Friddle, Rev. Bradley Lisk, Rev. Melissa Lowe, Rev. Randolph Perdue

Bells:

Rev. Ashley Cyre, Rev. Nathan Finsel, Rev. Carrilea Potter Hall, Rev. Rebekah Ralph, Rev. Benjamin Sloan

Candles:

Rev. Richard Blount, Rev. Wesley Hall Jr., Rev. Roy Miller, Rev. Joel Simpson, Rev. Allen Stanton, Rev.
Kennette Thomas

IN MEMORIAM:
Clergy and Diaconal Ministers

Douglas Roach Beard Jr.........................................................................................................November 17, 2018
Harold Wendell Brittain........................................................................................................November 16, 2018
Jody Boone Campbell..................................................................................................................March 10, 2019
Kelly Anthony Creekmur......................................................................................................... February 10, 2019
Robert Vess Dodd............................................................................................................................. June 1, 2018
William Richard Doser..........................................................................................................November 25, 2018
Joe Lane Ervin............................................................................................................................ August 29, 2018
James Walter Ferree Sr.................................................................................................................March 26, 2019
Elizabeth Lorraine Graves......................................................................................................November 27, 2018
Ellen West Sears Harkey........................................................................................................November 25, 2018
Samuel Ray Hinton Sr.................................................................................................................March 24, 2019
Richard Bailey Jarrett...................................................................................................................March 29, 2019
Ralph Earl "Jack" Kayler........................................................................................................... October 22, 2018
Theodore Abraham Kirk.................................................................................................................. April 2, 2019
Luther Harold "Bud" Lawing Jr....................................................................................................... April 9, 2019
David Wilcox Lee.......................................................................................................................... April 18, 2019
Harry Glenn Long Jr...................................................................................................................... June 16, 2018
Carl Edward McArn Sr.............................................................................................................. February 8, 2019
Talmage Steven McLain............................................................................................................ October 10, 2018
Jean Marie Morgan................................................................................................................September 26, 2016
William Homer Osborne Jr...................................................................................................September 19, 2018
Frank Laprade Padgett...........................................................................................................November 20, 2018
Charles Elbert Page......................................................................................................................March 19, 2019
George Lee Pollock................................................................................................................November 20, 2018
Gaylen Arlis "G.A." Presley...................................................................................................... October 19, 2018
Paul Arthur Sears................................................................................................................... December 24, 2018
Thomas Ralph Sigmon.................................................................................................................... April 5, 2019
Panzie Merilyn Miller Stevens..........................................................................................................July 11, 2018
Edward Sidney Tapper................................................................................................................... April 27, 2019
Earl Wilson Jr....................................................................................................................................July 3, 2018
William Brian Wombough...................................................................................................... December 8, 2018
Wade Edward Wright............................................................................................................November 22, 2018
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IN MEMORIAM:
Spouses of Clergy and Diaconal Ministers

Angela Joan Whitener Andrews (Fletcher L. Andrews) .............................................................. August 20, 2018
Ellen Joan Moir Bailey (Richard D. Bailey) .......................................................................... December 30, 2018
Darryl Keith Beckerleg (Michelle L. Foster-Beckerleg) ................................................................... July 27, 2018
Eleanor Ann Scott Boyd (Jasper [Jay] Boyd) ............................................................................. August 16, 2018
Thomas Denny Choplin (Patricia P. Choplin) ...................................................................... September 20, 2018
Bettie Elizabeth Prestwood Clinard (Robert M. Clinard) .............................................................. June 15, 2018
Marlana Carlton Leonard Clodfelter (James P. Clodfelter Jr.) ................................................... January 11, 2019
James Cecil Cornelius (Doris H. Cornelius) ............................................................................. August 25, 2018
Barbara Ann Toney Evans (James H. Evans) .............................................................................. March 13, 2019
Vivian Rodriguez Fite (Ricky D. Fite) .................................................................................. September 12, 2018
Jeannie Lee Cashion Fox (D. Bryan Fox Jr.) ................................................................................... July 15, 2018
Michael Duane Franks (Caroline R. Franks) ................................................................................ April 13, 2019
Helen Jean Gross Hancock (Oros L. Hancock Jr.) ........................................................................ June 10, 2018
Patricia Hopper Yelton Harrill (Michael B. Harrill Sr.) ................................................................. May 30, 2018
Evelyn Grace Diggs Hawkins (W. Thornton Hawkins) .............................................................. January 4, 2019
Ada Wingler Hoyle (Wayne E. Hoyle) ...................................................................................... October 3, 2018
Miriam Eula Ervin Wilkins Hudspeth (Powell L. Wilkins Jr.) ...................................................... April 14, 2019
Mary Ann Kyker Hunt (Earl G. Hunt Jr.) ........................................................................... November 10, 2018
Shirlie Ann Simmons Isenhour (Olin B. Isenhour) ................................................................. October 31, 2018
Della Lee Fizer Jamieson (Herbert M. Jamieson Sr.) ....................................................................... May 5, 2019
Hazel Lean Brewer Johnson (Timothy I. Johnson II) .................................................................... June 25, 2018
Ruth Elizabeth DePuyt Durrant Kirk (Theodore A. Kirk & Charles W. Durrant) ................... February 7, 2019
Billie Sue West Lawing (Luther H. [Bud] Lawing Jr.) .......................................................... December 16, 2018
Dora Jane Henson Lutz (R. R. [Jack] Lutz) ............................................................................ October 17, 2018
Betty Gene Moore Manning (C. Clay Manning) ................................................................... February 24, 2019
Vida Katherine Price McArn (Carl E. McArn Sr.) ......................................................................... May 29, 2018
Sarah Elizabeth "Lib" Wiggins McDonald (Thad L. McDonald Jr.) .......................................... October 4, 2018
Doris "Dobby" Simmons McLean (Thomas C. McLean) ..................................................... November 29, 2018
Anita Marie Chislaghi McRacken (Mark E. McRacken) .......................................................... February 7, 2019
Anne Elizabeth Bennett Dodd Powell (John James [J.J.] Powell) ..................................................... June 7, 2018
Pauline Elizabeth Fincher "Polly" Scott (LeRoy A. Scott) ............................................................... July 24, 2018
Rosa Lee Hooker Sellers (Liston Sellers Jr.) .................................................................................... July 17, 2018
Remember Vanessa Jones "Ree" Smith (Wayne R. Smith) ....................................................... October 12, 2018
William Alton "Al" Spicer (Cynthia J. Spicer) ............................................................................ March 31, 2019
Amy Laura Powers Stapp (T. Cayce Stapp) ............................................................................ September 8, 2018
Anna Carolyn McCullough Strader (R. Harold Strader Sr.) ................................................... December 8, 2018
Barbara Minish Temple (Edward O. Temple Jr.) .............................................................................. July 7, 2018
Georgia Mozelle Smith Walker (Charles B. Walker) ................................................................... March 25, 2019
Lucille Margaret Chambers Warren (Garland L. Warren) ................................................................ May 1, 2019
Margaret Claire Kennedy Wellons (Albert W. Wellons) ....................................................... November 12, 2018
Wanda Mae Sams Winecoff (George H. Winecoff) .................................................................... January 2, 2019
Mary Janice Spencer Wombough (William B. Wombough) ................................................. November 16, 2018
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer 	 
Bishop:
People:
Rev. Roy Miller:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Eternal God, we rejoice today in the legacy of these, your servants,
and above all, we rejoice in your amazing love and calling on our lives.
We rejoice that you continue to call us,
and that you continue to inspire our families to share our ministries with us in this world.
We rejoice that you have called us into a future with hope,
and that you have placed a charge upon us all.
May we keep that charge, and be faithful always.

Bishop:

Bless us all as we lead towards the future,
to continue the work that has been done and to expand upon it,
to the end that your Kingdom may come upon the earth.
In joy and gratitude we pray as Jesus taught us to pray…

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

 Closing Hymn 	 
"Because He Lives"

UMH 364
Words and Music: William J. Gaither, Gloria Gaither, 1971

 Blessing 	 
Bishop:

Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may do his will,
working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21)

The congregation is requested to remain at their seats during the recessional as the families of those remembered are escorted
from the auditorium. Following the service, the families will receive greetings between Stuart Auditorium and Harrell Center.

 Recessional in Pipes 	 
Amazing Grace

Bagpipes

DEPART IN PEACE
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Worship Leaders
Presiding 	
Preaching 	
Musicians 	
Bagpipers 	
Other Attendants

Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Rev. Angela Pleasants
Jarvis Wilson
Keith Wilson
Crossflame
Kathi Graham
Leisa Stamey
Rev. Kennette Thomas
Rev. Edward Blount
Rev. Mitchel Boughman
Rev. Ashley Cyre
Rev. Nathan Finsel
Rev. Donna Friddle
Rev. Carrilea Potter Hall
Rev. Wesley Hall Jr.
Rev. Bradley Lisk
Rev. Melissa Lowe
Rev. Roy Miller
Rev. James Perdue
Rev. Rebekah Ralph
Rev. Joel Simpson
Rev. Benjamin Sloan

Resident Bishop, Western North Carolina Conference
District Superintendent, Catawba Valley District
Conference Musician, Pianist/Organist, Atlanta, Georgia
Conference Musician, Vocalist, Ben Hill UMC, North Georgia Conference
St. Luke's UMC, Hickory, Catawba Valley District
Central UMC, Mount Airy, Yadkin Valley District
Central UMC, Denton, Uwharrie District
Friendship-Shady Grove, Connelly Springs, Catawba Valley District
Crews UMC, Winston-Salem, Yadkin Valley District
Trinity UMC, Kannapolis, Metro District
Northwood-Sandy Ridge UMC, High Point, Northern Piedmont District
Broad Street UMC, Statesville, Appalachian District
Level Cross UMC, Dobson, Siloam UMC, Siloam, Yadkin Valley District
Bethel UMC, Franklin, Smoky Mountain District
Francis Cove UMC, Waynesville, Beaverdam UMC, Canton, Smoky Mountain District
Highland UMC, Hickory, Catawba Valley District
First UMC, Pilot Mountain, Yadkin Valley District
Mitchell's Chapel UMC, Boonville, Yadkin Valley District
First UMC, Taylorsville, Appalachian District
Bethany UMC, Albemarle, Uwharrie District

Processional Attendants:
Acolyte
Acolyte
Bible Bearer
Crucifer
Episcopal Banner 	

Rev. Mitchel Boughman
Rev. Allen Stanton
Rev. Melissa Lowe
Rev. Rebekah Ralph
Rev. Roy Miller

Friendship-Shady Grove, Connelly Springs, Catawba Valley District
Martin Methodist College, Pulaski, Tennessee, Yadkin Valley District
Francis Cove UMC, Waynesville, Beaverdam UMC, Canton, Smoky Mountain District
Mitchell's Chapel UMC, Boonville, Yadkin Valley District
Highland UMC, Hickory, Catawba Valley Distcrict

MEMOIRS
Clergy and Diaconal Members
May 16, 2018 – May 15, 2019
Douglas Roach Beard Jr.

June 12, 1932 – November 17, 2018
Douglas Roach Beard Jr. entered the Church triumphant on November 17, 2018, having lived his final days at a
Methodist institution, Asbury Care Center at Aldersgate in Charlotte, the city where the majority of his stellar
ministry as a Methodist pastor unfolded.
Doug was born in Wadesboro on June 12, 1932, to Douglas Roach Beard Sr. and Evelyn Lucy Nichols. After high
school, he spent two years studying at Pfeiffer College before moving on to Duke University, where he earned his
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1955. He stayed on at Duke, a school he adored and supported all his life, for seminary,
and he earned his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1959. By that time, he had already been licensed to preach for
eight years. He was admitted to the Western North Carolina Conference on September 23, 1956, ordained deacon that same year, and then
ordained as an elder in 1961.
Faithfully and with great compassion, Doug pastored nine congregations before his retirement in 1994: Tuckaseegee Road (Charlotte),
1959-1963; Swannanoa, 1963-1967; New Hope (Winston-Salem), 1967-1970; Oak View (High Point), 1970-1974; Boone, 1974-1977; Myers
Memorial (Gastonia), 1977-1981; Plaza (Charlotte), 1981-1986; Commonwealth (Charlotte), 1986-1991; and Cole Memorial (Charlotte),
1991-1994. After retirement, he was active at Davidson United Methodist Church and then at Belin United Methodist Church in Murrells
Inlet, S.C., near his home in Pawleys Island.
Doug is survived by his wife, Doris, whom he married on June 6, 1981, and also by his brother, Nick Beard, and sister Sybil Tyler, along
with his children, Victoria Beard, Evelyn Patrice Wiley, Billie Nichols Peterson, Kelly Bunn, and Steve Bunn; nine grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren at the time of his death.
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For many years, Doug led workshops and retreats for marriage enrichment. He knew a lot about relationships and love, and he guided
many others into healthier and more sustainable lives. Valuing marriage so highly, he served as president of our conference’s Brotherhood/
Sisterhood for four years, and on its executive committee for 27 years. Early in ministry, he was involved in leadership with the conference’s
Scandinavian Caravan, and the Nordic countries held a special place in his heart. Doug was a fantastic, consistent encourager of many
people, especially clergy. He saw the light shining in others, and he could name that light and foster a sense of self-confidence and joy in
others.
A service of death and resurrection to remember and celebrate Doug’s life and ministry was held on November 26, 2018, at Myers Park
United Methodist Church in Charlotte, conducted by Doug’s longtime friend, the Rev. James Howell. Interment followed at Sharon
Memorial Park Cemetery. Doug will always be remembered for his deep love for the Church, for Duke, for other clergy and friends, and for
his family, and the mercy and delight he brought them.
James Howell

Harold Wendell Brittain

April 2, 1931 – November 16, 2018
My cousin, Harold Wendell Brittain, was born in Buncombe County, N.C., on April 2, 1931 to the late Verona and
Lula Cole Brittain. His parents were devoted followers of Jesus Christ who raised Wendell and his younger brother,
Robert, in the Christian faith. (Both the sons became ordained clergy in The United Methodist Church, Bob in
the Florida Conference). After graduation from Weaverville High School, Wendell served in the U.S. Army, 19541955. He was stationed in Germany, where he trained service dogs for the Army. He attended Asbury University
and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in music in 1956. Heeding God’s call into ordained ministry, he attended
Candler School of Theology and graduated with a Master of Theology degree in 1961. He was ordained deacon that year and entered the
Western North Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church as a full-connection elder in 1963.
Wendell knew from an early age that he was called to preach. As a child, he would play “church,” he being the preacher, and Bob and another
relative as the congregation. Once after Wendell preached, Bob came forward, weeping. At first, it was assumed that he was playing his part,
but in reality he was moved by Wendell’s preaching and gave his young life to Christ.
His service began as an associate minister at Trinity in Asheville, 1961-1964. From there, he pastored: Bethesda, 1964-1967; Leicester, 19671969; Grace-Dix Creek, 1969-1971; West Jefferson, 1971-1976; Montmorenci, 1976-1980; Roberta, 1980-1984; Pleasant Grove-Alexander
(Forest City), 1984-1986; Morning Star, 1986-1993; Acton, 1993-1995; and West End (Thomasville), 1995-1996. He retired in 1996 but
continued to serve as a pastor, first at Barnardsville, 1996-2002, then at Leicester, 2002-2008.
His love for preaching and ministry was infectious. He was instrumental in helping two young people make decisions to enter ordained
ministry in The United Methodist Church. One was the Rev. Dr. Charles Teague, who served as a United Methodist minister and eventually
became president of Brevard College.
In his later years, he attended Salem United Methodist Church in Weaverville, the church he attended as a child. He served there several
years as Minister of Music, playing the piano for hymns, directing the vocal choir and handbell choir, and preaching occasionally. He
sang in 35 productions of Handel’s Messiah in Weaverville over many Christmas seasons. He was very talented musically, playing several
instruments, writing hymns, arranging music, and singing in glee clubs and choirs. He made four compact discs of Christian music, one of
them an album of Christmas songs, his favorite time of the year. Wendell and I often sat together at worship services during the Western
North Carolina Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska. I loved to hear him sing. He would sing melody on the first verse, tenor on the
second, alto on the third, and bass on the fourth.
He loved drama, acting in both his high school and college senior plays. As an adult, he also appeared in productions of The Ashe County
Community Theater. He wrote several church plays for the churches he pastored. He was a gifted artist, particularly in oil painting. He
wrote poetry, was an excellent cook, and loved the outdoors. He adored his family -- daughters Wendy Brittain Spainhour and Cara Brittain
Furr; his brother, the Rev. Dr. Robert Brittain; his five grandchildren; and one great grandson.
As his health declined, he finally entered the VA hospital in Asheville, N.C. My wife, Becky, and I visited him to talk and pray. His last words
to us were, “God bless you.” He died on November 16, 2018. On November 27, I assisted his pastor, the Rev. Kent Smith, at the memorial
service at Salem United Methodist Church. Burial was at the cemetery of Clark’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Weaverville. He was
a faithful servant of the Lord and will be greatly missed. But we have hope and assurance through Jesus Christ that we will see him again
in the kingdom of heaven.
Tim B. Brittain
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Jody Boone Campbell

August 4, 1961 – March 10, 2019
Jody Boone Campbell was born August 4, 1961, to the late Russell Franklin Campbell and Audrey Jean Campbell
in Parkersburg, W.Va. Jody attended school in Parkersburg, graduating from Parkersburg High School in 1979. He
was one of five children, and he faced many physical challenges from the start of his life because he was born three
months premature. As a result of these challenges, Jody developed a strong compassion for others, especially those
going through hardships.
After graduating high school, Jody held several jobs. He was a correction officer in Wood County, W.Va., for a
time. Jody also worked as a counselor for an organization helping troubled youth. He became an alcoholic during
his younger years. It was his childhood friend who encouraged Jody to attend Alcoholics Anonymous where he turned his life over to God
and completed more than 30 years of sobriety. Jody was proud of his sobriety and helped others along the way to becoming sober as well.
He married his wife, Suellyn Rush Campbell, in 1989. After marrying, Jody and Suellyn moved to Statesville, N.C., where Jody met his
mentor, the Rev. Dr. Abe Cox III. It was with Cox’s guidance that Jody became a United Methodist pastor. Jody and Suellyn went to the
Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana on a mission trip. They both felt such empathy with the Blackfeet Indians that they moved there in
2001 for Jody to serve as pastor at The BUMP Mission on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation. He continued his studies at Claremont School
of Theology in Claremont, Calif., from 2004-2008 and the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Ga., in 2011.
During their move back to North Carolina in 2009, Suellyn was involved in a car accident that eventually took her life. Jody went on to
serve at Grace-Dix Creek (Leicester), 2009-2010. Other appointments were: Mitchell-Yancey, 2010-2013; New Hope (Rutherfordton),
2013-2016; Bethlehem-New Hope; July to November, 2016; and Lilesville (Forestville, Lilesville, Olivet), November 2016-2019. In early
2019, Jody’s health forced him to retire. Jody served his life as he wanted -- preaching up to the week before he moved back home to West
Virginia for his final two weeks.
A private celebration of Jody’s life was held at his brother’s home in West Virginia on March 16, the same day a memorial service was held at
Lilesville United Methodist Church in Lilesville, N.C. As Jody requested, his body was cremated, and his ashes are being spread in the hills
of West Virginia, in Montana, and at the beach. Jody leaves to those who knew him the example of faithfully following God, overcoming
great hardships, and showing kindness to all.
Mary Umpleby Campbell

Kelly Anthony Creekmur

July 16, 1951 – February 10, 2019
Kelly Anthony Creekmur was born July 16, 1951, to the late George H. and Barbara Toth Creekmur in New
Brunswick, N.J. He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during the Vietnam War. After his military service, he
completed special studies and training in business and computers at Rutgers and Seton Hall universities as he
pursued a career in the corporate world which led him to a position in executive management with Hayward Pool
Corporation over a span of more than 20 years. After moving to North Carolina, he received the call to ministry
and began his theological studies at Duke University.
He became a member of Hillsdale United Methodist Church in Advance, N.C., while completing studies at Duke.
Creekmur was licensed as a local pastor in 2009. His first appointment as a minister was the South Davidson Charge from November 1,
2009 to June 30, 2015. In July 2015, he was appointed to Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in Lenoir. Creekmur officially retired in 2017,
though he continued to serve at Mt. Zion UMC. He planned to fully retire from ministry in June 2019. He passed away and continued his
eternal life with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on February 10, 2019.
Creekmur was actively involved in local and global outreach and missions. One particular organization which he was extremely passionate
about serving was Samaritan’s Feet. The organization’s mission is buying shoes for children around the world who have never owned or
been able to afford shoes. He completed a mission trip to South Africa with Samaritan’s Feet where he humbly expressed the love of Jesus
by placing shoes on the feet of children.
Pastor Kelly, more lovingly known as “PK” to the youth of Mt. Zion, met Diane Vines Scott during his appointment in Lenoir. They were
married on March 11, 2017. He is survived by his wife and sons, Scott Kelly Creekmur and wife Amanda Jo of Minnesota, Ryan William
Creekmur and Mindy of Advance, and Jonathan George Creekmur and wife Samantha of Roanoke, Va. Grandchildren include Kaleb,
Isabella, and Mason. His sisters are Susan May Riemschneider and husband Peter of Toms River, N.J., and Lynne Paula Reid and husband
William of Jackson, N.J. He is also survived by two nieces and their husbands, three nephews and their wives, four great-nephews, and four
great-nieces. When he wasn’t with his family, he was with his “church family.” He opened hearts and minds to the love of Jesus, led spirited
discussions in weekly Bible studies, and danced and sang praises with the youth during vacation Bible school. He loved each and every one
of the children as if they were his own, sharing stories of their sports and school accomplishments like a proud grandparent.
A celebration of Creekmur’s life was held on Saturday, February 16, 2019, in the Chapel of Evans Funeral and Crematory Service with the
Revs. Allen Boliek, Sandy Young, and Benny Clodfelter presiding over the service.
Kelly Bryant
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Robert Vess Dodd

November 12, 1945 – June 1, 2018
Robert Vess Dodd was born on November 12, 1945, in Shelby, N.C., to the late Waudell Barnett and Alice Opal
Vess Dodd. He had one sister, the late Rebecca Dodd McClure.
Dodd’s mother died when he was 12, and he made his first profession of faith on her grave at the time. His aunt,
Zella Vess Smith, who had raised his mother from age 12 after her own parents’ deaths, stepped in to provide
maternal care. At age 17, he felt the call to become a minister, and in 1966, at age 21, he was licensed to preach.
Dodd began his college studies at Gardner-Webb University and graduated from High Point College in 1968. After
studying at Candler School of Theology, he received a Master of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School in
1971. He was ordained as a deacon and admitted to the Western North Carolina Conference on trial in 1969. In 1972, he was ordained as
an elder and admitted to full connection.
Dodd was a pastor for 31 years, serving nine churches before multiple health issues too soon curtailed his active ministry. Even then, he
continued to teach Sunday school at the Western North Carolina Annual Conference – a ministry he would continue for 21 years. In
addition, he wrote the Sunday school column in the Christian Advocate, taught Sunday school classes at Hawthorne Lane United Methodist
Church, preached on occasion, and published regularly through the Methodist Publishing House.
His service record is as follows: Cashiers, 1971-1973; Littlejohn-Gamewell, 1973-1977; Gibsonville, 1977-1983; Stanley, 1983-1987;
Hawthorne Lane, 1987-1993; Centenary (Greensboro), 1993-1994; incapacity leave, 1994-1995; Trinity (Kannapolis), 1995-1998; Park
Street (Belmont), 1998-2002; and incapacity leave, 2002-2011. He retired in 2011.
Dodd was a gifted preacher and teacher, and a beloved husband, father, brother, uncle, and friend, as well as a prolific writer. His name
and wisdom appeared regularly and in multiple publications: The North Carolina Christian Advocate, Circuit Rider, Family Bible Studies,
Daily Bible Studies, Adult Bible Studies and Mature Years, The Sanctuary for Lent, The Advent Calendar of Devotions, and the Upper Room
Disciplines.
In addition to lessons and devotionals, Dodd published books and booklets. Among his many titles were: Helping Children Cope with Death
(for which he won the Angel Award of Excellence at the eighth Annual Religion in Media Conference, 1985), Faith is for Sharing, The Work
of the Holy Spirit, Speck of Sawdust in My Eye: Loving Your Enemies, Your Church’s Ministry of Prayer, Praying the Name of Jesus, When Someone
You Love Dies: An Explanation of Death for Children, Out of the Depths: A Christian Understanding of Grief, When They All Go Home: What
To Do After the Funeral, and When You Are Terminally Ill: Preparing to Face Death.
Dodd wrote as he talked, in an easy-to-understand way that linked Biblical scholarship and everyday life. He responded to hundreds of
e-mails and letters from his readers, answering their questions and respecting their points of view. When he left us, hundreds of unpublished
and unfinished manuscripts remained behind, including You Can Talk to God, a book for children.
If Dodd was an accomplished writer, he was a more accomplished, avid, and proactive “pray-er.” He kept a prayer list of hundreds of people
– and managed it by assigning people to different days of the week. He believed in the power of prayer, and he often followed up with the
persons for whom he prayed. His e-mail address was “Prayingfriend.”
In his active ministry, he was always interested in the people he served, their contexts, and circumstances. And he was always on the lookout
for ways to minister beyond the walls of the church. In 1999, while serving at Park Street in Belmont, he facilitated the sponsorship of three
Kosovo refugee families through the Belmont Ministerial Association – and in the process became a life-long father figure and mentor to
a family of five teenagers and young adults, who continue to call him Dad. At a time when the world was caving in to xenophobic fears,
Dodd chose active love and acceptance.
Even as he weakened physically, he continued to smile, to pray, to write “out of the depths.” One of his sons asked him, “How do you do it,
Dad?” And he responded, “Through the power and the glory of Christ, son. Through the power and glory of Christ.”
A service to celebrate the power and glory of Christ, and to honor Dodd’s life and ministry, was held on June 9, 2018, with the Rev. Dr. Tom
Steagald, the Rev. Noel Sweezy, and the Rev. Carrie Wright presiding.
It is easy, now, to imagine that Bob remains our “praying friend,” and even more beautifully and powerfully than ever before, now that he
is fully in the presence of his Praying Friend – who is Jesus, of course. And as he wrote in his poem “The Lost Road” while a senior in high
school, “I’ve hewn a lane through the universe, Up to the home of God.”
Dodd married Ann Armstrong Dodd on August 7, 1971. She and their sons, Aaron and Justin, and his wife, Katie, survive him, as do
his “honorary children and grandchildren” -- Luma Osmani and her husband, Arsim Marke; Drita Osmani, Burim and Nimete Osmani,
Aferdita and Bujar Rama, Sara Osmani; Dior and Donick Rama, Ari Osmani; and his three nieces, Wanda McClure Granger and her
husband, Richard, Debra McClure Heise and her husband, Joe, and Robyn McClure Hoppe and her husband Allan, and their families.
Justin Dodd and Tom Steagald
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William Richard Doser

September 29, 1931 – November 25, 2018
Bill Doser was born September 29, 1931, in Cleveland, Ohio, to the late William Earl Doser and Mollie Buxton
Doser. He died on Sunday, November 25, 2018, at age 87 at Aldersgate Retirement Community in Charlotte. He
and his wife, Mabel Sigmon Doser, formerly resided in Lincolnton.
Bill was first licensed to preach in 1951. In 1955, Bill received his bachelor’s degree from Baldwin Wallace College
in Berea, Ohio, and then graduated from Duke University’s Divinity School. He married Mabel Ethel Sigmon on
May 14, 1960.
Bill’s service record in WNCC began in 1958 at Salem in Gastonia. Other appointments were: New-Field-Salem,
1959-1960; St. Marks (Belmont), 1960-1961; Clover Hill, 1961-1964; Providence-Bethel, 1964-1968; Central (Concord) Associate, 19681969; Memorial-Sutton Park, 1969-1972; Lilesville, 1972-1976; Advance-Mocks, 1976-1977; and sabbatical leave, 1977-1978. He retired
in 1979. In retirement, he served as an associate pastor at First (Lincolnton), 1979-1985. He attended several churches after retirement
including First in Lincolnton, where he and Mabel purchased their last home.
Bill was a highly skilled craftsman of fine liturgical garb and paraments. He created Doser Designs, making beautiful stoles and chasubles.
He did fine cross stitch and needlepoint, making altar clothes and pew cushions and various paraments. Bill published two books, Clergy
Stoles for Needlepoint or Cross Stitch and Church Paraments in Needlepoint. Some of his fine work can be seen at First UMC in Lincolnton.
Bill was proudly and faithfully a member of the Order of Saint Luke. He highly valued the church liturgy and the spiritual discipline of
prayer, devotion, and the sacrament of Holy Communion. He was eager to meet in fellowship and fondly loved to discuss issues of worship.
He was loved by neighbors and friends and former members. His wife, Mabel Sigmon, passed away on November 30, 2015, in Lincolnton.
After her death, he lived at Aldersgate, where his life was abundant and fulfilling to him. Bill and Mabel had no children, but they are
survived by many cousins and numerous nieces and nephews.
Bill died on Sunday, November 25, 2018. A graveside service was held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, November 29, 2018, at Hollybrook Cemetery
in Lincolnton with the Rev. David Wyant officiating. A memorial service was held at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, December 4, 2018, at St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in Charlotte.
Well done, good and faithful servant.
David A. Wyant

Joe Lane Ervin

September 18, 1929 – August 29, 2018
Joe Lane Ervin was born September 18, 1929, in a Methodist parsonage to devout parents when his father was
a circuit preacher in Buncombe County. His mother was one of the first female directors of education in The
Methodist Church. He graduated from High Point College in 1950 and Duke Divinity School in 1954. He served
a three-church charge in Rockingham County while completing divinity school. His next three appointments,
covering a span of 28 years, included Mt. Pleasant (Greensboro), 1955-1962; Spruce Pine, 1962-1967; and Boger
City (Lincolnton), 1967-1983. He was instrumental in building new facilities at each of these churches.
While serving in Lincolnton, Ervin became very active in overseas missions through work with UMCOR. He was
involved in 46 projects in eight countries, building churches, schools, and medical facilities and shepherding the men who accompanied
him to grow in their faith and compassion. One of his favorite stories involved a bridge. He was first to arrive to make sure everything was in
place for his team of brick masons and carpenters who were coming to Roatan Island in Honduras. He immediately found that the building
site was not level. Ervin discovered that there was a bulldozer on the island, but it required crossing a rickety, old bridge. Speaking through
a young translator, Ervin approached the bulldozer operator by saying, “I’ve always wanted to build a bridge!” He explained he had come
to build a church and a school, but without the help of a bulldozer, his men could not do their work. He promised if the bulldozer did not
make it across the bridge, he would build the finest bridge ever. If the bulldozer made it across the bridge, the community would have the
finest church and school to be had! The bulldozer operator told Ervin and his men to meet him at the bridge at 6 o’clock the next morning.
It was already dark, but Ervin and other volunteers spent the night shoring the bridge with timbers they pulled from wreckage caused by a
hurricane. Lucky for Ervin and his crew, the bulldozer made it across the bridge and then back across after the ground was leveled. When
the bulldozer crossed, he heard about 50 people behind him who had gathered to watch the bulldozer fall in the body of water.
In 1984, Ervin was asked to create a new position, Conference Director of Extension Services, Ethnic Ministry in Rural Churches. Ervin
seemed to have a special gift for bringing people together for a common cause and was able to call on volunteers to use their talents to
complete the building project. In doing so, many volunteers discovered that their character and faith were also “built up” in the process.
Ervin formally retired in 1996, but he never stopped working. He was passionate about the mission of Hinton Rural Life, and he is credited
with more than doubling the facilities from the first cabin he built in 1987. In 2013, he was honored to have the Joe L. Ervin Retreat Center
named after him. Ervin and his volunteers built this retreat.
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In 2015 at age 85, Ervin received a prestigious honor, The Order of the Long Leaf Pine, in recognition of his exemplary service and
exceptional contributions to his community.
In 2007, Ervin returned to Lincolnton to live, where he was serving as pastor emeritus at his beloved Boger City UMC. He was surrounded
by a community of dear friends who fondly called him “Preacher.” Ervin was a humble man, well known for his sense of humor, love for
Duke University basketball, and his passion for serving God in any capacity. He died at his home on August 29, 2018. Funeral services were
held at Boger City UMC on September 1, 2018, with private burial to be held September 2019 at The Columbarium at Boger City UMC.
Alice Ervin and Susan Michael

James Walter Ferree Sr.

June 14, 1927 – March 26, 2019
The Rev. Dr. James Walter Ferree Sr. was a “drum major” for racial justice and equity in The United Methodist
Church. Having survived the era of “Jim Crow” and segregation in all areas of our society, including The Methodist
Church, he worked diligently to ensure that all Christians would have equal opportunities to worship, fellowship,
and serve God in all capacities of church life.
Rev. Ferree was born in Randleman, N.C., on June 14, 1927, to the late Jesse Walter and Gertrude Glover Ferree.
He was nurtured in the Lord and a member of Ferree’s Chapel Methodist Church. He attended grade school in
Randleman and graduated from Central High School in Asheboro, N.C. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Livingstone College in Salisbury, N.C., and a Master of Divinity degree from Hood Theological Seminary, also in Salisbury. Further
study was done at Union Seminary in Richmond, Va. In 1987, High Point College conferred upon him an honorary Doctorate.
In 1945, he was licensed to preach. He was ordained as a deacon in 1949 and ordained as an elder in 1955. He was admitted on trial in 1950
and admitted to full connection in 1954 in the North Carolina Conference of the Central Jurisdiction of The Methodist Church. He was
a member of the North Carolina-Virginia Conference of the Central Jurisdiction, 1964-1968, and became a member of the Western North
Carolina Conference in the 1968 merger that created The United Methodist Church. The Rev. Ferree served the following appointments:
Statesville-Philadelphia, 1949-1955; Maxton-Beauty Spot, 1955-1957; Lumberton-Beauty Spot, 1957-1959; Lumberton, 1959-1963;
St. Andrews-Walnut Cove (Winston-Salem), 1963-1965; Eastern District superintendent, 1965-1968; Union Memorial-Celia Phelps
(Greensboro), 1968-1969; associate program director of the Conference Council on Ministries, 1969-1974; St. Matthews (Greensboro),
1974-1979; district superintendent (Gastonia District), 1979-1984; director of Conference Council on Ministries, 1984-1988; and district
superintendent (Winston-Salem District), 1988-1995. Rev. Ferree retired from active ministry in 1995. In retirement, he served as pastor at
Simpson-Gillespie (Charlotte), 1999-2000, and also as director of Ethnic Church Development for the Western North Carolina Conference,
1997-1998. He served as a member of the General Board of Church and Society, the Lake Junaluska Board of Trustees, and the Pfeiffer
College Board of Trustees. He has also served as president of the Western North Carolina Caucus of Black Methodists for Church Renewal.
He has also served on the Arbor Acres United Methodist Retirement Community Board of Directors for 20 years. While on the board, he
was chairman of the Admissions Committee. In February 2012, the board at Arbor Acres named one of the wings in the newest assisted
living facility, Asbury Place, the Rev. Dr. James W. Ferree Wing.
After serving The Methodist Church for 46 years, he moved into full retirement. Rev. Ferree’s long and distinguished career has included a
deep commitment and involvement in the cause of Christian unity, social justice, and peace. He gave generously of his time and talents to
the North Carolina Council of Churches, serving as president, treasurer, and chairperson of the Finance Committee. Rev. Ferree served the
wider community as: chairman of Leaders for Reconciliation of Winston-Salem, N.C.; member of the Board of Directors for the Downtown
Church Center in Winston-Salem, N.C.; member of the Board of Directors for the Food Bank of Northwest North Carolina; volunteer for
Senior Services Meal on Wheels; and chaplain at Forsyth Hospital.
He received numerous honors and awards during his impressive career including: The Bishop James Walker Hood Donor Recognition,
awarded by Hood Theological Seminary, 2012; the Human Rights Award from Church Women United for Leadership, 2013; 2018 HBCU
Living Legends Award; and the Hood Theological Seminary National Alumni Award, 2018. He was a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity,
Inc., and was named “Man of the Year” by the Charlotte and Winston-Salem chapters. In 2013, he received the Winston-Salem Forsyth
County Pan-Hellenic Community Service Award in appreciation for his commitment, dedication, and loyal service to Phi Beta Sigma.
Rev. Ferree transitioned from this life to glory on March 26, 2019, at Arbor Acres. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Nancy Moore
Ferree, who died in 1992, and by his second wife, Doris Humphrey Davenport Ferree, who died in 2017. He is survived by son James
W. Ferree Jr., daughter Jaffee Ferree White (Dr. Darrell K. White), stepdaughter Kimberly Jackson, four grandchildren, and three greatgrandchildren. Rev. Ferree has reached that ultimate kingdom of God in which there is no form of segregation or injustice. He is now part
of that great assembly in which all of God’s children are worshipping God together in the spirit of unity.
Jaffee Ferree White, Brenda T. Faison, and Josefa Bethea Wall
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Elizabeth Lorraine Graves

April 27, 1960 – November 27, 2018
After a long and valiant fight against ovarian cancer, the Rev. Elizabeth Lorraine Graves claimed the promise of
Resurrection on November 27, 2018 at her beloved home in Lake Junaluska, N.C., after a 16-month battle with
ovarian cancer. Graves was born on April 27, 1960 to the late Lowell G. Graves and Mary Elizabeth Lamb Graves
in Colorado Springs, Colo. Her family moved frequently due to the employment opportunities of her father. This
rhythm of family life would prepare her for the itinerant ministry later in life and life in a parsonage. Graves earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree at Birmingham-Southern College in 1982. She graduated with Master of Divinity degree
from Duke Divinity School at Duke University in 1986.
While in seminary, she met the love of her life, James McCoy Armstrong Jr. He pursued her, and she fell in love at the same time she was
accepting her call to ordained ministry. They were married on December 28, 1985. They enjoyed a strong, loving relationship in marriage
for 33 years until her death parted them. Their life together included the birth of their two children, always a source of great joy and pride.
They are Matthew (Matt) Graves Armstrong and Margarethe Elizabeth (Maggie) Graves Armstrong.
Graves had the distinction of having a mother and grandmother who were both pastors. She chose The United Methodist Church as her
ecclesial home, and throughout her ministry, she served in the Western North Carolina Conference. Her ministry included serving with
her husband and as pastor in charge in her appointments. She was licensed to preach in 1986. She was ordained as a deacon in 1987 and
ordained as an elder and received into full connection in the Western North Carolina Conference in 1989. Her appointments included:
Broad Street Associate (Statesville), 1986-1989; Myrtle-Bethea (Gastonia), 1989-1992; Myrtle-Southwest (Gastonia), 1992-1993; Whittier,
1993-1996; Hawthorne Lane Associate (Charlotte), 1996-2003; Centenary Associate (Greensboro), 2003-2008; Littlejohn, 2008-2011;
Highlands (Hickory), 2011-2015; Burkhead (Winston-Salem), 2015-2017; and Epworth (Concord), 2017-2018. After 32 years of faithful
service, Graves was granted medical leave on March 1, 2018 to continue treatments for her cancer.
Graves loved being a Pastor. She was exceptionally gifted in preaching, Bible study, and pastoral care. She took seriously her path as part
of the “First Wave” of clergywomen to be ordained in The United Methodist Church. She encouraged and mentored her sister clergy who
served alongside her and followed after her. One of her most fulfilling leadership responsibilities was to serve as a member of the Board of
Ordained Ministry, where she listened, guided, and encouraged other women and men to embrace their own callings and to serve with
authenticity and integrity.
At her death, Graves was surrounded by a family who will love her forever, and the prayers and hearts of friends she collected in this life.
A Celebration of Life service was held at Hawthorne Lane United Methodist Church in Charlotte on December 8, 2018. Bishop Charlene
P. Kammerer officiated the service. A reception was hosted by the family in Evans Hall, where women clergy wore red shoes to honor and
celebrate the life of their beloved sister in ministry. Graves’ ashes were interred in the Memorial Chapel at Lake Junaluska on December 9,
2018.
Rest in Peace, dear Elizabeth. Her good deeds and fiercely loving spirit will live on forever.
Charlene P. Kammerer

Ellen West Sears Harkey

December 13, 1944 – November 25, 2018
The Rev. Ellen S. Harkey slipped into the arms of God at her home in Salisbury, N.C., on November 25, 2018.
Born December 13, 1944 in Portsmouth, Va., she was the daughter of the late Charlie L. Sears and Thelma Leonard
Sears. She and her brother, Dan, grew up in various children’s homes, where her parents served as house parents.
Her elementary years were spent at Grandfather Mountain Children’s Home. The family moved to Rowan County
where Harkey’s parents served at the Nazareth Children’s Home. These formative years in children’s homes may be
where she learned to embrace all people with a sense of humor and warmth.
Harkey graduated from East Rowan High School and King’s College. She married Charlie “Luther” Harkey on
September 20, 1964. They were blessed with two children, Jeffrey Charles and Elizabeth Ann. The joy in her life became her grandchildren,
Ashley and Syndy Harkey and Charlie and Will Klingler, and her great-grandchildren, Ariana and Xander McCrary.
Harkey’s life was lived with exuberance. She brought excitement and enthusiasm to any job she was doing, from being a loan officer in a
bank to being the administrative assistant for the Rev. Dr. Orion Hutchingson, district superintendent of the Salisbury District. Her call
to ministry began as a dedicated officer of United Methodist Women at The Arbor United Methodist Church (formerly Gay’s Chapel) in
Woodleaf, N.C. It was in UMW that she excelled in leadership by serving as president of the Salisbury District. Under the wise mentorship
of Hutchingson, she answered the call to ordained ministry.
Harkey entered Pfeiffer College, where she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1993. As a local pastor, she served Gold Hill-Bethlehem,
1989-1993. She served Central (Asheboro) as an associate while attending Duke Divinity School at Duke University from 1993 until 1997.
She received her Master of Divinity degree from Duke in 1997. Harkey was ordained as a deacon in 1996 and as an elder in 2000. She
faithfully served the following churches: Spring Hill (High Point), 1997-2000; Rockwell, 2000-2004; Oak Grove-Palm Tree (Lincolnton),
2004-2006; and Pisgah (Winston-Salem), 2006-2008. Harkey was placed on incapacity leave in 2008 until her retirement in 2013.
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While on leave, Harkey’s health declined. She slipped into the mysterious realm of dementia. Although her memory dimmed, she held on to
a contagious smile that could melt a heart and a glimmer of fun that bubbled from within her spirit. Harkey’s friends and family remember
her joy for living life to the fullest. One can imagine her dancing with abandon before the God she served just as King David danced when
he brought the Ark of God to Jerusalem.
A memorial service was held at Rockwell UMC on November 28, 2018 with the Rev. Charlie Curtis officiating. Harkey’s spirit of overflowing
love was a gift of grace to all who knew her.
Betty Jo Hardy

Samuel Ray Hinton Sr.

April 18, 1944 – March 24, 2019
Samuel R. Hinton was born on April 18, 1944, in Rowan County, Ky., to the late Rev. Ivan L. Hinton and Letha
McKee Hinton. He was a 1962 graduate of Cave Spring High School in Roanoke, Va. He pastored his first church
in Vinton, Va., when he was only 19 years old. He entered the U.S. Air Force in 1966, and his first duty station was
in Homestead, Fla. He then served in Vietnam, Korea, Japan, and Warner Robins, Ga.
While in Homestead, he met and married his wife, Gail L. Jerman Hinton, on October 1, 1966. They were the
parents of two sons, Samuel Ray Hinton Jr. and Stephen Randall Hinton.
Samuel continued his education after getting out of the Air Force in 1970. He graduated from Warner Southern College in Lake Wales, Fla.,
in June 1977 with a bachelor’s degree in pastoral ministries and sociology, with a minor in psychology. He continued his education while
pastoring a church in Rimersburg, Pa., receiving a master’s degree in communication from Clarion University of Pennsylvania in 1982.
After being licensed to preach by the Western North Carolina Conference in 1993, he completed the Course of Study at Duke University.
Prior to serving The United Methodist Church, he served Church of God congregations in Virginia, Pennsylvania, Mississippi, and North
Carolina. He also taught at Mid America Bible College in Oklahoma City, Okla., and the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg,
Miss.
While serving in the Western North Carolina Conference, Samuel served in these appointments: Bethany (Franklinville), 1993-1999;
Stoneville, 1999-2000; and First (Liberty) and Liberty Grove, 2000-2001. He was ordained as a deacon in 1999. He took a leave of absence
in 2001 and later retired in 2006 due to health reasons.
Memorial services were held in Lake Wales, Fla., on March 26, 2019, at the South Lake Wales Church of God and in Summerfield, N.C.,
on March 30, 2019, at Liberty Wesleyan Church. Interment was in the Liberty Wesleyan Church cemetery.
Gail Hinton
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Richard Bailey Jarrett

May 17, 1933 – March 29, 2019
Richard “Dick” Bailey Jarrett was born May 17, 1933, to Pauline Julia (Bailey) Jarrett and Larry Jarrett in Beckley,
W.Va. An only child, Dick spent a great deal of time working with his beloved grandfather on his plant farm. This
activity led him to have a deep love and respect for the outdoors, plants, and animals.
Dick graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School, where he was the quarterback of the football team. While he
was there, he also met and began dating Barbara (Bobbie) Palmer, who was the homecoming queen -- Miss Flying
Eagle. Dick and Bobbie married in 1954. Upon graduation, Dick enrolled at Marshall University and considered
becoming a forest ranger. At this time, however, he sensed a call to ministry. Answering the call, Dick began serving
in a local church and received his preaching license in 1952.
Upon graduation from Marshall in 1955, Dick enrolled at Duke University’s Divinity School. While at Duke, Dick served several student
appointments, and he and Bobbie celebrated the birth of their first daughter, Robin. Dick was slated to become a military chaplain, but
upon graduation from Duke in 1958, he decided to return home to the West Virginia Conference. There he served two churches. One was in
Clarksburg and the other was in Durbin, where Dick said, “they needed a teacher more than a preacher.” As a result, Dick and Bobbie, along
with their friends, a Mennonite physician and his wife, organized a kindergarten where they believed children’s lives could be transformed
by receiving a good education. During this time, Dick and Bobbie also welcomed their daughter, Cindy, into their lives.
In 1961, with the help of Bishop Lackey, Dick returned to North Carolina. He became a member of the Western North Carolina Conference
and began his service at Oak Hill Methodist Church in Asheville. While there, Dick and Bobbie’s “best loved son,” Dru Richard, was born.
Over the next 36 years Dick served the following full-time appointments: Oak Hill, 1961-1965; Moore’s Chapel, 1965-1969; ConcordSharon, 1969-1974; First (Liberty), 1974-1979; Mount Olivet, 1979-1983; Pleasant Garden, 1983-1986; Madison, 1986-1993; and First
(North Wilkesboro), 1993-1997. His service spanned more than 45 years in ministry.
Through the years, Dick was known as a dedicated, caring, responsive pastor and a great preacher. He was also known as a social activist and
champion of inclusion who often took unpopular and brave stands around issues of civil rights and education. As his daughter, Robin, said,
“From the pulpit my father preached a message of peace and grace, a message that assured people that the church universal and The United
Methodist Church in particular, spread an open table for communion where ‘all’ really does mean ‘no exceptions’.”
After retirement, Dick served as a part-time associate pastor at Grace UMC in Greensboro. There, he was an excellent mentor and friend to
the Rev. Morris Brown, reminding him that to remain effective in ministry he must make solitude and silence part of his daily rhythm, be
a life-long learner, and encourage his congregations to see all people (especially those on the margins) as beloved children of God.
In addition to playing golf, Dick loved spending time at “Manna” – his house in the foothills where he kept bees, gardened, did amazing
carpentry work, and enjoyed the beauty of God’s creation. He loved Duke basketball. He loved his wife, Bobbie, his children, grandchildren
and great-granddaughter, Palmer. Most of all, however, Dick loved the Lord.
After a short time at Friends Home Guilford, Dick Jarrett quietly passed from this life to the next where he was greeted by the Lord, his
beloved son, Dru, and all the saints who have gone before him.
Jackie Robinson, who broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball, said, “The importance of a person’s life is measured not by its length,
but by the positive impact it has on others.” Dick Jarrett’s life was incredibly important. It was important because it had a positive impact
on thousands of lives for more than 85 years!
Morris Brown

Ralph Earl “Jack” Kayler

June 2, 1927 – October 22, 2018
On June 2, 1927, twin boys were born prematurely in New Orleans, La. One died after three days. As the mother
was trying to nurse the surviving twin to health, his older brother got an idea. Not knowing the baby’s name, he
blurted out, “Give ‘Jack’ a cookie!” Ever since then, Ralph Kayler has been known to everyone as “Jack.”
Jack was the middle of nine children (eight boys, one girl) born to Nevette and Nona (Allen) Kayler. Of these, only
his sister, Jane, survives him. When Jack was 8 years old, the family moved back to Gastonia where they became
active in West End Methodist Church (now Covenant United Methodist Church). The Kaylers lived beside the
church and their house became a popular gathering place for the youth. It was at West End where Jack felt the
presence of God in sermons, youth meetings, and revival services. It was at West End where he stood up one Sunday evening in 1947 and
announced, “If I continue to feel like I do tonight, I will study for the Methodist ministry.”
It was also at West End where Jack met his wife of 65 years, Claudette Stacy Taylor. They married on December 31, 1953, and were blessed
with three children – Claude Jackson, George Dayton, and Jacqueline Kayler Debrew. To these children and their spouses, Lorie, Mary
Katherine, and Clint, were born Jack and Claudette’s six grandchildren.
Jack graduated from Brevard College in 1949 with an associate’s degree and Duke University in 1952 with a bachelor’s degree. In 1955, he
graduated from Duke Divinity School, where he earned a Bachelor of Divinity degree. Licensed to preach in 1948, Jack was admitted to
the Western North Carolina Conference on trial in 1952, ordained as a deacon in 1953, granted full conference membership in 1954, and
ordained as an elder in 1955.
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His appointments include: Lowell, West End, Polkville, and Park Street (Belmont), 1950-1953; Student, 1952-1954; Level Cross, 19541956; Student, 1956-1957; Stokesburg-Pine Hall, 1957-1961; Mills River, 1961-1963; Cokesbury (Charlotte), 1963-1967; Ward Street
(High Point), 1967-1970; Bethpage (Kannapolis), 1970-1972; First (Norwood), 1972-1976; St. John’s (Greensboro), 1976-1983; Boger City
(Lincolnton), 1983-1987; and St. James (Charlotte), 1987-1993. Although Jack officially retired from appointment in 1993, he continued to
serve as interim pastor of Bradley Memorial, 1995; as minister of visitation at First (Stanley), 1996-2000; as minister of visitation at First
(Gastonia), 2000-2005; as interim pastor of First (Stanley), 2005; and as minister of visitation at Guilford College, 2005-2008.
Passionate about missions, Jack traveled to Chile, Haiti, Puerto Rico, and Cambodia. He and Claudette led the 1981 Scandinavian Caravan
and then returned to Scandinavia in 1985. On this trip, Jack had the adventure of preaching behind the Iron Curtain in Estonia, part of the
former Soviet Union. In 1992, Jack and Claudette had another overseas adventure as they participated in a six-week pulpit exchange with a
British Methodist pastor in Wallasey, England.
Passionate about making a difference, Jack was an award-winning leader in Rotary International, serving as president of the Denver-Lake
Norman chapter. Passionate about surviving cancer, he was president of the Lincoln County Chapter of the American Cancer Society and
a top fundraiser for the East Lincoln Relay for Life.
Passionate about marriage, Jack became a certified marriage and family therapist and a leader in the marriage enrichment movement.
Passionate about Duke basketball, he was a member of the Iron Dukes and traveled with the Blue Devils to Alaska and Hawaii. His photo
of Mike Krzyzewski is signed, “To Jack, my biggest supporter.”
Jack was involved in one church building program (St. John’s), but primarily he invested in building relationships and changing lives.
At least eight young men and women followed him into full-time Christian service. He was a caring pastor with an amazing ability to
remember people’s names, family members, and pastoral concerns. Even in his later years when he was confined to the home, he continued
to provide pastoral care over the phone.
Known for his quick wit and his lively sense of humor, Jack brought joy to people by making them laugh. It wasn’t just about being funny.
It was about being warm, friendly, and approachable, and setting people at ease.
In 2012, he wrote a book, titled Jack Kayler: A Nobody Who Became Somebody. The publisher did not like this title, arguing that in God’s eyes
everybody is “somebody.” Jack persisted, however, pointing out that while it is true that everyone is someone, “[t]he gift of being somebody
is like a gift under the Christmas tree. You have to unwrap it before you can use it, enjoy it, and benefit from it.” Perhaps this is the theme
of Jack’s entire ministry. Through powerful sermons, creative programs, sensitive pastoral care, and impactful missions, his goal all along
was to help “nobodies” open the gift of being “Somebody” in Jesus Christ.
Jack died peacefully at his home in Greensboro on October 22, 2018. He was 91 years old. At his memorial service on November 3, four
current pastors bore witness to how God had used him to make them who they are today. A fifth pastor, his son, Claude, shared Jack’s lastever sermon. It was a sermon Jack had preached in 2012, sitting in a wheelchair with Claudette turning the pages. In this sermon, Jack tells
story after story of key moments in his life when God touched him in a powerful way. The title of the sermon: “He Touched Me.”
It was a fitting tribute. Not many people get to preach their own funeral! But more importantly, it was a reminder of the hundreds, maybe
thousands of lives who were touched by God through the life and ministry of Jack Kayler.
Claude Kayler

Theodore Abraham Kirk

October 24, 1931 – April 2, 2019
Theodore “Ted” Abraham Kirk was born October 24, 1931, to the late George Thomas Kirk and Belva Roudebush
in Meadville, Pa. Ted received his high school diploma in 1949 in Townville, Pa., with honors in the Future Farmers
of America Organization. He declined to accept a scholarship gained on agricultural merit due to uncertainty of
a career path. He enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in January 1950, was based in Wichita, Texas, and completed
a mechanic and technical instructor course. On May 5, 1952, while studying aircraft propeller mechanics in
Champaign-Urbana, Ill., he became a Christian. Upon leaving the Air Force in 1954, he served as an apprentice
tool and die maker with Talon, Inc. in Meadville, Pa. During this time, he received a lay speaker license. Ted also
served as a patrolman for the Meadville Police Department and acted as a deck hand for the U.S. Steel Pittsburgh Steamship Co.
Ted was married to his first wife, Kathryn Ann Sanford, on August 19, 1960 until her death on July 22, 2001. Ted received the call to preach
in 1956, but he did not pursue that call until June 22, 1972. After almost 12 years of marriage and with four children – daughters Kristie
Rachel (Whitside) and Lori Ann (Scander) and sons Jeffrey Brian and Keith Theodore – he enrolled at Wofford College to pursue ministry.
Ted received his bachelor’s degree in 1974 and his Master of Divinity degree from Duke University’s Divinity School in 1978.
Preacher Ted served in these appointments: Seagrove, 1975-1978; Arcadia, 1978-1980; Pleasant Grove and Alexander (Forest City), 19801984; Morning Star (Canton), 1984-1986; Oakley (Asheville), 1986-1990; Westview (Hickory), 1990-December 31, 1991; and St. Matthews
(Morganton), January 1, 1992-1995. He retired in 1995.
Upon retirement, Ted resided at the Givens Estate Community in Asheville, N.C., and continued his ministry to the greater Asheville
community. During his time at Givens Estate, he met his second wife, Ruth Elizabeth DePuyt Durrant, and they were married on December
23, 2001. The two enjoyed many years of national and international travel. Ruth passed away February 7, 2019, a few months before Ted,
who passed away April 2, 2019, due to Parkinson’s disease. He is buried with his first wife, Kathryn, in Meadville, Pa.
Emily Kirk
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Luther Harold “Bud” Lawing Jr.
February 18, 1934 – April 9, 2019

Luther Harold “Bud” Lawing Jr. was born on February 18, 1934, to the late L.H. Lawing Sr. and Mildred Gribble
Lawing in Charlotte, N.C. He graduated from Central High School in Charlotte in 1952 and went on to attend
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, completing his undergraduate degree in 1956. In the summer
of 1954, Lawing worked as a camp counselor at Camp Gay Valley (now Gwynn Valley) in Transylvania County.
There, he met another camp counselor, Billie Sue West, of Griffin, Ga., who would become his future wife. They
were married on August 24, 1957; they were married for 61 years, and after Billie passed away in December 2018,
Lawing lived less than four more months.
Licensed to preach in 1954, Lawing went on to seminary at Duke Divinity School, where he graduated in 1959. Although he remained a
Tar Heel fan, as he had been throughout his life, he managed the rare feat of also becoming a true Blue Devil. He later went deeper into
theological studies, again at Duke, completing a Master of Theology degree in 1966. Lawing’s first appointment was Ansonville, 1959 to
1963; he had been ordained a deacon in 1957 and was ordained as an elder in full connection in 1961. From 1962 to 1965, he served Salem
(Albemarle). During these early years of ministry, his young family grew with the addition of four children, Erin, Harold Scott, Kim, and
Susan.
After a break from full-time ministry to return to school, Lawing and his family moved to Brevard, and in 1966, after some time as a
hospital chaplain, he joined the faculty of Brevard College. At Brevard, Lawing served as the Dean of Men (1966-1969) and Dean of Student
Affairs (1969-1973), as well as teaching courses in religion and holding various other administrative positions. He was an avid fan of the
Brevard Tornadoes basketball team, and he sometimes called the games on local radio station WPNF. Lawing later served in administrative
roles with Blue Ridge Community College. He served as minister of Cummings Memorial United Methodist Church in Horse Shoe, N.C.,
1975 to 1990, and as associate minister of First United Methodist Church in Hendersonville, 1990 until his retirement in 1996.
As a preacher, Lawing is remembered for his use of humor and his keen interest in astronomy; his sermons often included detailed descriptions
of astronomical phenomena to illustrate the vastness and wonder of God’s creation. Lawing’s love of sports included tennis, which he played
regularly in retirement. In the final years of his and Billie’s lives, the Lawing family expressed gratitude for the elite team of caregivers who
surrounded Bud and Billie with support and care, fulfilling not just their job duties but a true ministry and calling.
Lawing died on Tuesday, April 9, 2019, in Brevard after a period of declining health. A celebration of life was held at First United Methodist
Church, Brevard, on Sunday, April 28. He is survived by his four children, Erin Lawing of Asheville, Scott Lawing and wife Nancy of
Brevard, Kim Lawing of Brevard, and Susan Barnes and husband Steve of Asheville; and two grandchildren, Rachel Lawing of Jersey City,
N.J., and Alex Lawing of Charlotte.
In a memorable sermon called “The Stewardship of Joy,” Bud asked his congregation to consider how they would respond if, upon arrival
in the next life, when asked to account for their time on Earth, they were asked an unexpected question: did you have a good time? Lawing
will be missed by his family, friends, and brothers and sisters in Christ. We trust he is now answering that question – “Did you have a good
time?” – with a resounding “YES!” We also trust that good time has not ended but is continuing anew in light of God’s grace.
Sarah S. Howell-Miller

David Wilcox Lee

September 18, 1937 – April 18, 2019
The Rev. David Wilcox Lee of Rutherfordton died peacefully on Thursday, April 18, 2019, at Hospice of the
Carolina Foothills in Forest City, N.C., with his loving wife, Sibyl, by his side. David was born on September 18,
1937 in Kearny, Neb., to the late Rev. Samuel R.G. Lee and Byrdine Wilcox Lee. He graduated from Kearny (Neb.)
High School in 1955 and attended Isothermal Community College, Hastings College, and Duke University.
In the early 1970s as an executive with the Currier Piano Company in Marion, N.C., David began to struggle with
a call to the ministry. During that same time, he began his formal ministry as a lay speaker, serving primarily in
the Marion District. In 1978, David obtained his license to preach and was appointed as an associate pastor to the
Asbury Parish in Rutherford County. From 1981 to 1983, David served as pastor of the Bethel-Shiloh Charge in the Greensboro district. In
1983, David was appointed to the Mitchell-Yancy Parish (Bethlehem, Bakersville, Deyton Bend, Red Hill, and Tipton Hill). In 1987, David
was ordained as a deacon and continued to serve as an associate member of the Western North Carolina Conference. He officially retired
in 2002, but he continued to faithfully serve the folks of the mountains until 2006. His tenure at Mitchell-Yancey could be considered one
of the longest appointments in the Western North Carolina Conference history. David’s ministry spanned more than 40 years and yielded
several innovative ministries. He established a Hispanic church in Mitchell County more than 20 years ago, specifically for migrant workers.
In addition, he founded a food bank in Mitchell County that served the rural areas of the county for many years. After his retirement, David
was honored as pastor emeritus at Spindale United Methodist Church, where he attended and served as a trusted advisor and mentor.
David married his soul mate, Sibyl Ensley McDaniel, in 1983. Together, they ministered to the congregations of the Mitchell-Yancey parish
until retirement. In addition to Sibyl, David is survived daughters Deborah Lee Lybarger and husband Jeff of San Diego, Calif., Julia Lee
Jackson, also of San Diego, Calif., and Carolyn Lee Carter and husband Gary of Grand Island, Neb. David is also survived by two step-
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sons, Bill McDaniel and wife Marcia of Forest City, N.C., and Benjamin McDaniel and wife Anna of Boiling Springs, N.C. Grandchildren
include Will McDaniel, Andrew McDaniel, Kara Powell, Zack Lee, Austin Lybarger, Elizabeth Ortmann, Colton Langer, and Gavin
Langer.
A celebration of life was held at Spindale UMC on Monday, April 22, 2019. A private graveside service was held later in the day at Pisgah
United Methodist Church, where Sibyl grew up and David faithfully served as pastor from 1978-1981.
Bill McDaniel

Harry Glenn Long Jr.

July 21, 1933 – June 16, 2018
Harry Glenn Long Jr. was born in Greensboro, N.C., on July 21, 1933, to Catherine Liles Long and Harry Glenn
Long Sr. He spent his childhood and youth in Charlotte, Mount Airy, and Gastonia, N.C. Harry graduated from
high school in Gastonia in 1951 and from High Point College (now High Point University) in 1956.
On August 30, 1958, he married Sandra Smith. His children are Harry Glenn Long III, William Allen Long,
Catherine Annelle Long Howard, and Smith McAllister Long. Harry later married Jane Agsten Black on
September 6, 1986. Her children are Joel Edward Black and Julie McLeod Black Lindsay. Harry’s love for all the
children and his nine grandchildren, and their love for him, fostered a happy blended family who enjoyed many memorable times together.
Harry received his bachelor’s degree (upgraded to a Master of Divinity degree in 1972) from Candler School of Theology at Emory University
in 1959. He served churches in West Palm Beach, Fla., from September 1958 to June 1961 when he transferred to the Western North
Carolina Conference. He was ordained as a deacon in 1957 and ordained as an elder in 1960.
Early appointments include: Bethesda (Gastonia), 1961-1965; First (Randleman), 1965-1970; First (Hickory) Associate, 1970-1973; First
(Maiden), 1973-1975; Calvary (Greensboro), 1975-December 31, 1978. During these appointments, he served in several local organizations
related to Christian social concerns, religion and race, and family and mental health. In Hickory, he founded Youth Enabling Services, a
drug abuse prevention and treatment program, which was part of the United Way of Hickory. During his years in Greensboro, Harry was
director of pastoral care for the then-Greensboro District. He served as chairman of the Council on Family Life Ministries for the Western
North Carolina Conference and as director of drug and alcohol concerns for the Western North Carolina Conference. He was chairman of
the pastoral advisory council on drug and alcohol abuse of the N.C. Department of Human Resources.
During Harry’s experiences as a pastor, he began to sense a possible calling into some form of family ministry. He enrolled as a part-time
student in the child development and family relations masters’ program at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, which he
completed in 1978.
In 1979, he opened a solo practice as a part-time family therapist. He was joined by another therapist, and the practice became the Methodist
Counseling Center, sponsored by the then-Greensboro, High Point, and Lexington districts. It is now the Chrysalis Counseling Center and
has a full-time director and several part-time therapists. Also in January 1979, Harry began a sabbatical from local church ministry and
entered the Ph.D. program in child development and family relations at UNCG.
In March 1980, Harry took a part-time position as a chaplain at Moses Cone Hospital to provide income for his sabbatical year. He also
served as part-time pastor at Friendship and Brown Summit. He soon realized the relevance of his family therapy training and experience
to the work of hospital chaplaincy. His sense of calling deepened, and his position as a chaplain became full-time. Harry served as staff
chaplain at Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro from 1979 to 1997. As associate director of chaplaincy services, he started an adjunct
chaplaincy program which still exists. He recruited, trained, and supervised more than 200 pastors and qualified lay leaders to serve as
volunteer chaplains. They served during evenings and weekends, providing continuing pastoral care to patients and staff. He also started
a support group for prostate cancer patients. During Harry’s tenure at Cone Hospital, his compassion, his ability to listen to people’s deep
needs, and his gentle sense of humor brought hope and comfort to patients and staff alike.
Harry continued his education, completing the course work for his doctoral degree in child development and family relations in 1984. He
received his Doctor of Ministry degree in pastoral counseling in 1991 from the Graduate Theological Foundation in South Bend, Ind. He
retired from the Western North Carolina Conference in 1997. For several years, Harry was active in the American Association for Marriage
and Family Therapy. He was on the board of the North Carolina chapter from 2001 to 2005 and served as president in 2003 and 2004. He
was active at Grace United Methodist Church in Greensboro for more than 30 years and served as an associate pastor for congregational
care from July 2001 to December 2003.
In the summer of 2016, he and Jane moved to a retirement community, Friends Homes Guilford, in Greensboro, N.C., where he served on
the Vespers Committee and frequently presided at the Sunday evening worship services. He also started a men’s fellowship for the residents.
Harry’s earthly life ended suddenly. On June 15, 2018, he suffered a terrible fall and died the next evening, June 16, from a subdural
hematoma. During his last few hours, many of his family members were with him, surrounding him with love. The memorial service on July
7 was held at Friends Homes Guilford. On July 21, at the annual family week at the beach, the family gathered at dusk to bury his ashes.
They had often celebrated Harry’s birthday during this same week of family time at this place he loved. This time, the celebration was for
his life and was on the day that would have been his 85th birthday.
A wonderful man, a humble servant, a strong witness for Christ -- he was a loving presence for so many. Thanks be to God for this great
blessing of his life among us!
Jane A. Long

27

Carl Edward McArn Sr.

August 14, 1936 – February 8, 2019
The Rev. Carl E. McArn transferred his membership to the Church Triumphant on February 8, 2019, in Cowpens, S.C.
He was the son of the late Clyde and Rosa McArn.
Carl received his associate’s degree from Clark Memorial in 1962, his Bachelor of Arts degree from Livingston University
(now the University of West Alabama) in 1965, and his Master of Theology degree from New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary in 1973. McArn was licensed to preach in 1961; ordained as a deacon in 1971, and ordained as an elder in 1974.
He was received into full connection in 1974 in the Holston Conference, and he transferred from the Holston Conference
into the Western North Carolina Conference in 1981.
Carl proudly served his country in the U.S. Air Force and was a veteran of the Korean War. In 1961, Carl married the love of his life, Vida
Katherine Price McArn, who passed on May 29, 2018. They were the parents of five wonderful children, and they both enjoyed being grandparents.
Carl proudly and faithfully served in the following appointments in the Western North Carolina Conference: East Flat Rock (Asheville), 19811983; Bethany (High Point), 1983-1987; Fairview, 1987-1989; Crouse, 1989-1992; Crouse-Pleasant Grove, 1992-1993; Bethel-Piney Grove, 19931995; Albemarle Circuit, 1995-1997; Franklin Heights-Maple Grove (Mt. Airy), 1997-2001; and New Home-Shady Grove, 2001-2003. Carl
retired in June 2003.
He is survived by two sons, Carl E. McArn II of Cowpens, S.C., and John McArn (Barbara) of Tacoma, Wash.; three daughters, Noor Kahn
(Nadeem) of Manassas, Va., Amanda McArn of Cowpens, S.C., and Dora Bowman (Mitchell), also of Cowpens; 11 grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren. He was predeceased by two brothers, Stanley McArn and Henry “Bud” McArn.
A memorial service celebrating Carl’s life and ministry was held on March 16, 2019, at Salem United Methodist Church in Cowpens.
Kind, gentle, sincere, soft-spoken and dedicated may be used to describe this servant of God. Carl enjoyed ministry in the Western North Carolina
Conference. He was interested in the lives and spiritual vitality of each man, woman, boy, and girl in his congregations and worked diligently to
remind them of who they were and whose they were. Listening to his stories, one soon realized that Carl had a deep and abiding faith in God and
did all he could to make disciples of Jesus Christ. His smile and easy laugh went a long way in making those around him feel welcome and part
of the family of faith.
Rest from your labors, My Brother, and hear the Lord say, “Well Done.”

Arnetta E. Beverly

Talmage Steven McLain

October 27, 1945 – October 10, 2018
The Rev. Talmage Steven “Steve” McLain was born on October 27, 1945, in Hiddenite, N.C., to Talmage J. and Cecil
Warren McLain. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from High Point College in 1968 and married his first wife,
Shirley Martin, in August of that same year. McLain was licensed to preach on November 17, 1970, while he attended
Emory University for seminary; he graduated with his Master of Divinity degree from Emory’s Candler School of
Theology in 1971. Also in 1971, McLain became a deacon in the Western North Carolina Conference.
McLain’s first appointment was Helton United Methodist Church in Ashe County; he served as Helton’s pastor for two
years, 1971-1973, before moving to Spring Hill UMC in High Point for one year. In 1974, McLain was ordained as an
elder in full connection in the Western North Carolina Conference and began a four-year tenure of service at Rockwell UMC, 1974-1978. During
the Rockwell years, the McLain family welcomed a daughter, Shelley Alicia McLain (now Shelley Lawter of Raleigh). After a fruitful ministry
at Rockwell, McLain moved to Myrtle-Mt. Olivet (Gastonia), 1978-1982. Other appointments were: Jordan Memorial (Ramseur), 1982-1986;
Fairview, 1986-1988; Mt. Lebanon, 1988-1989; Meadowview-Wentworth, 1989-1990; Norwood Circuit, 1990-1992; Ebenezer-Glenwood, 19921996; Arbor Grove-Union, 1996-2002; Polkton, 2002-2006; South Davidson, 2006-2009; and Bethel-St. John’s (Hickory), 2009-2013.
During his time at Ebenezer-Glenwood, McLain married his second wife, Connie, on August 29, 1998, adding two step-sons, Roger and Larry
Speer, to his family. McLain retired in 2013. McLain’s final years were spent in Elkin in the beautiful North Carolina foothills.
McLain passed away on October 10, 2018, just shy of his 74th birthday, at Mountain Valley Hospice in Yadkinville. McLain is survived by his wife,
Connie Franklin McLain; his daughter, Shelly, and her children, Sarah, Westley, and Benjamin Lawter; and four step-grandchildren, Michael,
Tyler, Ragan, and Solomon Speer. McLain’s celebration of life was held at First United Methodist Church in Elkin on Friday, October 12, 2018,
with leadership from the Rev. Michael Shuford and the Rev. Zachary King. McLain was laid to rest in Hiddenite Cemetery in his hometown later
that day.
Friends and family remember McLain as a good neighbor with a helping heart, willing to lend a hand at any time of the day or night. They
recall, too, McLain’s curious mind, conversant as he was in subjects like science and geology, and how knowledge of the natural world fit into and
informed faith and ministry. Surely, “All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life” (John 1) – the eternal life in which McLain now lives forever.

Sarah S. Howell-Miller

28

Jean Marie Morgan

May 24, 1927 – September 26, 2016
Jean Marie Morgan was born on May 24, 1927, in Karns City, Pa., to Miles W. Morgan and Bertha B. Sherwin Morgan.
She graduated from Karns City (Pa.) High School and attended Taylor University in Upland, Ind., where she graduated
with her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1952, and Scarritt College in Nashville, Tenn., from which she received a Master of
Arts degree in 1956.
Morgan was first certified in 1956 in Western Pennsylvania Conference and was consecrated to the diaconal ministry in
the Western North Carolina Conference in 1977. She served as a deaconess in California, Alaska, Minnesota, and North
Carolina. Morgan became the executive housekeeper at Brooks-Howell Home in Asheville, N.C., in 1977 and served
there in various capacities until her retirement in 1992.
She passed away on Monday, September 26, 2016, at the Brooks-Howell Home. Morgan is survived by her sister-in-law, Doris Morgan of Butler,
Pa.; her nephews, Robert Morgan and wife Zenah of Running Springs, Calif., and David Morgan and wife Irene of Butler, Pa.; and her grandniece,
Brady Lynn Morgan of Butler, Pa. A memorial service was held in North Carolina, and Morgan was interred at Mount Pleasant Lutheran Cemetery
in Chicora, Pa. Western North Carolina is grateful to have had her among us for the latter years of her diaconal ministry and retirement.

Sarah S. Howell-Miller

William Homer Osborne Jr.

April 22, 1942 – September 19, 2018
William Homer “Bill” Osborne Jr. was born in Asheboro, N.C., on April 22, 1942, to Kathleen Ledwell Osborne and
the late William H. Osborne Sr. A lifelong Methodist, Bill was baptized and confirmed at Central Methodist Church in
Asheboro. Bill discerned a call to the ordained ministry during high school and was licensed to preach in the Western
North Carolina Conference in 1959. While a student at then-Pfeiffer College, Bill served his first pastoral appointment
at Shiloh in the then-Salisbury District, 1963-1964.
Also as a Pfeiffer student, Bill married Rebecca Jane Yarborough, the love of his life, on August 26, 1962. Jane had her
own ministry as a registered nurse, and throughout their 56 years of marriage, Jane was Bill’s most faithful supporter.
Bill received his bachelor’s degree from Pfeiffer in 1964 and his Bachelor of Divinity degree from Duke University’s Divinity School in 1967. He
was ordained as a deacon in the WNCC in 1965 and was ordained as an elder in 1967. Bill and Jane’s son, Matthew Edward Osborne, was born
a year later.
Upon graduation from Duke, Bill was appointed associate pastor of First UMC in Salisbury, 1967-1970, with primary responsibility for youth
ministry. Under Bill’s leadership, the youth group grew in size and vitality and provided lifelong friendships. Bill was passionate about welcoming
many youth in the community to the United Methodist Youth Fellowship. During Salisbury’s days of desegregation, Bill’s inclusive spirit ensured
that every young person was welcome at First UMC. Other appointments were: Harrison-Marvin (Charlotte District), 1970-1972; Huntersville
(Charlotte District), 1972-1978; Epworth (Salisbury District), 1978-1986; Clemmons (Winston-Salem District), 1986-September 1, 1989; and
Christ (High Point District), September 1, 1989-1992. Each of those congregations counted Bill as one of their most effective pastors.
Bill served beyond the local church as district superintendent of both the Marion District, September 1, 1992 -1996, and the Salisbury District,
1996-1998. From 1998-2007, Bill served as the administrative assistant to the bishop, serving first Bishop Charlene P. Kammerer and then Bishop
J. Lawrence McCleskey.
While a local church pastor, Bill was elected president of the Board of Ordained Ministry. As a district superintendent, Bill served as the Dean of
the Cabinet. Each office was a tribute to Bill’s wisdom and leadership skills.
In every one of his appointments, Bill was a strong pastoral leader, with excellent gifts for mentoring and organizing. In his service as a district
superintendent and the administrative assistant to the bishop, these gifts were especially appreciated by both clergy and laity. Bill led charge
conferences, oversaw building programs, handled complaints, and managed conflict with firmness and compassion.
Bill had a special knack for helping individuals discern God’s call on their lives. He found purpose in encouraging a struggling congregation,
supporting a grieving pastor, and interpreting paragraphs in The United Methodist Book of Discipline for a successful outcome. Bill was always eager
to make room at the table for individuals sometimes left out, including women and African Americans. As a district superintendent and assistant
to the bishop, Bill was an advocate for diverse appointments to local churches and the cabinet.
One of Bill’s favorite scriptures was Luke’s story of the Prodigal Son. Bill knew God firsthand as a loving father. Just as the loving father in the
parable welcomed both the wayward son and the self-righteous older son to the banquet table, so too had God welcomed Bill with open arms. Bill
gave his life to extending that same extravagant welcome to others.
Bill retired in 2007, but he remained active in ministry at First UMC in Salisbury, where he served as an usher and Sunday school teacher. Bill was
also devoted to his alma mater, Duke University, enjoying all sports there, especially Duke basketball.
Bill appreciated dinners out with family and friends, travel, NASCAR races, Willie Nelson and Bob Dylan concerts, golf games with friends, face
jugs, history and politics, and the latest movies. Although he made every effort to avoid germs, Bill embraced life with gusto and humor.
Bill was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in February 2018. In spite of his brave efforts to overcome the cancer, Bill died at the Kate B. Reynolds
Hospice House in Winston-Salem on September 19, 2018. A worship service to celebrate Bill’s life was held on September 26, 2018, at First UMC
in Salisbury.
Bill is survived by wife Jane; son Matthew Osborne and his wife, Mary Beth, of Durham; his beloved granddaughters, Isabel Osborne and Eloise
Osborne; his brother, the Rev. Barry Osborne and wife Judi of High Point; and his mother, Kathleen L. Osborne of Winston-Salem.

Sally O. Langford
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Frank Laprade Padgett

September 5, 1944 – November 20, 2018
The Rev. Dr. Frank LaPrade Padgett was born in Atlanta, Ga., to the Rev. Dr. Robert T. Padgett and Samie
Bowman Padgett. He was survived by his wife of 24 years, Allison Hancock Padgett; three children, William
Robert Padgett (April), Justin Satterfield Padgett (Mairi) and Heather Barkley Padgett Futch; one stepson, Steven
Gentile (Solvig); five grandchildren; and a sister, Therese Padgett.
Frank was born into a loving Methodist parsonage and named for his father’s first two district superintendents. It
can be no wonder that he grew to love the heritage of the Methodist traditions of worship, discipline, and service.
He joined the church at age 10 at First Hinesville Methodist Church, South Georgia Annual Conference, and by his teens he committed
to going into the ministry.
After receiving a bachelor’s degree at Georgia Southern University in 1966, Frank earned a Bachelor of Divinity degree at Candler School
of Theology at Emory University, receiving the degree in 1969, and earned a Doctor of Ministry at Drew University, receiving the degree
in 1982. He also studied at Edinburgh University in Scotland, where William Barclay became one of many mentors. He was ordained as
a deacon in 1967 and ordained as an elder in 1969 in the South Georgia Conference. In 1972, he transferred membership to the Western
North Carolina Conference.
Appointments that Frank served include the following: United Methodist/Presbyterian Campus Ministry and Director of Wesley Foundation
(Georgia State University), 1969-1971; Centenary (Winston-Salem) Minister to Youth, 1972-1977; Providence (Charlotte) Minister of
Education, 1977-1983; Oakview (High Point), 1983-1985; St. Paul (Charlotte), 1985-1988; South Mecklenburg Mission (later Saint Francis
in Charlotte), 1988-1993; Stallings, 1993-1995; Cullowhee, 1995-2003; and First (Stanley), 2003-2005. He retired in January 2005.
Leadership in civic activities beyond the local church were so numerous that at one point his young children, whom he was raising as a single
parent, asked him to resign those roles so he could have more time with them. While Frank did comply, it would not last. He was drawn to
the welfare of the people of God above personal desires, ego, or career. In 2003, the city of Sylva named Frank as one of the grand marshals
in the Catch the Spirit of Appalachia’s Parade of Many Colors in recognition of his many services to the community.
The entire outdoors was the retreat Frank sought for relaxation and reflection. He would go hiking, camping, or fishing and return home to
write an article for the church newsletter where his words would flow onto paper like an artist painting on canvas.
When asked what he would do if he couldn’t be a pastor, Frank replied, “Find a way to help people understand themselves as God’s beloved.
Many of our problems, personally and socially, stem from our tendency to self-rejection. We change when we truly understand that God
loves us unconditionally because we are God’s children.”
A lifelong friend, John McCormack, describes Frank as follows: “Frank was a singularly intelligent, unique and passionate man who affected
my life early on as a person who cared about justice and was not afraid to take strong stands for what was right. I remember him leading the
anti-Vietnam war moratorium march at GSU (November 1969) and receiving threats for his stand. I would say he was the first of my peers
to present a model of how to live a principled life. Reading later about his work on the Internet and reviewing his obituary, it is very obvious
he never gave up in his quest for a better world.”
A celebration of the wonderful life of Frank L. Padgett was held on April 20, 2019 at Cullowhee UMC in Cullowhee.
Therese Padgett

Charles Elbert Page

March 24, 1928 – March 19, 2019
The Rev. Charles Elbert Page was born on March 24, 1928, in the Wilson County town of Sims, N.C. Page was
the eldest of three children born to the late Charles Ross Page and Elizabeth Davies. The Page family was actively
involved in Sims Methodist Church, where young Charles served as a Sunday school teacher and superintendent.
After graduating from Rock Ridge High School in 1946, and committing himself to a call to ordained ministry at
age 17, Page attended Atlantic Christian College, where he received his Artium Baccalaureus degree in 1949, shortly
after being licensed to preach in 1948. Page attended Candler School of Theology at Emory University, graduating
with a Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1955. He later studied at the University of London and Geneva, receiving his
Doctor of Theology from Geneva Theological College in 1974.
Page married Catherine Powell Harrison on April 5, 1952, while serving as associate pastor for Children and Youth Ministry at Central
Methodist Church in Albemarle. Together, they had two children, Rebecca Anne and Susan Catherine. As he and his wife were building a
family, Page was also beginning his formal ministry. In 1953, the same year their first daughter was born, Page was ordained as a deacon.
When ordained an elder in 1955, Page also took his first appointment, Shiloh-Granite Quarry, 1955-1960. Other appointments were:
Cold Springs, 1960-1962; St. Paul (Greensboro), 1962-1966; First (Salisbury) Associate, 1966-1967; Stokesdale, 1967-1969; StokesdaleMt. Carmel, 1969-1973; Gibsonville, 1973-1977; Commonwealth (Charlotte), 1977-1983; First (Cherryville), 1983-1988; and Mouzon
(Charlotte), 1988-1989, for a total of 41 years of service to God’s church.
After retiring in 1989, Page remained in active service to his community. Page continued his ministry by serving as Protestant chaplain on
several Holland America cruises, and by volunteering at Front Street UMC in Burlington and West Market Street UMC in Greensboro.
Following his active interest in patriotic organizations and American history, Page was a member of the Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR), served as president of the North Carolina Society from 1997 to 1999, and was a Rotarian and past president of the Gibsonville Club.
Page was also a former trustee of the Alamance County Historical Museum and the North Carolina Capitol Society.
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After 59 years of marriage, Page’s wife, Catherine, passed away on June 19, 2011. Page died on March 19, 2019, at Arbor Acres Retirement
Community in Winston-Salem, less than a week before his 91st birthday. Surviving Charles and Catherine are their daughters, Rebecca and
husband E.W. “Bill” Buchanan Jr. of Greensboro, and Susan and husband Richard D. Kane of Raleigh; two grandchildren, Charles William
(Chad) Buchanan and wife Jennifer, and Catherine Kane Kaminski and husband, Brian, and their children, great-granddaughter Jaqueline
and great-grandson Caleb. Page is also survived by a brother, Marshall Peele Page of Wendell. He was preceded in death by another brother,
John Daniel Page of Kenly. A memorial service was held on Sunday, March 24, at West Market Street UMC with the Rev. Bill Ellison and
the Rev. Pam Strader presiding.
Page is remembered for a contagious joy and zest for life and for being a positive influence on the young people to whom he ministered.
He was beloved by the congregations he served for his engaging smile and heart for God’s people. Page will be missed here on earth but is
blessed to be reunited with his bride in the light of God’s promises fulfilled.
Sarah S. Howell-Miller

George Lee Pollock

January 28, 1941 – November 20, 2018
In the mysterious birthing of creation, the Spirit of the Eternal breathed on the earth and made it good. In one, the
Rev. Lee Pollock, this breath of God filled him with an elixir of joyful liveliness, and through Lee, clarified God’s
assurance of light over darkness, even life over death.
Lee was born in Davidson County and lived with his parents, Sim Lee Pollock and Kathryn Eanes Pollock, in
Thomasville, N.C. He attended Guilford College, 1959-1963, earning an Artium Baccalaureus degree; and Duke
University's Divinity School, 1963-1966, earning his Bachelor of Divinity degree.. Lee chose ministry as a career
after an International Scandinavian Caravan Tour with youth from the Western North Carolina Conference. His choice was nurtured
during his formative teenage years by the Rev. Frank Jordan, minister at Memorial United Methodist Church in Thomasville.
Lee was ordained as a deacon in 1964 and admitted to the Western North Carolina Conference in 1964. He was ordained as an elder and
admitted into full connection in 1968. Over more than 40 years, Lee served the following appointments: Grace (Greensboro) Associate,
1966-1969; Center (Concord), 1969-1974; Calvary (Asheboro), 1974-1980; Midway (Midway), 1980-1986 (beginning March 1, 1980); leave
of absence, 1986-1988; Taylorsville (Taylorsville), 1988-1995; and Rankin Memorial (High Point), 1995-2003. After retiring, Lee served in
retirement at Bethlehem UMC in Advance and Canaan UMC in Winston-Salem.
Lee considered being a pastor one his highest privileges, eclipsed only by his love for his family. His love for the people in his congregations
and their love for him were great honors to both. His ministry was filled with radical hospitality. He never looked on anyone as a stranger.
He accepted people as he found them: young, old, rich, and poor. Once a handshake, forever a friend. He spent many hours at the side of
congregants in need. His faith drew him to their sides.
Surviving Lee is his wife, Mary Alexis Hinkle Pollock; his daughters, Melanie Pollock Murray (Joe) of Summerfield, N.C., and Kristy
Pollock Priest (Archie) of Asheboro, N.C.; two stepsons, Jeremy Ammons of Salisbury, N.C., and David Ammons of Welcome, N.C.; three
grandchildren, Megan Davis (Austin), Meredith Priest, Madison Priest; and three step-grandchildren, Kaleb Ammons, Kameron Shoaf,
Alee Ammons. Although Lee was not known for his public singing, his daughter’s and grandchildren’s favorite memories are of being
awakened by Lee singing to them a song.
Along with Lee’s love for family and faith, Lee loved chocolate chip cookies, his pet dogs, Georgie and Sissy, and Duke basketball and
football. When possible, he played a respectable round of golf. His language was filled with folksy expressions. When he had no reason not
to do something, he would respond with something like, “Might as well, I can’t dance,” or “Might as well, it’s too windy to throw rocks.”
When someone told him something hard to believe, he had a number of exclamatory expressions, like “Get outta Dodge.”
In the final five years of his life, he struggled through numerous chemotherapy agents seeking relief from metastasized cancer. He would
describe his suffering, and no matter how difficult his daily experiences, he always ended by saying something about how much he loved life,
adding “I thank God for one more day.” When it appeared that all human efforts were failing and his suffering was becoming unendurable,
he placed himself into the hands of God. He believed that God was good and that he could never drift beyond God’s love and care. He lived
in God joyfully as an open, friendly, generous, and faithful person until his end.
His memorial service was held on Saturday, November 24, 2018, at Bethesda UMC near his home on Sink Road, in Welcome.
Manuel D. Wortman
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Gaylen Arlis “G.A.” Presley

October 4, 1950 – October 19, 2018
G.A. Presley was a man who was dependent upon and empowered by the Holy Spirit, his Advocate and Counselor.
He loved the Lord, his God, with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength, and so, he was ready to greet his Lord and
Savior when he died in his home on October 19, 2018.
G.A. was born in Somerset, Ky., on February 4, 1950, to John Gilbert Presley and Ruth Absher Presley. John Gilbert
Presley was a pastor who died preaching a revival. G.A. would say that he went with both of his Father’s businesses,
the work of his earthly and heavenly Father. G.A. was the fifth of six children, with an older sister, Angeline King,
and four brothers, Kenneth, Darrell, Mike, and Lyndon Presley. He was raised in a Christian home and attended
Sunday school and church on a regular basis. He was a graduate of Somerset (Ky.) High School in June 1968. He served in the U.S. Air Force
for two tours of duty, starting in 1969. He worked in the Crypto Department in installations of top-secret communication equipment. It
was in the Air Force that G.A. gave his heart and soul to Jesus Christ. Staying up all night, G.A. said that he giggled and laughed with the
Holy Spirit. He became active in a Southern Baptist church, teaching Sunday school, serving as the Children’s Church leader and youth
pastor, and deacon. He was later stationed in Cape Lisborn, Alaska, 300 miles north of the Arctic Circle. He asked his commanding officer
for permission to hold Bible studies in an on-site chapel. G.A. was granted permission to hold Bible studies and Sunday morning services,
administer Communion and baptism. He received the Meritorious Service Award from the U.S. Air Force Chief of Chaplains for his
voluntary services to the fellow site inhabitants. G.A. was assigned duty with the U.S. Army as a forward air controller in Louisiana. At the
end of his tour of duty, he attended and graduated from Rhema Bible Training Center in Broken Arrow, Okla.
For several years, G.A. filled in for pastor friends at Pactolis United Methodist Church in Grayson, Ky., prior to moving to North Carolina.
At Hopewell United Methodist Church, G.A. sang in the choir, participated in the United Methodist Men, completed the Lay Speaker’s
Advanced Course of Study, taught and trained for Hopewell’s Greeter Ministry, and Safety and Security Ministry. G.A. was instrumental
in starting a prayer ministry at Hopewell UMC, praying for the salvation of friends, strangers, and families. In fact, G.A. would say that
his initials stood for “God Answers Prayer.” At that time and for several years, G.A. worked as a terminal manager for Wilson Trucking.
He had a study Bible that his mother had given him. There was a fire at Wilson Trucking, and the only thing that survived the fire was that
Bible. Not one page was harmed in that Bible. That gave great inspiration to G.A. He underlined this verse in his Bible: “I thank Christ Jesus
our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service” (1 Timothy 1:12). His call to ministry
became stronger while he served at Hopewell UMC. He began the candidacy process.
In 2010, G.A. was licensed as a local pastor. He served Yadkin, 2010-2012; New Hope (Iron Station), 2012-2017; and Covenant (Gastonia),
2017 until his death in 2018. G.A. had a passion for mission and would go on mission trips with his churches to The Red Bird Mission in
Kentucky.
G.A. met his wife, Kimberly Williams Presley, at work. Their friendship started on the phone. For their first date, he took her to see the
movie, The Passion of Christ. He wanted her to know how he felt about Jesus Christ. They married on September 10, 2004. Their daughter
is Katie Anne Presley. Katie was always an advocate and cheerleader for her Daddy’s preaching. She asked the district superintendent when
he was going to give her Dad his own church. G.A. had such a deep love for Kim and Katie. They were a “threesome” in ministry.
G.A. had complications from his knee surgery, and he died in his home. His Celebration of Life was held on Wednesday, October 24, 2018,
at Covenant UMC. His graveside service was held on Friday, October 26, at Eubank Cemetery in Eubank, Ky. G.A. lived his life fully for
God and always said, “Nothing is impossible with God! Amen?”
Tam Wensil

Paul Arthur Sears

April 13, 1956 – December 24, 2018
With unwavering faith and a joyous spirit in spite of the cancer that ended his life on earth, Paul Arthur Sears
entered his eternal home on December 24, 2018, at age 62.
Sears was born in Los Angeles, Calif., on April 13, 1956, to the late Gordon Arthur Sears and Ena Mae Stauts Sears.
When Sears was 11 years old, his family moved from California to Missouri, due to his father’s employment with
the Department of Defense, which included electrical engineering work with NASA and the military. Just before
beginning high school, Sears met his future wife, Elizabeth Arden Callaghan Sears, at a church-league volleyball
tournament. They were on opposing teams. The following year, they met again when they both entered Raytown
South High School, and by the spring they were “teammates,” of sorts, as they began dating. After graduation from high school in 1974,
Paul and Beth were married in Independence, Mo., on February 28, 1975. They would be blessed with three wonderful children in their
marriage – Meghan Ruth Sears, Ian Arthur-Reed Sears, and Wesley Allen Sears.
Over the years, Sears would work as a journeyman plumber, a wholesale plumbing supply salesman, a milkman, a window salesman, and the
proprietor of a local functional art store. He attended the University of Missouri-Kansas City and graduated in 1984 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in European history. He later felt called to the ministry as a member of the Community of Christ denomination and enrolled at Iliff
School of Theology, earning a Master of Divinity degree in 1992. While at Iliff, Sears was a student assistant to the president, Dr. Donald E.
Messer. In the Community of Christ, he would be, in succession, a regional youth minister, a campus minister for seven years (during which
time he traveled to Honduras to build Habitat for Humanity houses and to Africa and western Europe to help develop campus ministries),
and a district superintendent in the southeastern United States mentoring lay pastors in Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. As
a campus minister, he was responsible for the Community of Christ’s leadership program, including for the military. He joined the Army
National Guard to glean how the military developed young leaders to adapt such techniques in the ministry.
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Paul and Beth Sears moved to Franklin, N.C., in 2003. They joined First United Methodist Church, where Paul was a lay servant, taught
a class called “Still Searching,” and participated in a local ministry to the homeless. He eventually became a local pastor in The United
Methodist Church and, beginning in 2008, served Hickory Knoll UMC. In 2014, he became the pastor of the newly formed Hickory
Knoll-Maiden’s Chapel two-church charge, which he served actively until March 2017, when he went on medical leave. Up to that point, he
also served as a member of the Smoky Mountain District Church Vitality Team and the Conference Church Vitality Team. Additionally,
he obtained certification as a Jungian spiritual director from the Haden Institute in Asheville.
Sears brightened the lives of others with his delightful sense of humor. He lived each day with two philosophies – “So What” and “No
Whining.” As to the former, he became known in seminary for his thoughtful, sincere, and sometimes provocative questions, but his aim
was always to encourage critical thinking. His other guiding principle – “No Whining” – manifested itself throughout his life, including
when he was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and given only three weeks to live. He faced that dire prognosis with uncommon courage and
dignity and, by God’s grace, lived more than three years beyond that date. In the midst of the shadow of death, he was fully alive, radiating
Christ’s love and the peace and joy of eternal life. A celebration of his life was held on January 19, 2019, at First UMC of Franklin, with the
Rev. David Beam officiating.
Paul Sears had a deep faith in Jesus Christ and a genuine love for all persons as children of God. He was filled with and, thus, exuded joy,
curiosity, compassion, and gentleness. Henri Nouwen writes that “… a gentle person treads lightly, listens carefully, looks tenderly, and
touches with reverence.” Paul Sears embodied these words.
Randolph H. Harry

Thomas Ralph Sigmon

April 4, 1939 – April 5, 2019
The Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Sigmon was born April 4, 1939, to Ralph Manson Sigmon and Gladys Radar Sigmon
in Newton, N.C. He died April 5, 2019, in Charlotte, N.C., after a courageous battle with pulmonary fibrosis
and lung cancer. A Celebration of Life service was held at Myers Park United Methodist Church in Charlotte on
April 26, 2019. This service recognized and celebrated 80 years of a life that was lived with compassion, grace, and
faithfulness.
Tom is survived by his wife of 59 years, LaVon; their children, Mary Beth Smart and husband Mike of Gastonia,
and William Thomas Sigmon and wife Elizabeth of Charlotte; his brothers, Jerry Manson Sigmon and wife Jean
of Newton, and Donald Eugene Sigmon and wife Becky of Newton; their grandchildren, Matthew Alan Klingaman and wife Lacey of Mt.
Holly, Jennifer Elizabeth Thrift and husband Charlie of Stanley, Marshall William Sigmon of Charlotte, and Jordan Elizabeth Sigmon of
Charlotte; their great-grandchildren, Kamryn Elizabeth Thrift of Stanley and Ryder James Klingaman of Mt. Holly; nieces Lynn Sigmon
Laws of Newton, Kim Sigmon Gulzar of Mt. Holly, and Donna Sigmon Wellmon of St. Louis; and nephews Marcus Todd McCurry of
Greensboro and David Eugene Sigmon of Newton. Tom was predeceased by another nephew, the late Jeffrey Manson Sigmon of Newton.
Tom attended Catawba County’s public schools and graduated from Fred T. Ford High School in 1957. He earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Lenoir Rhyne University in 1960 and a Master of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School in 1964. He received a Doctor
of Divinity degree from Drew University in 1986.
Prior to his retirement in 2005, Tom served in various capacities throughout 46 years of ministry. He received his license to preach in 1958,
when he was only 19, was ordained as a deacon in 1962, and was ordained as an elder in 1964. Tom’s love of the church and passion for its
ministry influenced many agencies and boards beyond the local church. He frequently focused on ecumenical coalitions, assisting in the
linkage of churches, especially in local missions. In the late 1960s, he was one of the key organizers of a multi-denominational Cooperative
Christian Ministry in Hickory that continues to this day. In the early 1970s, he was one of the organizers of the original Mecklenburg
County Council on Aging. Late in his career, he was also instrumental in partnering with the Duke Endowment to establish rural affordable
housing ministries across western North Carolina.
Tom was effective in multiple administrative roles throughout his ministry, but his first love was serving the local church. He served
rural, small town, mountain, suburban, and urban churches throughout western North Carolina. His appointments included: Wesley
Chapel (Statesville), 1959-1960; Wesley Chapel-Shiloh (Statesville), 1960-1961; Concord-Orange Chapel-Clover Garden (Burlington) as a
student, 1961-1964; Williamson’s Chapel, 1964-1967; Kool Park (renamed St. John’s in 1968), 1967-1971; Newland-Elk Park, 1971-1972;
Duncan Memorial-Charlotte Special Ministries, 1972-1974; Cole Memorial (Charlotte), 1974-1979; Mount Zion, 1979-1981; conference
staff, Conference Council on Ministries (Charlotte), 1981-1985; Sharon (Charlotte), 1985-1991; district superintendent (Gastonia District),
1991-1998; and conference director of Connectional Ministries (Charlotte), 1998-2005. He continued his ministry after retirement serving
as interim minister for churches in transition through 2012.
Tom loved to travel and turned that passion into a second career in 1998 when he became a travel director for Educational Opportunities, a
role he continued until his death. During his 20-plus years of service to Educational Opportunities, he led trips all over the world, including
to the Holy Land, Paul’s Second Missionary Journey, the Russian Baltics, Oberammergau Passion Play in Austria, and the Wesley heritage
tours in England. Known as a “people person,” during his travels it was not the landmarks, but the people who interested him the most.
Tom was a man of impact, but always unassuming and humble. A positive impact was instinctive to him – so instinctive it seemed effortless,
and often, he may not have even realized he had an impact until someone told him. Tom believed that Christianity is not a “spectator sport,”
but requires active witness based on justice, mercy, compassion, and respect for all. Though loyal to his denomination, he still believed very
strongly that the name of one’s denomination was meant to be used as an adjective, not a noun. All who knew him have been blessed to
have his example.
William Sigmon and LaVon Sigmon
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Panzie Merilyn Miller Stevens
October 4, 1934 – July 11, 2018

Panzie Merilyn Miller Stevens was born on October 4, 1934, as the youngest child and only daughter of the late
Charles Joseph and Edna Mae Sparks Miller in Paint Lick, Ky. Stevens graduated from the Foundation School
at Berea and attended Berea College, where she studied voice and piano performance; she later transferred to
Georgetown (Ky.) College and completed her Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology in 1956.
Soon after, she received a teaching certificate and began a 40-year career, focusing primarily on serving grade-school
special needs children. During this time, her only child, Joseph, was born. Stevens continued her education by
returning to the University of Toledo for a master’s degree in special education, completing her Master of Education
in 1968. Throughout her career, Stevens was active in local churches and often volunteered to serve as minister of music, singing in the choir,
or playing piano and organ for worship services.
After a full career as a teacher, Stevens retired from that vocation and began pursuing theological studies at Duke University. She was
licensed to preach in 1991 and received an appointment as a local pastor in the Western North Carolina Conference in 1995, serving Mill
Spring until her retirement in October 2000.
In retirement, Stevens found joy in helping raise two granddaughters, continuing to support church music ministries, quilting, crocheting,
and needlepointing. Her final years were spent enjoying a quiet life in Charlotte, N.C., where she was involved at Central United Methodist
Church. She passed away on July 11, 2018. Stevens is survived by her son, Joseph Cleveland and wife Nella Summey Stevens of Charlotte;
granddaughters Elizabeth Merilyn Stevens and Katherine Rebecca Stevens of Greenville, S.C.; and several nieces and nephews. She was
preceded in death by her parents and by brothers Jimmy, Kenneth, and Wayne Miller.
Stevens’ celebration of life was held at Bumgardner Chapel of McLean Funeral home in Belmont, N.C., on July 18, 2018, with the Rev.
Holly Evensen presiding. May her voice, so often used to teach and to praise, now be joined with the heavenly choir.
Sarah S. Howell-Miller

Edward Sidney Tapper

September 21, 1937 – April 27, 2019
Edward Sidney Tapper was passionate about evangelism and pastoral care for he understood the Gospel of Jesus
Christ must be shared in both word and deed. Moreover, Tapper knew the Gospel is most effective when the
deepest needs of the human heart are met in the compassionate service of Jesus’ followers. Edward “ET” Tapper
was a modern-day Apostle Paul for his life was shaped by being raised in a Jewish home and his faith was shaped
by trusting in Jesus Christ as his risen Lord and Savior. Ed often shared his personal testimony by saying, “I am a
completed Jew. I did not convert to Christianity; I am completed by it.”
Ed was born in Newark, N.J., on September 21, 1937, the son of Simpson and Rose Maher Tapper. Ed and his two brothers, Clyde and
Franklin, grew up in Hillside, N.J., proudly knowing that their family was from the tribe of Benjamin. Ed served in the Army National
Guard and was an expert web pressman and cameraman who earned a two-year degree. Tapper later attended High Point University, John
Wesley College, and in 1995, completed the Course of Study at Duke University’s Divinity School. In 1980, Ed answered the call to serve
Christ as an ordained minister in The Nazarene Church. Bill Thompson and Walter McKelvey’s passion for The United Methodist Church
lit a fire in Ed’s heart to pursue pastoral ministry in the Western North Carolina Conference. He was licensed to preach in 1988, and became
an associate member of the WNCC in 1996.
Ed married Nancy Jane Brown on February 14, 1965, and raised six children from their union: Richard Tapper (deceased), Douglas
Tapper, Jodi Tapper Berlant, Heide Tapper Andrews, Tami Tapper Sykes, and Penny Tapper Garner. Nancy and Ed were true partners
in ministry through music and preaching in the churches they served. Tapper was appointed to Farmer (High Point District), 1988-1991;
Union Chapel-Chestnut Grove (Lexington), 1991-1996; and Calvary-Legend Park (Asheboro), 1996-2002. He retired in 2002. After his
retirement, he served: Mt. Shepherd-West Chapel (High Point District), July 1-December 31, 2002; White’s Chapel (Greensboro District),
2007-2011; and Mizpah (Reidsville), 2012-2013. Throughout his ministry, Ed also served as a volunteer chaplain at Randolph, Davie
County, Forsyth Medical Center, Wake Forest University Baptist, Moses Cone, and Wesley Long hospitals.
Ed and Nancy mentored many young clergy and laity by setting an example: “… the mission field is not where you are going but where you
are right now, with the people you are with right now.” The Tappers traveled extensively to churches, large and small, leading congregations
in the Seder service and helping worshipers to see Jesus Christ in the Passover meal. Edward was passionate about the Lord’s Supper for it
was rooted deeply in the Jewish faith and pilgrimage. God delivered the Hebrews from slavery. Jesus Christ came to set us free from the
bondage of sin, addiction, bitterness, and suffering. Christ came to make all things new. This was the theme and message of the Celebration
of Tapper’s life, which occurred May 4, 2019, at Burnett’s Chapel UMC in Greensboro. Later at the graveside at White’s Chapel UMC in
Liberty, the body of this servant of Christ was committed back to the Heavenly Father who gave him to us in witness and service.
Mother Teresa was once asked why she continued to serve and love the dying and destitute in her community, and she said, “When I serve
the broken and those who are suffering I am drawn closer to Christ who suffered and died for me.” There is little doubt that Ed Tapper
was drawn to the broken and wounded, so that he might share the transforming love of the Wounded Healer with those whom he served.
Charles C. Kyker
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Earl Wilson Jr.

September 16, 1946 – July 3, 2018
Earl Wilson Jr. was born in Bolton, N.C., to Earl Wilson Sr. and Louise Bland Wilson. A sister, Linda, was also born
into this family. Since their father was a career military non-commissioned officer, Earl and his sister’s horizons were
broadened because of their experiences living in a variety of settings.
Earl Jr. graduated from Berry O’Kelly High School in Raleigh, N.C., received his Radio Broadcasting License from
Ohio State University while he was a student at Shaw University and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Shaw
in 1969. Proverbs 18:22 (KJV) says, “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing and obtaineth favour of the Lord.”
Both were achieved when Earl took Doris Kinlaw as his bride on December 25, 1969. Two children were born to
this union of kindred spirits.
In 1973, Earl earned a Master of Divinity degree from Duke University’s Divinity School after an internship at Union Theological School in
Richmond, Va. Having already been ordained as a deacon in The AME Church in 1969 and as an elder in 1971, he was received, by transfer,
into the Western North Carolina Conference in 1973. In 1996, he was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree from Pfeiffer University.
His appointments were: Wesley Foundation (North Carolina A&T State University) and St. Paul (Kernersville), 1973-1975, and Wesley
Foundation (A&T State) and Laughlin Memorial, 1975-1977. In June 1977, he transferred to the Tennessee Conference, where he served
on the conference staff. During the next decade, Earl also served on the staffs of the General Board of Discipleship and the Memphis
Conference. In late 1988, at the urging of Dr. James Ferree, Earl returned to the Western North Carolina Conference to join the conference
program staff, where he served as Conference Director of Age-Level Ministries. Other appointments were First Brevard, 1991-1995; Charlotte
District superintendent, 1995-2003; and Mt. Tabor (Winston-Salem), 2003-2012. Earl was elected to serve as a Western North Carolina
Conference delegate to the 1996, 2000, and 2004 General and Jurisdictional conferences. He attended the World Methodist Conferences
in Nairobi, Kenya, and Brighton, England. After a varied 39-year ministry of dedicated, faithful service, he retired in 2012, affording him
more time for his hobbies: photography and playing the Gibson guitar he received as a gift from Mt. Tabor.
The immediate survivors of this beloved one are his wife, Doris Kinlaw Wilson of the home; a sister, Linda Wilson Richardson of Newark,
N.J.; a son, Navy Chaplain Earl (Camilla) Wilson III of Iwakuni, Japan; a daughter, Lindy Wilson Overstreet of Monroe, N.C.; and
grandchildren Harrison, Emery, Austin, and Cara.
Earl had a winsome personality, and he endeared himself with his acquaintances and congregants. Of special note, worshippers came to
expect two sermons when he came to the pulpit. He lifted his melodious voice in praise and delivered a message in song before the spoken
word on Sunday mornings. Therefore, it was fitting for his family to surround him with songs of faith, as a means of comfort, in his final
hours. Maybe Earl’s last request was, “Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.” Surely, he knew all was well and found the peace that
endureth.
A Celebration of Life service was held on July 14, 2018, at Mount Tabor with Dr. Hurley Thomas as eulogist. In a lovely edifice, where
Earl had served his last nine years, it was also fitting that voices and instruments filled the sacred space. One might say the progression of
the hymns, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,” “Be Thou My Vision,” “Amazing Grace,” “Great is The Faithfulness,” and “Precious Lord, Take My
Hand,” was a testament to Earl’s pilgrimage on this earth. After the service, family and friends gathered for an internment in the Garden
of Memory.
“O may I join the choir invisible of the immortal dead
Who live again in minds made better by their presence…”
George Eliot
Andrew W. Brown Jr.
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William Brian Wombough

April 10, 1943 – December 8, 2018
As I begin this labor of love, I can hear Bill saying, “Keep it simple.” Bill would say this as we worked on Sunday
sermons together at the library.
The Rev. William “Bill” Brian Wombough was born on April 10, 1943 in Elimara, N.Y.
Bill’s educational qualifications for the ministry included a bachelor’s degree from Greensboro College, received
in 1966, and a Master of Divinity degree from Wesley Seminary in Washington, D.C., received in 1972. Rev.
Wombough also took advantage of many continuing educational opportunities throughout the Western North
Carolina Conference but most especially at Lake Junaluska.
He was licensed to preach in the Central New York Conference in June 1963. He was ordained as a deacon in 1970 and as an elder in 1976.
He transferred to the Western North Carolina Conference in June 1970.
He served the WNCC for 40 years. His service record includes the following: Student (Gastonia), 1970-1972; First Waynesville Associate,
1972-1973; Shooting Creek and Clay County Parish Associate, 1973-1977; Hiddenite, 1977-1978; Salem-Clark’s Chapel, 1978-1981;
Pleasant Hill, 1981-1985; Grace-Dix Creek, 1985-1989; North Kannapolis, 1989-1995; Antioch-Oak Grove, 1995-1997; Davie, 1997-2001;
West Lincoln, 2001-2002; leave, 2003-2004; and Polkville, 2004-2006. Wombough retired in 2006. In retirement, he served Double
Shoals, 2009-2010, and Little Sandy, 2010-2018. Bill enjoyed his service to the WNCC and also volunteered for conference responsibilities.
Bill was married to Mary “Janice” Spencer Wombough, who preceded him in death. They were married in 1971 at Bradley Memorial United
Methodist Church in Gastonia, N.C. Janice was a registered nurse employed by the State of North Carolina. She went to meet the Lord on
November 16, 2018. Bill went to meet his Lord on December 8, 2018. Their deaths were 23 days apart.
Bill also was preceded in death by a son, Jack Spencer Wombough. He is survived by daughter Jacquelyn Wombough Sharpe (TJ), son Ron
Wombough (Kim), and grandchildren Matthew and Autumn Wombough and Jackson Sharpe.
Bill is our loss but Heaven’s gain.
Jimmy W. Galloway

Wade Edward Wright

March 7, 1930 – November 22, 2018
On Thanksgiving morning, November 22, 2018, the Rev. Wade Edward Wright was placed in the loving arms of
God and celebrated Thanksgiving around the throne of God.
Rev. Wright was born March 7, 1930, to the late John Henry Wright and Minnie Lunsford Wright in Forsyth
County, N.C. Later, the family moved to Davie County, N.C., and Wade graduated from Farmington High School
in 1948. It was in Davie County where Wade met the love of his life, Anna Mae Reeves. The two were joined in
marriage on June 23, 1951. God blessed their union with 68 wonderful years of marriage. Wade and Anna had two
daughters, Kathy Wright Durmire and Carol Wright. They and their spouses provided two grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, and
one great-great-grandson.
Wade was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and servant of God. He was a living example of a Christ-centered life. He was the same,
whether behind the pulpit preaching, standing in line at the store, walking down the street, working in his garden, or spending time with
his family. He not only loved and cared for the needs of his family, but loved and cared for all those whom he came in contact with. It was
not uncommon when his family would sit down for a meal to find a hungry stranger at the table. Wade loved to witness to others and show
kindness.
Wade served two years in the U.S. Army during the Korean War and received an honorable discharge. Before going into the ministry, Wade
was active in his home church, New Union Methodist Church, where he served as a Sunday school teacher, Sunday school superintendent,
choir member, and grounds attendant. He also physically helped build the congregation’s new church.
In 1961, Wade’s 5-year-old daughter received third degree burns over 30 percent of her body. Wade prayed day and night, along with his
church family and community, for his daughter’s recovery. Wade prayed, “God, if you will spare her life, I will do anything you want me
to do.” Ninety-one days later, she was able to go home. It was after this Wade felt like the Lord was calling him into the ministry with each
sermon he heard. He fought this feeling at first, thinking he could not be a minister, but when he answered the call, he felt like a burden
had been lifted.
He enrolled in Mitchell Community College, where he earned a degree. He also attended Pfeiffer College and Appalachian State University.
He was licensed to preach in 1965. He received a Certificate of Attainment from The United Methodist Church Ministerial Board for
completion of the Fourth-Year Course of Study through Duke University’s Divinity School on August 1, 1969. He was accepted into the
Western North Carolina Conference as a deacon in 1968. He served as a registrar for the Western North Carolina Annual Conference, each
June, until he retired.
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Wade was always knowledgeable in finances. He was a good steward in the work of the Lord and motivated the churches he served to meet
their financial needs. His first appointment was Jones Memorial (Mooresville), 1966-1969. Members voiced their desire for a new church but
were not sure if they were financially able. Wade helped them set a goal, and with prayer and self-denial, they built a new church during his
three years there. Other appointments were: Deerfield, 1969-1971; Hiddenite, 1971-1977; Pelham-Hickory Grove, 1977-1981; HarmonyNorth Iredell, 1981-1983; Reeds, 1983-1989; Whitnel (Lenior), 1989-1991; and Bethel-Rhodhiss, 1991-1995. He retired in 1995.
He enjoyed mission trips. He went to Costa Rica on a building team. His most memorable trip was to the Holy Land, where he was baptized
in the Jordan River on his 45th birthday, March 7, 1975.
Rev. Wright was honored in several ways throughout his ministry. On June 3, 1995, the U.S. flag was flown over the U.S. Capitol in
recognition of the Rev. and Mrs. Wade Wright’s contributions to their community and church. A certificate of recognition, along with the
actual flag that was flown, was later sent to them, acknowledging this honor.
Wade was not just a church pastor; he was often referred to as a community pastor. He filled in as a substitute school bus driver, was a
lieutenant in the local fire department, and preached at neighboring church revival services, which included other denominations. Wade’s
mind was always active, thinking of ways he could help others and spread the gospel of Christ.
Kathy Wright Durmire and Carol Wright McLain

A special thank you to the Rev. Craig Allen for his work in editing the memoirs.
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THE ORDERING OF MINISTRY
Saturday, June 22, 2019 | 7:30 p.m. | Stuart Auditorium

Gathering 	 
"Glorious Day"

by Mark Hall, Michael Bleecker

"The Lion and The Lamb"

by Leeland Mooring, Brenton Brown, Brian Johnson

"Then He Rose"

by Elevation Worship

 Processional Hymn 	 
"God of Grace and God of Glory"

UMH 577
Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick; Music: John Hughes

1.

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power;
crown your ancient church's story, bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.

2.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us, scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, for the living of these days.

3.

Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.

4.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation, be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.

 Greeting and Prayer 	 
The bishop greets the people and they respond:
Bishop:

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.

People:

And also with you.

Bishop:

We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves
and others the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray:

All:

Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts.
Give your grace to all servants of your church, that we may with diligence and faithfulness fulfill
our various ministries. Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, perfect our
ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Please be seated:

We Remember Our Baptism and Common Ministry
The bishop, standing near the baptismal water, begins,
Bishop:

Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God.
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers, the church,
Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human family and
the whole of creation.
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here:

The bishop scoops the water and says,
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Bishop:

Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.

All:

We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God!

Introduction of Guest Bishop
Presentation Of Persons To Be Licensed, Commissioned, And Ordained

Bishop Leeland

Due to the sacred nature of this service, please refrain from any distractions such as clapping and flash
photography. Family and friends are encouraged to take pictures AFTER the service.
Those who are to be licensed, commissioned and ordained are presented to the bishop:
Jane Boatwright Wood, Conference Lay Leader:
This day, these are the witnesses who have come forth from among us. They are responding to their
call by the Holy Spirit to set apart ministry. Bishop Leeland, on behalf of the laity of local congregations
who have examined and approved these candidates,
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Coppedge-Henley, Vice-Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry:
and on behalf of the district committees on ordained ministry and the Board of Ordained Ministry of
this annual conference, which has recommended these persons, and this annual conference which
has approved them,
Rev. Kimberly Ingram, Director of Ministerial Services:
We present these persons who are licensed for pastoral ministry, these persons to be commissioned
for ministry, and these persons to be ordained as deacons and elders.

Each candidate stands when their name is read:

Candidates to Be Licensed as Local Pastors
Arthur Cade Barefoot
Taylor Pryde Barefoot
Martha Montague Barrett
Joshua David Berrier
Jason Pate Boggs
Robert Knox Boozer
Mary Elizabeth Cash
Kimberly Marie Clarke
Peter Aram Constantian
Mary Gilmore Dow
Jordan Matthew Durham
Jerry Dean Ellis
Natalie Greene Gray

John Christopher Harris
Eric Webb Henson
Freddie Lee Ingle
Matthew Todd Johnson
Amanda Lynn Kidd
Anthony Montgomery Kindred
Emily Isabelle Danahey Kroeger
Janet Laughridge Lovelace
Jonathan Randolph Marr
Nina Dawn Miller
Vickie Blakeney Mitchell
John David Moffett
Ray Lawrence Morgan
John Raymond Nelson

John Michael Patterson
Cindy Lee Ramirez
Edward Nathaniel Ramsey
Garry Revels
Addie Jo Schonewolf
David Lee Serven
Kimberly Steele Smith
Stephen Wayne Smith
Charles William Taft
Anne Louise Tavenner
Raymond Hoge Tavenner
Veronica Lee Timbers
Preciouse Adula Wilson

Candidates to Be Commissioned as Provisional Members
Samuel Ian Burleson
Charles Hicks Curtis
Brian Adams Elwell

Maegan Daigle Habich
Nathan Angelo Harris
Cynthia Marie Worley Nanney

Timothy Gregg Plott
Jennifer Diane Read-Orr
Courtney Dunnigan Sanford

Carrilea Anne Potter Hall
Wesley Leonard Hall Jr.
Bradley Sherman Lisk
Melissa Dawn Lowe
Roy Miller

James Randolph Perdue
Rebekah Jane Shuford Ralph
Joel Richard Simpson
Benjamin David Sloan
Allen Tippett Stanton

Candidate to Be Ordained as Deacon
Kennette Lawrence Thomas

Candidates to be Ordained as Elders
Edward Richard Blount
Mitchell Cliff Boughman
Ashley Christopher Cyre
Nathan David Finsel
Donna Faye Friddle
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After the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and the bishop says:
Bishop:

These persons are by God’s grace to be licensed, commissioned, and ordained to ministry in Christ’s holy
church. Those authorized by the church to inquire about them have discerned that they are persons of sound
learning and of Christian character, and possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, and have demonstrated a
profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God. We ask
you, people of God, to declare your assent to the licensing, commissioning, or ordaining of these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be licensed, commissioned, or ordained?

All:

We do! Thanks be to God!

Bishop:

Will you uphold them in their ministry?

All:

With God’s help, we will!

The bishop, presenters, and candidates are seated.

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD AND RESPONSE
Song of Celebration
"Follow You Anywhere"

by Jason Ingram, Kristian Stanfill, Brett Younker, Phil Wickham

Prayer for Illumination

Rev. Sherise Lindsay

Lord, open our hearts and minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read
and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson

Rev. Sherise Lindsay
Isaiah 40:27-31(NRSV)

Gospel Lesson

Bishop J. Michael Lowry
Matthew 28:16-20 (CEB)

Sermon 	 
"No Other Way"

Bishop J. Michael Lowry

 The Apostles’ Creed

Rev. Taewan Joseph Kim
UMH 881

All:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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 The Word in Song 	 
“Trust and Obey”

UMH 467
Words: John H. Sammis; Music: Daniel B. Towner
But we never can prove the delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

General Examination	 
All are seated, except the candidates and bishop. The bishop examines all the candidates:
Bishop:

Licensing, commissioning, and ordination are gifts from God to the church
and are exercised in covenant with the whole church and within the covenant of the office and order.
My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to licensed, commissioned, or ordained ministry.
The church now confirms your calling.
By the grace of God, you are to be coworkers with the laity, bishops, deacons, diaconal ministers,
local pastors, associate members, commissioned ministers, and elders.
Remember that you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church
and no other, to look after the concerns of God above all.
So that we may know that you believe yourselves to be called by God
and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life
and work of licensed, commissioned, or ordained ministry?

Candidates:

I do so believe.

Bishop:

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior?

Candidates:

I do so believe and confess.

Bishop:

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things necessary for
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative standard for the church’s
faith and life?

Candidates:

I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.

Bishop:

Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy Spirit
continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to participate
in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline,
defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and committing yourself to be
accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise
your ministry?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.
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Bishop:

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life of the order,
fellowship, or membership into which you are ordained, commissioned, or licensed? Will
you give yourself to God through the order or fellowship in order to sustain and build each other up in
prayer, study, worship, and service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

The bishop addresses the candidates:
May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, that the work
begun in you may be brought to perfection.
All:

Amen.

All candidates may be seated.

Response 	 
"Take, O Take Me As I Am"
Congregation:

Worship & Song, no. 3119 by John Bell

Take, O take me as I am;
Summon out what I shall be;
Set your seal upon my heart.
And live in me.

THE LICENSING OF LOCAL PASTORS
Bishop Leeland invites licensing candidates to stand:
Bishop:

Do you believe you are moved by the Holy Spirit to serve as a licensed local pastor?

Pastors:

I do.

Bishop:

Will you strive to live a life in keeping with what you preach?

Pastors:

I will.

Licensing for Pastoral Ministry
The bishop authorizes the candidates for licensed local pastor as a group:
Bishop:

You are hereby authorized to serve as a licensed local pastor in the congregations to which you are appointed.
Take care that you perform these duties faithfully as you are able, the Lord being your helper.

All:

Amen.

Congregation sings: “Halle, Halle, Halleluja” while local pastors move.
Congregation:

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! Halle, Halle, Halleluja!
Halle, Halle, Halleluja! Halleluja! Halleluja!

TFWS #2026

Recognition of Those being Licensed as Local Pastors

Rev. Dr. David Greene

THE COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
Introduction
The bishop introduces the act of commissioning:
Bishop:

Throughout Christian history, the church has commissioned people for leadership and service.
This commissioning is always a response to the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
who calls and sends women and men to share in Christ’s ministry.
In the early church in Antioch, the Holy Spirit instructed the community to
“set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2).
In the early stages of such ministerial service, ordained leaders walk with commissioned leaders to mentor
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and form them in Christ’s ministry, just as Ananias, the more seasoned leader, guided Paul,
the newly called evangelist, toward the fullness of his calling (Acts 9).
We gather here to commission men and women for ministry in the church.

EXAMINATION
The bishop examines the candidates to be commissioned:
Bishop:

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is a solemn hour in your life and the life of the church.
You have shared in the ministry of all the baptized and have witnessed to Christ’s call to leadership
among the people of God. Serving among us as faithful disciples, you have shown gifts and graces for leading
the people of God in living and proclaiming the gospel to all people.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a commissioned minister?

Candidates:

I do so believe.

Bishop:

Will you give yourself fully to the work of God in the world and to servant leadership in the life
and work of Christ’s church?

Candidates:

I will, with the help of God.

Bishop:

May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace to perform them,
that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection. Amen.

PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING
Candidates stand. The bishop, extending arms over all the candidates, prays:
Bishop:

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and women to be apostolic
leaders in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, to understand and live the mystery of
your love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry.
Empower them, with all of your people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and to
give themselves freely for your name’s sake.

Congregation sings: "Take, O Take Me As I Am" as candidates for commissioning come forward.
Congregation:

Take, O take me as I am;
Summon out what I shall be;
Set your seal upon my heart.
And live in me.

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the commissioning of each minister.
As candidate kneels, the bishop prays:
Bishop:

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name.
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign of God, and to
equip the church for ministry, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.

PRAYER
After all the candidates have been commissioned, the bishop says:
Bishop:

Let us pray.

Then all but those being commissioned pray:
People:

Almighty God, may the grace of ministry rest upon these your servants and may the
opportunity to serve lead them into the fullness of your calling. Clothe them with your righteousness,
and grant that they may glorify you by giving themselves to others,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Congregation sings: “Halle, Halle, Halleluja.”
Congregation:

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! Halle, Halle, Halleluja!
Halle, Halle, Halleluja! Halleluja! Halleluja!
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EXAMINATION OF DEACON
All are seated. The bishop examines the candidate:
Bishop:

A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood,
to relate the life of the community to its service in the world,
to lead others into Christian discipleship,
to nurture disciples for witness and service,

Here a large Bible is lifted.
Bishop:

to lead in worship, to teach and proclaim God’s Word,
to assist elders at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion,
to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes,

Here a towel and basin with pitcher are lifted.
Bishop:

to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed,
and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice, liberation and reconciliation,
even in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.
These are the duties of a deacon.

Bishop Leeland invites the deacon candidate to stand:
Bishop:

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?

Ordinand:

I do so believe.

Bishop:

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the Order of Deacons?
Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Deacons in order to sustain
and build each other up in prayer, study, worship, and service?

Ordinand:

I will, with the help of God and with the help of my sisters and brothers
in the Order of Deacons.

Laying on of Hands and Prayer for Deacon 	 
The bishop, facing the ordinand, calls the people to prayer:
As this person is ordained by God and the church for the ministry of deacon
to which we believe she has been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for her: .
The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:
We thank you, Living God, that in your great love
you sent Jesus Christ to take the form of a servant,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross,
and now resurrected and exalted in the heavens.
You have taught us, by his word and example,
that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.
Give this servant grace to be faithful to her promises, constant in her discipleship,
and always ready for the works of loving service.
Make her modest and humble, gentle and strong, rooted and grounded in love.
Give her a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ who came not to be served but to serve.
The candidate for ordination as a deacon comes forward.
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Congregation sings: "Take, O Take Me As I Am."
Congregation:

Take, O take me as I am;
Summon out what I shall be;
Set your seal upon my heart.
And live in me.

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands.
Bishop Leeland lays both hands on the ordinand, praying:
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church.
All:

Amen.

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop says:
Name, take thou authority as a deacon
to proclaim the Word of God,
and to lead God’s people to serve in the world,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

The newly ordained deacon takes her seat.

THE ORDAINING OF ELDERS

Examination of Elders 	 
Bishop examines the candidates:
An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church:
to preach and teach the Word of God
Here a large Bible is lifted by an assistant.
Bishop:

and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion;

Here a paten and chalice are lifted.
Bishop:

to lead the people of God in worship and prayer;
to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ;
to exercise pastoral supervision;
to order the life of the congregation;
to counsel the troubled;
and declare the forgiveness of sin;
to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world;
to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people;
and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church
and in service in and to the community.
These are the duties of an elder.

Bishop asks the elder candidates to stand:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?
Ordinands:

I do so believe.

Bishop:

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the Order of Elders?
Will you give yourself to God through the Order of Elders in order to sustain
and build each other up in prayer, study, worship, and service?

Ordinands:

I will, with the help of God, and the help of my sisters and brothers in the Order of Elders.

Laying on of Hands and Prayer for Elders 	 
Bishop, facing the ordinands, calls the people to prayer:
As these persons are ordained by God and the church for the ministry of elders
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.
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The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays:
We praise you, eternal God,
because you have called us to be a priestly people,
offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death
and, having ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people,
making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
to build up Christ’s body,
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.
Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry.
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.
Enable them to serve without reproach,
to proclaim the gospel of salvation,
to administer the sacraments of the new covenant,
and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
The candidates for ordination as elders come forward.
Congregation sings: "Take, O Take Me As I Am"
Congregation:

Take, O take me as I am;
Summon out what I shall be;
Set your seal upon my heart.
And live in me.

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are for silent prayer during the laying on of hands.
The bishop lays hands on each ordinand, praying:
Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit,
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.
All:

Amen.

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible, as the bishop says:
Name, take authority as an elder
to preach the Word of God,
and to administer the Holy Sacraments,
and to order the life of the Church,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
All:

Amen

Congregation sings “Halle, Halle, Halleluja”
Congregation:

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! Halle, Halle, Halleluja!
Halle, Halle, Halleluja! Halleluja! Halleluja!
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WE ARE SENT FORTH FOR MINISTRY IN THE WORLD

Prayer of Thanksgiving 	 
Bishop:

Let us pray.

All:

We thank you, gracious God,
for raising up among us faithful servants.
Clothe them with your righteousness,
and grant that we, with them,
may glorify you by giving ourselves to others. Amen.
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 Recessional Hymn 	
“God, the Spirit, Guide and Guardian”

UMH 648
Words: Carl P. Day; Music: Rowland H. Prichard

1.

God the Spirit, guide and guardian, wind-sped flame and hovering dove,
breath of life and voice of prophets, sign of blessings, power of love:
give to those who lead your people fresh anointing of your grace;
send them forth as bold apostles to your church in every place.

2.

Christ our Savior, sovereign, shepherd, word made flesh, love crucified,
teacher, healer, suffering servant, friend of sinners, foe of pride:
In your tending may all pastors learn and live a shepherd’s care;
grant them courage and compassion shown through word and deed and prayer.

3.

Great Creator, life bestower, truth beyond all thought’s recall,
fount of wisdom, womb of mercy, giving and forgiving all:
as you know our strength and weakness, so may those the church exalts
oversee its life steadfastly yet not overlook its faults.

4.

Triune God, mysterious being, undivided and diverse,
deeper than our minds can fathom, greater than our creeds rehearse:
help us in our varied callings your full image to proclaim,
that our ministries uniting may give glory to your name.

 Dismissal With Blessing
Deacon:

Rev. Kennette Thomas

The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
As you received, freely give.
Go, to share generously in Christ’s ministry. Amen.

Closing Voluntary

Jarvis Wilson
Please remain in place as the newly ordained, commissioned, and licensed persons recess. They may be greeted on the lawn by the
chapel. In case of rain, they will remain in the auditorium and greet guests near the stage.

Worship Leaders 	 
Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Bishop J. Michael Lowry
Rev. Donald Jenkins
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Coppedge-Henley
Rev. Paul Thompson
Rev. Gloria Hughes
Rev. Kimberly T. Ingram
Rev. Dr. David Greene
Rev. Sue Anne Morris
Jane Boatwright Wood
Rev. Taewan Joseph Kim
Rev. Sherise Lindsay
Modern Worship Team from Long's Chapel UMC

Resident Bishop, Western North Carolina Conference
Resident Bishop, Central Texas Conference
Chairperson, Board of Ordained Ministry
Vice-Chairperson, Board of Ordained Ministry
Chairperson of the Order of Elders
Chairperson of the Order of Deacons
Conference Secretary; Director of Ministerial Services
Licensing School Coordinator, Board of Ordained Ministry
Chair of the Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members
Lay Leader; Board of Ordained Ministry Member
Lee's Chapel-Carraway UMC, Greensboro, Northern Piedmont District
Piney Grove UMC, Advance, Yadkin Valley District
Lake Junaluska, Smoky Mountain District

Processional Attendants 	 
Crucifer:
Acolyte:
Acolyte:
Bible Bearer:
Bishop's Crosier:

Jay Hinton
Milas Trull
Max Trull
Nora Dickson
Rev. Dr. Patricia Spicer

Shell:
Chalice:
Paten:
Bowl:
Towel
Pitcher:

Rev. Annalee Allen
Rev. Dr. Christopher Franks
De 'Arius Dow
Darea Dow
Michael Belser
Isabel Fincannon

Wesley Foundation, Western Carolina University, Smoky Mountain District
Elizabeth Chapel UMC, Waynesville, Smoky Mountain District
Elizabeth Chapel UMC, Waynesville, Smoky Mountain District
First UMC, Waynesville, Smoky Mountain District
WhiteStone Chaplain, Greensboro, Northern Piedmont District

Symbols of Ordination 	 
Associate Director of Ministerial Services
High Point University, Northern Piedmont District
Central UMC Thomasville, Yadkin Valley District
Central UMC Thomasville, Yadkin Valley District
Central UMC Thomasville, Yadkin Valley District
Highland UMC, Hickory, Catawba Valley District
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A SERVICE OF THE WORD AND THE
FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS
Gathering Music
 Call to Worship

Sunday, June 23, 2019 | 10 a.m. | Stuart Auditorium
St. Mark’s UMC
Bo Taylor, Director of Museum of Cherokee Indians & Member of Cherokee UMC

Leader:

Jesus called the disciples to cast their nets. Again.

People:

They had been up all night. Yet they cast their nets again.

Leader:

There is a wide world out there.

People:

But we want to stay inside our walls, where everyone knows us. Where we feel safe.

Leader:

Jesus calls us to go, feed, and love.

People:

But we have tried that already, we have “never done it that way before,” we have failed, and we are afraid.

Leader:

Jesus says, “Walk with me… feast in sweet fellowship. Go where I send you. Trust me.”

People:

(Sing Together)
Then in fellowship sweet
we will sit at his feet,
or we'll walk by his side in the way;
what he says we will do,
where he sends we will go;
never fear, only trust and obey.

Opening Prayer

Diane Harper

All:

Creator, you made all that is, and proclaimed that “it is good.”

Leader:

Creator, help us to discover in all You have made in Nature,
the good wisdom about the interconnectedness of all things,
about balance and about living in harmony.

All:

We are not above nature, we are part of Creation;
we live by the same laws as all of nature
and need to learn from what God has made.

Leader:

Creator, help us discover the power that lies in the wisdom and understanding of our role in the Great Mystery,
and in honoring every living thing as a teacher.

All:

Creator God, may our spirits be in harmony with yours
as we gather in joyful obedience in your worship!

 Opening Hymn 	 
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”

UMH 133
Words: Elisha A. Huffman; Music: Anthony J. Showalter
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Prayer of Intercession

Rev. Dr. Tom Mabry

Rev. Mabry:

Like Simon Peter, we tend to cling to what was. Forgive us, we pray. We celebrate what you have done with us
and through us until now. We sense you calling us, like Peter, to try another side and discover you anew. Like
Peter, we are tentative. Free us from our own limitations...

All:

In fellowship sweet, we will sit at your feet. Free us for joyful obedience.

Rev. Mabry:

Like your disciples, we are weary from toiling with results that are different than we expected. We have fear,
anxiety, and uncertainty about how you will appear after we have walked with you in a form familiar to us. Free
us from our own limitations...

All:

We will walk by your side in the way. Free us for joyful obedience.

Rev. Mabry:

Like the hungry and neglected lambs and sheep waiting patiently for the care of the shepherd to reach them, we
are going forth into communities that yearn for tending and feeding. Jesus, we recognize that you are already
present in these communities waiting for us. Free us from our own limitations...

All:

What you say, we will do. Free us for joyful obedience.

Rev. Mabry:

Strengthen us for faithfulness in the settings where we have been sent. Use us to extend your grace through vital
ministry, new possibilities, and fresh expressions. Help us to express our love for you through our devotion to
you and our care for others in your name. Free us from our own limitations...

All:

Where you send, we will go. Free us for joyful obedience.

Rev. Mabry:

We are prepared, empowered and excited to depart and serve. As we break camp, we are honored to have the
privilege of making disciples for the transformation of the world. Free us from our own limitations...

All:

Never fear, only trust and obey. Free us for joyful obedience through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Anthem 	 
"Glory to the Lamb"

Geoffrey Golden

Scripture Lesson

Rev. Juston Smith
Matthew 28:16-20 (RSV)

Sermon 	 
“The Joy Of Full Surrender”

Bishop Paul L. Leeland

Statement of Faith
All:

Elizabeth Helsabeck
Ian Tozer (1997 UCA Assembly)

We believe in God the Creator,
who is always creative
and invites us to affirm and explore who we are,
with all our differences;
and who is the source of our faith.
We believe in God the Saviour
revealed in the world as Jesus the Christ
who died and is risen,
the one Lord of the church.
We believe in God the Reconciler,
the Holy Spirit,
who is always with us bearing witness with our spirits
that we are the children of God.
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We believe that our smallness
can never diminish God’s vastness;
that our frailties can never overcome
God’s will for wholeness;
that our sin can never crush God’s power for new life
even in the face of death.
We believe, and in this belief, we need one another,
as a choir needs every voice and every part
for the harmony to be complete.
We believe - that in the Holy Spirit,
in Jesus Christ and in the love of God we are one!
We believe And may our lives reflect our belief.

Offering 	
The offering will go toward disaster response efforts in the North Carolina and Alabama – West Florida Annual Conferences in which
individuals and churches suffered extensive damage from hurricanes Florence and Michael.

Offertory 	
"Thank You, Thank You Jesus"

Chicago Mass Choir

 Doxology 	 
“They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”

TFWS #2223, stanza 4.
Words and music by Peter Scholtes

All praise to the Father from whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus His only Son
And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love
Please be seated.

COMMISSIONING OF GENERAL AND JURISDICTIONAL DELEGATES
Bishop:

Let us covenant together that we shall not rest until God’s reign
of righteousness is realized on earth as it is in heaven.

All:

We shall not seek the illusory comfort of easy answers but
will do the hard work of seeking God’s will with each new decision.

Bishop:

We shall not succumb to the false Gospel of individualism
but shall pursue shalom, the hope of justice for all God’s people.

All:

We shall not be seduced by the appeal of tribalism but shall consider
ourselves citizens of an order ruled by Christ, to whom belongs
all honor and glory, authority and power, world without end. Amen.

Bishop:

O God, as you anointed leaders and called prophets of old, lead us
to recognize our true representatives and authentic leaders: men
and women who love your people and can walk with them,
who feel their pain and share their joys, who dream their dreams
and strive to accompany them to their common goal.
In your fire, with your Spirit, embolden and commission these
representatives of the Western North Carolina Conference to transform our
discernment, to serve your people, and to bring real glory
to your name. Amen.
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FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS & SENDING FORTH
 All appointed persons to ministry, please stand:
Bishop:

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants.
Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to him. Christ has many services to be done.
Some are more easy and honorable, others are more difficult and disgraceful. Some are suitable to
our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to both.
In some we may please Christ and please ourselves.
But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.
It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ.
Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray:

Elders, deacons, associate members, and local pastors:
Let me be your servant, under your command. I will no longer be my own.
I will give up myself to your will in all things.
Bishop:

Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work.

Elders, deacons, associate members, and local pastors:
Lord, make me what you will.
I put myself fully into your hands:
put me to doing, put me to suffering,
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be empty,
let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and with a willing heart
give it all to your pleasure and disposal.
Bishop:

Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants. He is the source of all salvation to
those who obey. Christ will have no servants except by consent; Christ will not accept anything
except full consent to all that he requires. Christ will be all in all, or he will be nothing.

CHARGE TO THE LAITY, DEACONESSES, HOME MISSIONERS,
AND DIACONAL MINISTERS
 Clergy be seated, laity please stand.
The Bishop addresses the laity, including deaconesses, home missioners, and diaconal ministers:
“The world is our parish,” John Wesley said. You are the people of God, living and serving in God’s world. Will
you receive these persons as your leaders, sent to serve Christ, support and lead the Church in ministry to all the
world?
Laity:

We reaffirm our faith in Christ, and our commitment to serving him in our daily lives.
We receive these persons as servants among us,
and will support them in our shared ministries.

“Covenant Renewal Service”
© 1992 UMPH. Wesley Covenant Service abridged by Ole E. Borgen.

 CHARGE TO ALL MINISTERS
Bishop:

Will you go where you are sent?
Will you receive those sent to you?
Will you pray for the ministry of all Christians?
Will you embrace life together, so as to evidence the reign of God?

All:

By God's grace we are called into connection.
In God's strength we will go, and we will receive.
With God's help, we will bring forth the kingdom.

Bishop:

O God of all times and places, we pray for your Church,
which is set today amid the perplexities of a changing order, and face to face with new tasks.

All:

Baptize her afresh in the life-giving spirit of Jesus.

51

Bishop:

Bestow upon her a great responsiveness to duty, a swifter compassion for suffering,
and an utter loyalty to your will.

People:

Help her to proclaim boldly the coming of your kingdom.

Bishop:

Put upon her lips the ancient gospel of her Lord.
Fill her with the prophets’ scorn of tyranny, and a Christ-like tenderness
for the heavy-laden and downtrodden.

People:

Bid her cease from seeking her own life, lest she lose it.

Bishop:

Make her valiant to give her life to humanity, that, like her crucified Lord,
she may mount by the path of the cross to a higher glory;

People:

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Walter Rauschenbusch
Bishop:

I hereby fix the 2019–2020 appointments to the local churches and extension ministries.

 Closing Hymn 	 
"The Summons"

TFWS 2130
Words and Music by John Bell

 Benediction
Bishop:

Bishop Leeland
Go now, sent by the one who was sent by God.
Walk in the light;
testify to the resurrection of Christ;
forgive the sins of all,
and live at peace with one another.
And may God bless you with life forever;
May Christ Jesus breathe his Spirit and peace into you;
And may the Holy Spirit lead you into the life and light of God.

All:

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Nathan Nettleton, 2003.

 Postlude 	 
"Total Praise"

Richard Smallwood

Worship Leaders & Participants 	 
Bishop Paul Leeland
Bo Taylor
Diane Harper
Rev. Dr. Tom Mabry
Rev. Juston Smith
Elizabeth Helsabeck
St. Mark's Choir and Musicians
Jarvis Wilson
Keith Wilson

Resident Bishop, Western NC Conference
Director, Museum of Cherokee Indians & Members of Cherokee, UMC
Mallalieu-Jones, Mount Airy, Yadkin Valley District
Shady Grove UMC, Winston Salem, Yadkin Valley District
First UMC, Gastonia, Catawba Valley District
Fairfield UMC, High Point, Northern Piedmont District
St. Mark's UMC, Charlotte, Metro District
Conference Musician, Pianist/Organist, Atlanta, Georgia
Conference Musician, Vocalist, Ben Hill UMC, North Georgia Conference

52

