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LAITY VOTING ROSTER 

5001  Alexander, Jana 
5002  Austin, Emma 
5003  Betlej, Erin 
5004  Brinkley, Jerry 
5005  Camp, Alison 
5006  Chaney, Bobby 
5007  Connor Greene, Teresa 
5008  Danker, Ryan 
5009  Darnall, Russell (Russ)  
5010  Davis, Jennifer 
5011  DeVore, Amy 
5012  Dozier, Henry (Hank)  
5013  Dyer, John 
5014  Erwin, Zachary (Zach)  
5015  FitzJefferies, Kathy 
5016  Friend, Nancy 
5017  Frye, Kylee Rose 
5018  Gilbert, Lynne 
5019  Graham, Patricia (Witdrawn)  
5020  Havelka, Havaleh 
5021  Hieronymus, Sandra        
5022  Higgins, Michelle 
5023  Hindel, Carolyn 

5024  Hooker, Coley 
5025  Huffman, Gregory (Greg)  
5026  Johnson, Amy 
5027  Jones, Megan 
5028  Jordan, George (Tom)  
5029  Kincaid, Timothy (Tim)  
5030  Lanier, Tonya 
5031  Lawrence, Victoria (Vicki)  
5032  LeMaster-Smith, Jonathan 
5033  Leonard, Dianne 
5034  Ligon, Margie 
5035  Lineberry, Jennifer Burton 
5036  Linfors, Linda 
5037  Lingle, Andrea 
5038  Locklear, Neffie (Connie)  
5039  Loftin, Wade 
5040  Longstreth, Mary 
5041  Lyles, Dana 
5042  Mailman, Dustin 
5043  McRell, Kelly 
5044  Melton, Kathryn 
5045  Mochrie, Andrew 
5046  Moore, Callie 

5047  Nix, Drew  
5048  Palmer, Dorian 
5049  Pearson, Polly 
5050  Reeder, Steven (Steve)  
5051  Rhodes, Michael (Mike)  
5052  Ryde, Helen 
5053  Schilling, Suzanne 
5054  Sherfey, Shannon 
5055  Sink, Matthew (Matt)  
5056  Smith Gaylord, Keri 
5057  Smith, James-Michael (JM)  
5058  Snider, Danielle  
5059  Uhl, Tate (Robin)  
5060  Underwood, Harry 
5061  Vanderveen, Richard  
5062  Vaughan, Walter 
5063  Whitaker, Lynette 
5064  Wood, Caroline 
5065  Wood, Ron 
5066  Woods, Kathleen (Kathy)  
5067  Wright, Angelia (Angie) 

 
The June 20-23, 2019 session of the Western North Carolina Annual Conference will elect: 

• 10 lay delegates to the 2020 General Conference  
• an additional 10 lay delegates to the 2020 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference  
• and 3 alternates.  

The tables below can be worksheets to help you prepare in advance: 

General Conference   Jurisdictional Conference 
  1   
  2   
  3   
  4   
  5   
  6   
  7   
  8   
  9   
  10   
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5001   Alexander, Jana 
Pleasant Grove UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District   

A life-long member of the United Methodist Church, Jana Alexander is the Catawba Valley 
District UMC Office Administrator, serving under District Superintendent Rev. Angela Pleasants, 
and is happily married to Rev. Byron Alexander, who has served as UMC clergy for 25 years. Jana 
grew up in Charlotte and was born, raised, and confirmed at St. Luke's UMC. She graduated from 
UNC-Chapel Hill (’84) and began her career teaching computer programming at Independence High 
(Charlotte) and word processing at Central Piedmont Community College. She later moved on to 

become Director of Training for ExecuTrain of Raleigh, NC. She left the work force to rear her 2 children and to 
homeschool them through graduation. Once they were both attending college, she taught online classes to homeschool 
students in literature, history, writing, and church history.  While serving as an active member in each UMC that Byron 
has pastored, Jana fostered her passion for teaching by leading Bible studies and Sunday school classes for all ages. She 
became the Catawba Valley District Administrator in 2016. 

As a clergy spouse, Jana has had the privilege of being a member of a variety of church congregations throughout 
the Western North Carolina Conference, in rural, suburban, and urban churches. Forming lasting friendships and 
working alongside fellow Christians from Catawba County, Greensboro, Asheboro, Waxhaw, and Charlotte has given 
Jana a unique perspective. She has had an ear to listen to the desires of United Methodists from all walks of life, learning 
from each of them how concerned they are for the future of our denomination. She has continued to hear from the 
voices of our members throughout the Catawba Valley District in her role as District Administrator.  

Jana has felt a call from God this year to put her name forward for serving as a delegate in both the Annual 
Conference and the General Conference, and after praying over this important decision she has humbly followed God 
and submitted her name. She is gladly trusting in the Holy Spirit to guide and direct her decisions throughout this 
endeavor. Her strongest hope is that as a new lay delegate to General Conference, others will see her love for the Church 
and the people who make up the Western North Carolina Conference. Like you, Jana is just one of many who is trying 
to live out her calling of making disciples for Jesus Christ.  Jana wants to represent each and every lay person throughout 
the entire Annual Conference, keeping Christ first in her deliberations, her relationships, and in the consultations with 
other delegates. She would consider it a great honor to be elected as one of your representatives. 

 
5002   Austin, Emma 
Deerfield UMC (Boone) | Appalachian District 

I was born in Greensboro, North Carolina, though I spent the majority of my life in Asheville and 
Boone. When I was born, my father was in his last year at Duke Divinity School and since then, we 
have moved as a pastoral family around the Western North Carolina Conference. I am a rising Junior 
at Watauga High School where I specifically study theatre, music, and French, along with my general 
education classes. To go along with my studies, I am also Co-Captain of our high school color guard 
team and have been in four of my high school’s theatre productions. This will be my fourth year as 

a At Large Annual Conference Delegate for the Appalachian District and I have been blessed to be able to dedicate my 
time both to the Methodist Church as well as my home church Deerfield UMC and its activities. I feel that God has called 
me into being a delegate because I have spent my life supporting the Methodist Church and I want to take part in helping 
it grow and prosper as we move forward. As a lay delegate, I want to contribute my younger perspective while learning 
from the prior generations. I would also like to help encourage the addition of other youth both into the church as well 
as the conference and educate them on the importance and beauty of the work that is done in this loving community. I 
wish for my optimistic outlook to impact not only my community but the Church as a whole and its aspiration for a 
united body of Christ. I hope that my impact aids people in finding a welcoming home in the open arms and hearts of 
the Methodist Church. 

 
5003   Betlej, Erin 
Jamestown UMC (Jamestown) | Northern Piedmont District 

I currently serve as the Minister of Contemporary Worship and Young Adult/College Ministries at 
Jamestown. I also coordinate the youth minister cohort in the Northern Piedmont District. This 
follows 8 years of professional youth ministry as well as 18 years as an active member of the UMC 
on the local, district and conference level holding a variety of leadership roles starting as a youth 
through adulthood. As a ministry leader who serves with laity and ordained clergy, I would bring a 
unique perspective as a GC delegate functioning as a liaison and professional bridge between 

ordained, licensed and laity. Serving in this role I am also capable of offering a voice where voices (i.e. children, youth 
and young adults) are not usually heard. 

I hunger for the church to use her voice to bear witness to the beauty and the mess in the world. This hunger 
underpins my desire to be a delegate to GC. Seeing the world as a mess is not enough there must be active reconciliation. 
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I believe the church is God’s tool to enact this reconciliation through lasting compassion and justice in the world. 
Innovative work does not happen when we work alone; instead it emerges from working and brainstorming alongside 
others. It is here, in the working with, that the Spirit lives, moves and breathes as we seek to minister in new and organic 
ways. 
 

5004   Brinkley, Jerry 
Bethesda UMC (Lexington) | Yadkin Valley District 

My name is Jerry Brinkley. I am seventy-two years old and have been married to my wife Faye 
for fifty-three years. I have three sons, three daughters-in-law, and six grandchildren. I have been a 
member of Bethesda United Methodist Church in Lexington, N.C. all of my life.  Over the years I 
have served my church as a Youth Counselor, a Sunday School Teacher, Chairperson of the SPRC, 
Chairperson of the Trustees, Lay Leader, Sunday School Superintendent, a member of the 
Administrative Board, a member of the Cemetery Committee, Lay Delegate to the Annual 

Conference and I am a Certified Lay Speaker. I have been on a number of mission work teams through the Western 
North Carolina United Methodist Church Conference to Haiti, Panama, Puerto Rico, and Jamaica. I have gone on several 
Disaster Relief mission trips in N.C. I am a member of our United Methodist Men and we have built ramps and repaired 
homes for the disabled and elderly in our community. I have also served as a Gideon for over twenty-five years.  

I feel God's calling on my life to serve as a lay delegate for the WNCC because I have dedicated my life to serving 
Jesus Christ. 

As a delegate, I would support the present Discipline of the United Methodist Church, the Bible as God's Word and 
the family plan as God created it. I believe the United Methodist Church had a role in leading me to Jesus Christ. I want 
our children, grandchildren, and others to find the same transformation and life in the United Methodist Church that I 
have found. I will support accountability of Bishops and Clergy to do their jobs. 

I hope that you will consider me as a delegate from our WNCC conference to the General Conference. 
 

5005   Camp, Alison 
Mt. Zion UMC (Piney Creek) | Appalachian District 

As the daughter of clergy person in the United Methodist Church, I have been blessed to grow 
in my faith under the example and love of many amazing Christ followers in churches throughout 
the Western North Carolina Conference. I sought to be active in all of those churches by directing 
children’s programs, youth groups, and Christian small groups through high school. As an adult, I 
seek to grow in my faith among small groups at work, among friends, and at my father’s current 
church.  

The United Methodist denomination has had a major impact on my life and my relationship with God. I am led to 
contribute to the path forward as a delegate to general conference; to see the Methodist church be a source of 
leadership and example of Godly love to all people, transforming the world. I believe in doing this by recognizing the 
rights of unborn children conceived in God’s image and supporting the current stance on sexual ethics in the United 
Methodist Church. As a young and active member of the church, I am called to do my part as we move forward with 
God and our Methodist brothers and sisters each one created in the image of Christ; seeking to be fulfilled in such a way 
we can carry the word and love of God to all people, regardless of our different opinions.   

Thank you for your support. 
Respectfully, 
Alison Camp 
 

5006   Chaney, Bobby 
Grays Chapel UMC (Franklinville) | Uwharrie District 

Hello, I am Bobby Joe Chaney, and I have served in the United Methodist Church for more than 
twenty years. My wife Elizabeth “Lynn” Chaney and I served as youth leaders for fifteen years at 
Grays Chapel UMC. We were very involved in several of the connectional youth events such as 
Carolina Cross Connection and The Summit Retreat. I also support our Piedmont Emmaus and 
Chrysalis communities in many capacities including as a lay director and clergy for Emmaus and 
Chrysalis. I have also been blessed to participate in international ministries through the General 

Board of Discipleship in Brazil and the United Kingdom. 
At Grays Chapel UMC I was on the leadership team serving in numerous capacities including many committee chairs 

and lay leader. I served at Grays Chapel until Lynn, and I became Licensed Local Pastors in 2016. I was blessed to be a 
Licensed Local Pastor for two years with Lynn, and together we preached, taught and administered our dual charge of 
Tabernacle UMC in Trinity, NC and West Chapel UMC in Asheboro, NC. This year I have retired on disability from 
Corporate America and have temporarily stepped down as a Licensed Local Pastor. Now I enjoy spending my time 
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assisting Lynn in the administration of her two local churches, Tabernacle and West Chapel UMC. We attend the Duke 
Divinity School Course of Study and enjoy the classes we are taking. One of the reasons I have a passion for the United 
Methodist Church is it has provided me the opportunity to minister to everyone from youth to senior saints. I have 
traveled to corners of the globe where I never imagined I would have the opportunities to minister. 

The responsibility of representing Western North Carolina is an honor. If elected I will adhere to the highest standards 
as a delegate from Western North Carolina. I will covenant to fast, pray and listen for Gods wisdom regarding our United 
Methodist Church. Thank you for your consideration! In Christ’s Abundant Love, Bobby. 
 

5007   Connor Greene, Teresa 
Mt. Pleasant UMC (Stanley) | Catawba Valley District 

Teresa Connor Greene graduated from East Gaston High School and attended Gaston College 
finished with a 3.9 GPA.  Also, Teresa attended American Bible University and graduated with a 2yr 
Certificate in Biblical studies along with all the Classes attended through the United Methodist 
organization.  Is currently a Sr. International Doc Agent for Fedex and serves as a Lay Servant at 
Mount Pleasant United Methodist Church.  Also, in the local church Teresa is Chairperson over 
Worship and plans and organizes the Liturgist for Worship Service, Teaches Sunday School when 

necessary, organized and formed the OCS (Operation Christmas Senior), Mission Educator & Interpretation in the UMW 
for the Catawba Valley District.  I hope to contribute and share my services, knowledge and wisdom that God has instilled 
in me while being compassionate and loving.  I am excited to work with other people of God to help make decisions and 
further our ministries that could impact our church as well as our lives. 

 
5008   Danker, Ryan 
Grace UMC (Greensboro) | Northern Piedmont District 

I currently serve on the faculty of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC and teach in 
the areas of Methodist/Wesley studies and church history. Previously, I served on the faculty at 
Greensboro College. I was educated at both Duke and Boston University and I have a deep passion 
for the United Methodist Church, particularly for its Wesleyan heritage. I am on the UMC/Roman 
Catholic dialogue and have served on that commission for four years. Additionally, I have served in 
a number of local churches within the WNCC including: West Market St (Greensboro), Jamestown, 

and Friendship (Statesville) in a variety of positions, most recently in evangelism and discipleship. One of the joys of my 
work in the church was creating a young adult ministry in Greensboro.  

My interest in being a General Conference delegate stems from my work in Methodist/Wesley studies. I want to 
serve the church as one who is steeped in her history, doctrine, and heritage. If I am elected, I will serve the conference 
to further the original cause of Methodism, to spread scriptural holiness across the land. I believe that it is vital that we 
engage the culture and reach the lost with the saving message of Jesus Christ. In addition, I believe that my work in the 
church and in our seminaries has given me a perspective that will be helpful (understanding where we have been and 
our original calling) as we, as a church, navigate through conflict. We have been here before. Our focus should be on 
making the UMC vital for the work of salving the lost and creating means of discipleship and formation at every level of 
the church.  

I believe that God has called me for such a time as this, to promote the faith once delivered and to be a voice for our 
Wesleyan roots and our mission to a world deeply in need of wholeness in Christ. 

 
5009   Darnall, Russell (Russ) 
Higgins Memorial UMC (Burnsville) | Blue Ridge District 

I grew up in the United Methodist Church and my fondest memories include my grandmother 
playing hymns and singing out of tune. She also shared a passion for Jesus and a love of the church. 
I hope to honor her and live up to her expectations.  

I served as lay leader and chair of the administrative council and believe in the mission of our 
church.  

After serving 10 years at the Director of the Cherokee Children’s Home, in Cherokee, NC, my 
career included working for a Fortune 500 company in strategy formation and deployment, conflict resolution, and 
project management. I currently teach full time at an online university.  

I earned my Master’s Degree in Project Management from Western Carolina University and earned my Doctorate of 
Management in Organizational Leadership.  

It is time for reconciliation and I believe I bring an ability to listen and dialog with respect and love.  
I would be honored to serve as a lay delegate. 
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5010   Davis, Jennifer 
Epworth UMC (Gastonia) | Catawba Valley District 

Jennifer P. Davis is a lifelong resident of Gastonia, North Carolina and lifelong member of Epworth 
United Methodist Church, Catawba Valley District. She is the former Director of Discipleship Ministry 
for the WNCC. 

Jennifer has held numerous positions at the local, District, Conference and Jurisdictional levels 
including: Chair of Administrative Council, Worship, and Finance Committees, Treasurer, Sunday 
school teacher, SPRC, Lay Leader, choir member, musician, United Methodist Women.  District 

positions:  Lay Leader 1996-2000; Chair of the District Superintendency Committee and member of District 
Administrative Council.  Conference positions: currently a member of the Committee on Episcopacy, previously served 
on the Board of Ordained Ministry, Conference Staff Relations Committee, Conference Committee on Nominations, 
Chair of the Episcopal Residence Committee and Chair of the Board of Trustees of The Children’s Home in Winston-
Salem, NC; Task Force on WNCC Conference Reorganization and Transition Team which worked to reduce the number 
of Districts from fifteen to eight.  She has been a delegate to the WNCC annual conference for many years and was 
elected delegate to the 2008 Jurisdictional and delegate-at-large to the 2008 General Conferences. She was the first lay 
delegate elected to the 2012 and 2016 General and SEJ Conferences and the 2019 Called General Conference.  SE 
Jurisdiction: Monitoring Coordinator of the Program Planning Committee.  

She and husband, Fred of 53 years, are the parents of 2 children (daughter, Monica; son, Sean, deceased), and 5 
grandchildren.  She retired from IBM Corporation in Charlotte, NC in 1993 after 25 years.  Community service included: 
election to the Gaston County Board of Education in 1996, reelected in 2000, 2004 and concluded 12 years of service in 
2008.  She was the first African American elected as Vice-Chairman in 2000 and Chairman of the Board Education in 
2002.  Appointed in 2014, She is currently a member of the Board of Trustees of Gaston College. She chaired the Civil 
Service Board for the Gaston County Police Department and membership or chairmanship of numerous other 
organizations.  Her numerous awards and recognitions include the 2011 MLK Unity Award from the Gaston Citizens and 
Clergy Coalition.  She is co-author of three books and published her first single, A Faith Greater Than Grief, August, 2014.  
She holds certifications in the areas of diversity, personality assessments, and coaching.  She is President/CEO of Jennifer 
P. Davis and Associates,LLC; partner in JP Davis and RJ Stevenson Consultants and Associates, LLC both of which provide 
consulting services in HR, employee relations and leadership development. 

“I believe my personal and professional background and experience coupled with faith and love of the United 
Methodist Church allow me to be an objective member of our delegation.  Despite our difficulties in achieving resolution 
with some issues, I remain committed to our mission" 

 
5011   DeVore, Amy 
Matthews UMC | Metro District 

I am Amy Fincher DeVore, from Charlotte, North Carolina. I grew up in Matthews, NC where I 
attended East Mecklenburg High School.  I graduated from Wake Forest University where I majored in 
Spanish and Religion.  My 30+ years in a sales career taught me patience, persistence and tenacity. 
Raising 3 daughters as a single mom taught me even more patience and resourcefulness!  I joined 
Matthews United Methodist Church 21 years ago and my new church home helped me deepen my 
faith and showed me a welcoming place for myself and my 3 young daughters. As a working mom, my 

career changed from a corporate path to an entrepreneurial one, but my church family and my spiritual life kept me 
focused on my faith journey. I met my husband, Fred DeVore, at Matthews United Methodist Church.  We were married 
in 2012 and we have blended our new family of 6 children and 2 grandchildren. 

I have served on multiple committees (Finance Committee, SPRC Committee, Leadership Development Committee 
and Global Impact Committee) at Matthews United Methodist Church. I currently serve as Lay Leader for the Global 
Impact (Missions/Outreach) Committee where we walk alongside 34 local, national and international ministries.  We 
also lead the Disaster Relief work where we take teams to the Lumberton area to rebuild homes and restore hope.  I am 
part of the Key Leaders church team. 

I feel God is calling me to serve as a Lay Delegate, since I am a “seasoned” member of the church and of the 
denomination, but also because I have fresh eyes on the issues that divide us and complicate our opportunities to grow 
our Methodist denomination. I have served in Belize on 2 mission trips and have led 5 teams to Lumberton, NC for 
Disaster Relief and recovery.  My true passion is missions/outreach and, daily,  I feel God’s call to serve in that space.  

My work in missions encompasses international work but, to a great degree, focuses on work in our local community 
dealing with issues of poverty, homelessness, addiction, and lack of education. We are called to serve the most 
vulnerable around us and meet them where they are. 

“How can you say that you love God, whom you don’t see, if you do not love your neighbor, who you do see?” – 
Mother Teresa 
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Our church and our denomination face many challenges in the days ahead.  My prayer is to work together to 
strengthen our church and follow the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

For me the words of John Wesley say it clearly: “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways 
you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” 

I commit to read and study all material needed for this role.  If elected, I commit to prayerfully consider all issues 
and ask for guidance from God. 

 
5012   Dozier, Henry (Hank) 
St. Mark's UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District 

Education: B.A; Business Administration, Delaware State University  
Local Church experience: Member: St Mark’s United Methodist Church, currently serves as a 

Certified Lay Servant, and Men’s Choir member 
District experience: District President UMM, District Laity Council, District Program Council, 

District Nominating Committee. District Trustee Committee, Member, Lay Delegate WNCC Annual 
Conference (7 years). District Superintendency Committee  

Instructor- Advanced Course Lay Servant Ministries 
Conference experience:  WNCC Conference President 2010-2014, Vice-President –UMM Conference President, Past 

Conference Prayer Advocate. Men’s Ministry Specialist Candidate. Past member: Board of Ordained Ministry, Board Of 
Laity, DBOM Committee member, Conference Committee on Nominations Caucus chair.  Member - BMCR WNCC.  2016 
Delegate to General Conference in Portland Oregon. 2019 Delegate (Special Session) General Conference in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Southeast Jurisdiction: United Methodist Men's President 
General Commission on United Methodist Men: Member, National Association of Conference Presidents; GCUMM 

representative: National DS/DCM Orientation and Training held at Lake Junaluska; Recognition and Awards: John Wesley 
Award, Life Member award – United Methodist Men, Certificate of Appreciation – Board of Ordained Ministry. 

Marital status: Married to Nancy.  One daughter: Lindsay Marie. 
Social Issues:  I do believe that as church within the body of Christ, we must be on the forefront in expressing our 

concerns with the injustices of our society inclusive of degradation of LBGQT+ community, police brutality, racial 
injustices as well as domestic violence. With that being said, we must also ask God for true discernment without our on 
judgmental characters as a standalone. As the song writer says:, “God’s grace is sufficient  for me” That is to say, God‘s 
prevenient grace shall prevail in the end. 

As a delegate for the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference, I feel obligated to be a part of the continued 
discussions around the unsettled issues presented during that time. In addition, my various positions jurisdictional, 
conference, district and local level lends itself to someone who is embodied in the work of the church and will do what 
is right in the eyes of God. 

 
5013   Dyer, John 
Williamson's Chapel UMC (Mooresville) | Metro District 

I gave myself to Jesus Christ in my late teens and have been a member of the Methodist 
denomination my entire life.  I have had the opportunity to serve in several leadership roles including 
as the Council of Ministries Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair, Stewardship Chair, 
Administrative Board Chair and I am currently serving as the Lay Leader for Williamson's Chapel UMC 
in Mooresville, NC.  For the past three years, I have been providing training and coaching to several 
clergy and lay leaders in the areas of leadership development, process improvement, and building a 

team based culture that includes clearly defined mission, vision, strategy, and values.  This initiative has given me the 
opportunity to visit and conduct workshops in several United Methodist Churches of all sizes throughout the Western 
NC Conference.  I believe this has been something God has called me to do in order to help His church work together to 
support the mission of "Making Disciples for Jesus Christ." 

I have served as a delegate for the Western NC Conference for the past three years.  One of the agenda items that 
breaks my heart is when we vote to permanently close a church.  The question that always comes to mind is “What 
could have been done 5 to 10 years prior to try and keep this from happening?  Could resources from other United 
Methodist Churches come together in order to create a spark of new thinking, leadership, programming, etc. that might 
have attracted new visitors and eventually put these churches back on the road to fulfilling the mission?”  I think God 
would want us all to be working together to answer these questions. 

My hope would be that as a delegate to General Conference, I might be able to provide facilitation, a focus on process 
improvement and teamwork, and leadership in order to help everyone in attendance to stay focused on what is truly 
important… bringing people to Christ, growing spiritually, developing a sense of fellowship and community, and helping 
others in every way possible. 
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Proverbs 29:18 says “Where there is no vision, the people parish…”  I would like to see the people of the United 
Methodist Church come together and begin a journey of putting together an inspirational vision that will paint a picture 
of a positive future of hope, spiritual growth, worship, excitement, and fellowship that will bring us all closer to knowing 
and loving Jesus Christ. 

 
5014   Erwin, Zachary (Zach) 
Mt. Olivet UMC (Concord) | Metro District 

My name is Zachary Erwin and I am a 26-year old resident of Kannapolis, NC. I currently serve as 
a Youth Director and contemporary worship leader (as well as a member) at Mt. Olivet UMC in 
Concord, NC. I have served in those roles for the past five years. I became a Certified Candidate for 
Ministry in 2016 and have been renewed every year since. I am also a high school Social Studies 
teacher at A.L. Brown High School in Kannapolis, NC.  

My reasons for applying for nomination as a delegate to General Conference 2020 are based on 
what God has put on my heart to contribute to the future outlook of the United Methodist Church. My heart is heavy 
for the state of division that exists within our denomination. I have intentionally delayed my pursuance of seminary and 
ordained ministry because of the uncertainty surrounding the status of the UMC and potential fallout of the Special 
General Conference in 2019. My hope is to offer a voice for young Candidates who wholeheartedly seek for the UMC to 
remain united and to see the church make fruitful and lasting progress in areas of neighborhood outreach ministries 
and social justice.  

It is my passion to search for and implement new strategies that enhance the church’s connection to local 
communities and help solve real, deep-level issues that underprivileged and outcast families deal with on a daily basis. 
My experiences both as a church staff member and a high school teacher in a diverse, largely impoverished community 
have provided me with new perspectives and visions for how churches can play a vital role in serving God’s children in 
their respective surrounding areas. 

 
5015   FitzJefferies, Kathy 
St. Matthews UMC (Greensboro) | Northern Piedmont District 

I am a member of the St. Matthews UMC in the Northern Piedmont District District. I am the wife 
of a United Methodist Pastor, Donnell FitzJefferies, and the mother to 32-year-old son, Jake. I have 
worked for over thirty-eight years as a Clinical Addictions Social Worker.  Currently, I am employed 
by the Winston Salem/Forsyth County Schools as the Program Manager for Safe and Drug-Free 
Schools.   

I was a Lay Delegate to the 2008 and 2016 Jurisdictional Conferences. I served as a monitor to the 
2008 General Conference.  I have been a Member to our Annual Conference for the past 16 years.  I am currently a 
member of the United Methodist Women's National Racial Justice Charter Support Team.  I have served as the Co-Vice 
Coordinator of Social Justice with Western North Carolina Black Methodists for Church Renewal. Additionally, I have 
chaired both the Southeastern Jurisdiction and Western North Carolina Conference Commission on Religion and Race.  

I am a Certified Lay Servant. Over the years, I have taught various Sunday school classes for adults and teenagers, as 
well as, led Spiritual Formation Classes.  During worship I have share the children's message and served as the liturgist.   
I have also facilitated various spiritually-based workshops. I am member of United Methodist Women, Reconciling 
Ministries Network, and Black Methodist for Church Renewal.   

One scripture verse that guides my life: And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8).  Within my work in the church, and throughout my professional career, God 
has called me to serve as an advocate for those who may not have voice.  I believe we are all called to share in the 
building of God’s Kingdom.  

I believe the role of Lay Delegate is an immense responsibility.  I approach my position as a Lay Delegate with a 
prayerful heart and great humility.  I pray for God’s guidance for myself, and all of us, as we work to discern God’s will 
for our church. 

 
5016   Friend, Nancy 
Crossroads UMC | Metro District 

I am blessed to have been raised in a Christian home. Our family was very active at First UMC 
Salisbury. My father, Jim Summers, was the Lay Leader for many years, and I grew up coming to 
Annual Conference. After graduating from college with a degree as a Medical Assistant, I married 
Chip Friend. We have been married for 41 years. God blessed us with 2 children (Matthew and Leigh), 
their spouses (Sharon and Jason) and 3 grandchildren (Phebe, Kyleigh and Paxton). Chip and I were 
very involved at First Salisbury as youth leaders, Sunday school teachers, and served on the 

Administrative Council. In 1994, we attended the Walk to Emmaus. We dedicated our lives to serving God at whatever 
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He asked us to do. In 1995, God called us to go and help start a new church. After much prayer and discussion, we 
obediently left First UM Salisbury and joined the leadership team to start Crossroads UMC in Concord.  

In December 1995, I joined the Crossroads staff as Program Director. I later became the Executive Assistant to Senior 
Pastor Lowell McNaney, and have served as the Director of Missions and Outreach since 2011. I have devoted my life to 
following Christ and encouraging others to develop a close relationship with Him. I have led mission teams to Brazil, 
Venezuela, Mexico, Colombia, Nicaragua, Cuba, Kenya and Belgium, as well as teams in North Carolina to serve meals 
to the hungry, or do home repairs after a disaster. I believe in the power of prayer and faithfully serve on the Crossroads 
prayer team.  

I have served as an at-large delegate from the Metro District at Annual Conference for many years. I understand the 
importance of the decisions we make and have invested the time to read all of the materials and vote the way that God 
leads me to vote. God called me to nominate myself as a delegate to General Conference and the Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference. If elected, I will attend the meetings, study the information that is shared, attend both 
conferences and vote the way that God directs me to vote. 

 
5017   Frye, Kylee Rose 
Biltmore UMC (Asheville) | Blue Ridge District 

God calls me to be a connector. When I first vowed to serve as Christ’s representative in the 
world and to faithfully offer my prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness, I had no idea where 
my journey as a person called Methodist would lead. Confidence in my Methodist roots blossomed 
when I became a graduate (and later co-chair) of FlameBuilders, a global leadership and spiritual 
formation institute created in partnership with the WNCC, Boundless Impact, Bennett College, 
Greensboro College, and High Point University. Thank you to Biltmore UMC and to the WNCC for 

investing in me. As a young adult, I feel blessed to now serve the UMC across multiple settings.  I currently serve as 
Church Council Chair (2nd consecutive term) in my local church, where I am blessed to teach Sunday School, worship in 
the choir, and experience freedom and seek justice as an active member of United Methodist Women and Church 
Women United. At Biltmore UMC, I opened an inclusive preschool to serve the growing childcare the needs of our 
community. At WNC Annual Conference, I had the honor of representing the Conference Lay Servant Ministries Task 
Force as we reimagined ways for laity and clergy to serve side-by-side. I continue to serve on the Certified Lay Ministries 
Team of the Board of Laity. It is a gift to have the opportunity to connect with others. What a privilege to brainstorm for 
our community and beyond at Mission & Outreach meetings. What a sacred opportunity it is for me to pray weekly with 
our fellow siblings at Rock Hill Missionary Baptist Church, a historic black church in our Shiloh community. What a 
necessity it is to come together in small accountability groups, Emmaus Reunion groups, or one-on-one just to ask: How 
is it with your soul? Over the past few years, I have been asking this question not only of myself, my friends, my 
neighbors, and strangers, but of my Church. United Methodist Church: How is it with your soul? As delegate, it would 
be my passion to listen to the church as it answers this question and to contribute my experience in my context in a way 
that honors every setting, from the local church, to the WNCC, the southeastern jurisdiction, and the general church. 
Through God’s mercy and amazing grace, I pray we continue the task of loving God and all humanity. 
 

5018   Gilbert, Lynne 
West Market Street UMC (Greensboro) | Northern Piedmont District 

Introduction:   I am a life-long United Methodist, and West Market Street United Methodist 
Church has been my church home since I was an infant.  The United Methodist Church has nurtured 
my faith and my spiritual journey throughout my life, and continues to do so.  I have grown and 
experienced the love of Christ in countless ways, and it is difficult to imagine what my life journey 
might have been like apart from this incredible family of sisters and brothers in Christ.  

Local Church Involvement:  I am an active member at West Market Street, and have served on a 
variety of ministry teams, and in a variety of leadership roles.  Those roles have included serving as chairperson of the 
finance committee, vice-chairperson of the board of trustees, member of the staff parish relations committee, President 
of United Methodist Women, and member of the church council. I also serve as a member of the Chancel Choir. 

District & Conference Involvement:  I am currently serving as Treasurer of the Board of Pension & Health Benefits, 
having previously served as President (2012-2016), and member (2008-2012). Previous service also includes the 
Committee on Episcopacy (2012-2016), ten years on the Conference Council on Finance and Administration, member 
of the Bishop’s Quadrennial Budget Planning Task Force, and chairperson of the Stewardship of Managing Task Force.  I 
have been a delegate to Annual Conference for many years. I was elected and served as a delegate to the 2004, 2008, 
2012 and 2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conferences, and as a Western North Carolina delegate to the 2008, 2012, 
2016 and 2019 General Conferences. 

United Methodist Women:  I am an active member of United Methodist Women, and have served as a member of 
local, district, conference, and national United Methodist Women mission teams. I served as an elected member (2008-
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2016) of the national Board of Directors for United Methodist Women, where I was vice-chair of the finance committee, 
and a member of the Legacy/150th Anniversary team. I am currently serving as webmaster for our conference United 
Methodist Women, and as chair of our Legacy/150 Endowment Fund team. I have previously served as Business 
Manager for our School of Christian Mission, Business Manager and Assistant Dean of the South Atlantic Regional School 
of Christian Mission, Conference Treasurer, and Conference Vice President.  I have been a mission study leader in our 
conference, and a workshop leader at national leadership development events, and have visited local units & districts 
across our conference and beyond to speak, provide programs, and serve as a resource person.  During 2006, I served 
as Associate Treasurer in the national office for United Methodist Women. 

Other Information:  I have a deep love for The United Methodist Church, and for the mission and ministry that we 
share together.  We are called to be faithful disciples of Christ, to make disciples by sharing the love of Christ, and to be 
His hands and feet in our community, and in our world. I pray for a church that lives out that call by offering welcome, 
hospitality, nurture, and inclusion, sharing the love of Christ with all persons, because all are children of God made in 
the image of God, and of sacred worth.  If elected to serve, I pledge to give my time, my heart, and my prayerful and 
thoughtful attention to the work before us, and to be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit among us as we seek to 
live out the call and example of Christ in all that we do. 

 
5019   Graham, Patricia (Pati)  (Withdrawn) 
Bryson City UMC | Smoky Mountain District 

I Currently serve in some multifaceted roles at BCUMC: Acolyte, usher, greet, Lay reader, teacher, 
outreach, evangelism, curriculum writer, musician, certified lay servant, and, I am finishing my 
education to be a CLM for the Methodist Church. I work in a multi-cultural environment as an 
instructor at a local college and listen to the voices of all of God's children. I am an advocate for the 
Hispanic community in particular, but I also work with the Asian and Arabic communities in the 
surrounding counties. 

 
5020   Havelka, Havaleh 
Myers Park UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District 

I am a life-long United Methodist. I was baptized at Grace UMC in Coshocton, Ohio as an infant. I 
grew up in that church. You probably couldn’t find a child or teenager who was more active in the 
church than I. My weeks were full of Sunday school, choral groups, bell choirs, youth Disciple Bible 
Study, Chrysalis, small groups, sign language classes, VBS and UMYF, not to mention serving as a 
delegate to the East Ohio Youth Annual Conference and participating in mission trips every summer 
through middle and high school.  

I eventually left Ohio to attend UMC-related institutions for undergraduate and graduate degrees in Christian 
Education (West Virginia Wesleyan College and Pfeiffer University, respectively). I moved to Charlotte in 2001 and it 
quickly became home. As a member of Myers Park UMC for the past few years, I have written church-wide Bible studies, 
participated in Disciple Bible Study and volunteered with ministries such as Room in the Inn.  

Most of my professional career has been in the UMC. I have worked in the areas of children’s ministry, youth ministry 
and college ministry, serving in urban, suburban and rural settings. You might know me for my work at the Conference 
Center as the Training and Resource Specialist. In addition to coordinating youth ministry and Safe Sanctuaries 
initiatives, I manage the Resource Center (formerly known as the Fishin’ Hole). If you’ve called or emailed the conference 
over the last few years to check out books, DVDs, VBS kits, or Bible studies, you’ve talked with me.  

My United Methodist connections are both deep and wide. As I watched the live feed of the Special Session of 
General Conference 2019, I caught glimpses of friends and beloved colleagues from all across the U.S. serving as 
delegates, pages, and journalists. It broke my heart to watch the meeting unfold. To see some people cheering with 
jubilee right next to people sobbing with anguish was as devastating as it was baffling to me. Is this who we’ve become? 

I’m not arrogant enough to forecast what the future holds for the UMC, for this conference or for my church. What 
I do know, though, is that I long for us to be a community that cares deeply for one another. The damage of our divisions 
has already caused incredible harm. How will we heal these wounds? This has been the focus of my prayers. 

Because I’ve had the pleasure of connecting with so many local churches throughout our conference as I recommend 
resources for your ministries, I believe that I am well-poised to represent the WNCC. I know the diversity of our 
conference very well. I talk with you every day. It is my privilege to walk with you in ministry and it would be a privilege 
to represent you at General Conference. 
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5021   Hieronymus, Sandra  (Sandy) 
Myers Park UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District 

Sandy is a native of Kentucky and a life-long Methodist.  She attended Western Kentucky 
University in Bowling Green, KY.  She has been living in Mint Hill, outside Charlotte, for almost forty 
years.  Her husband, Gerry, retired early from IBM Corporation and then Central Piedmont 
Community College.  They were blessed with three sons.  The youngest and his wife are the parents 
of their two grandchildren. 

Sandy loves teaching.  For over twenty years, she was a pre-K teacher at Blair Road United 
Methodist Church Preschool.  She has taught all ages:  children in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School and preschool, 
youth in confirmation class and UMYF, and adults in Sunday School and Bible studies.  She has taught in the Metro 
District Lay Servant Ministry program and United Methodist Women's Mission u.  She believes the greatest gift we can 
give our children is to give them God. 

Sandy is a Lay Servant Minister within the UMC.  She has been trained as a Stephen Minister.  She was on Walk #16 
of the Central Carolinas Emmaus Community.  Sandy is a member of Myers Park UMC in the Metro District.  She has 
held various offices in the UMC and UMW on the local, district and conference levels.  Sandy served as a District Lay 
Leader and District UMW President.  On the conference level, she served as UMW Scholarship Chairperson, UMW Vice 
President, and UMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator, and eight years on the Board of Ordained Ministry.  For many years, 
she was on the Bethlehem Center Charlotte board. 

Sandy currently serves on the Metro District Committee of Ordained Ministry (dCOM).  She is a volunteer with 
Freedom School in an elementary school in south Charlotte.  She is president of Myers Park UMW, sings with the 
Women's Choir, and helps with special children's events.  Since 2004, Sandy has been a delegate to Jurisdictional 
Conference every four years.  In 2008, 2016, and the special 2019 session, she was a delegate to General Conference. 

Sandy believes serving in missions is loving your neighbor as yourself in a special way.  She has been to Haiti five 
times where she was blessed in teaching English and building relationships.  She corresponds through social media with 
several people in Bayonnais, Haiti.  God has touched her heart in helping in Haiti.  In her free time, she likes reading, 
arts and crafts, and being a "beach bum."  She benefits from both taking and leading small-group studies. 

Sandy believes in our church's strong Wesleyan heritage.  She is concerned with issues confronting our church 
especially since General Conference 2019.  This is a crucial time for our worldwide church.  Peace and unity are needed.  
God is calling all of us to bring people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  By joining together in ministry, we 
can reach out to others in our needful world making a difference for Christ. 

 
5022   Higgins, Michelle 
Centenary (Winston-Salem) | Yadkin Valley District 

My name is Michelle Higgins.  I grew up in Georgia and have lived in Vermont and Asheville, NC 
before moving to Kernersville, NC 29 years ago. Throughout the years, I have held some interesting 
jobs, such as a jewelry appraiser, a photography assistant, a secretary, a church cook and hostess, a 
caterer, a personal care provider to an elder family and now an assistant to an Elder Care attorney.  
I was raised in a small family made up of my mother, father, sister and myself.  We didn’t have any 
other family members who lived near us, no grandparents, no aunts or uncles or cousins.  It was just 

the 4 of us and because of that I have learned quickly to create a family of friends and that family has mostly been my 
church family.  I have been a Methodist for most of my life.  I became an active member of Main Street UMC, in 
Kernersville, NC in 1993, where I raised my daughter and met and married my husband.  While at Main Street UMC I 
was a facilitator for a Disciple class and created a ministry that feeds the local community a free meal on both 
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day as well as providing a free meal for the community in the form of a picnic in the 
park with entertainment and great fellowship.  God has been very good to me and has led me to some incredible people.  
I have been active with the NC Presbyterian Pilgrimage group and am now studying with the Neighborhood Seminary, 
lead by Elaine Heath.   

I would like to be selected as a lay delegate for the WNCC.  I have heard and felt the call of God to serve Him in 
different ways.  I recently transferred my membership to Centenary UMC in Winston-Salem, NC and was just told of this 
as a new way for me to give of my time and prayerfully serve my church and conference.  I have honestly been in awe 
of those selected attending conference and envious of the chance to hear all the information that is shared.   The reason 
I feel called to be a delegate is I listen to all sides or viewpoints of a topic.  I then prayerfully discern God’s calling for all 
His people when making a decision. I understand the importance of representing a large group of God’s people and 
being a part of the body.  We are all a part of the One Body and even if my part is to cast a vote or hear someone’s 
viewpoint then that is still being a part of the One Body of Christ and it would be an honor to serve Him in that way. 

Thank you taking the time to read this and I look forward to your decision.  May God bless you. 
Michelle Higgins 
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5023   Hindel, Carolyn 
Long's Chapel UMC (Lake Junaluska) | Smoky Mountain District 

I am a life-long Methodist/United Methodist and fully support and believe in the mission and 
work of the United Methodist Church.  I believe in unity in the church and being a true Disciple of 
Jesus Christ and strive to model my life after His teachings. My hope and dream for the world is for 
all people to know and love Christ, accept Him as their divine Savior, so that all may have the grace 
and eternal life they have truly inherited. 

I have served in Finance, Trustees, Stewardship, Evangelism, Outreach, Education, and Missions 
over the years.  I have been the Chairperson of some of the committees as well as general membership on the 
committees. I have served as the Treasurer, Business Administrator, Sunday School Superintendent, Youth Pastor, and 
Children's Church Coordinator in the past. I have participated in many Bible Studies, Sunday School classes, Children and 
Youth Ministry classes both as a teacher and a participant.  I am a dedicated member of the United Methodist Women. 
In the North Georgia Conference I served as a Safe Sanctuary Trainer as well as the Dean of the Youth Ministry Institute.  
I hold my certification in church business administration through The Church Network while attending classes at Emory 
University, and am also Certified in Church Business Administration in the United Methodist Church. 

Outside of church I have helped serve local charities such as The Open Door in Waynesville, NC, and was a Shelter 
Host at The Elizabeth Inn in Marietta, GA, a program run by MUST Ministries that help homeless women and men get 
back on their feet through training and with employment and places to live.  I am currently in the process of learning 
how to teach classes similar to The Elizabeth Inn program, in coordination with the Cooperative Christian Ministry in 
Cabarrus County and their "Getting Ahead" program. 

I believe that being a delegate would allow me to learn more about the United Methodist Church on a deeper level 
and that this in turn would allow me to communicate business items to the churches better on the local level.  I would 
be able to be a liaison for our local congregations, representing them on a larger scale at General Conference. It would 
be my hope that my participation would allow me to represent the beliefs and feelings of the people that I have come 
to serve, and to be their voice as the United Methodist Church. 

 
5024   Hooker, Coley 
St. Matthews UMC (Greensboro) | Northern Piedmont District 

African American Senior Male, US Citizen born in NC 
2019 Lay Delegate, Current duties in local church - Chair of Trustees, member of 2 choirs 

 
 
 
 

 
5025   Huffman, Gregory (Greg) 
Boone UMC | Appalachian District 

Having the honor of serving as the Chancellor of the Western North Carolina Conference since 
2015 has given me unique depth of insight into the local church, the Conference, the episcopacy and 
The Book of Discipline.   Being married to Rev. Lory Beth Huffman, I have served at her side for 21 
years, first at St. Luke’s UMC (Hickory), then First UMC Taylorsville, Sharon UMC (now SouthPark 
Church), Centenary UMC (Winston-Salem), and now Boone UMC, helping out with everything from 
altar guilds to Secretary of UMM, to putting on a dog suit for bible school (clergy spouses have all 

been there).  
By profession, I have been a lawyer for 23 years.  Currently, I serve as General Counsel for Moretz Marketing in 

Hickory and am Of Counsel with Milazzo Webb, a law firm in Charlotte.    
Prior to that, I was Vice President-Legal for Gildan Activewear, a public, international apparel company with 30,000 

employees worldwide and $2B in annual sales, managing the legal operations and intellectual property in the US, 
Europe, South America and Asia.  From 2011 to 2005, I served as Senior Vice President, Secretary, General Counsel for 
Gold Toe, an international fashion brand with operations in the US, Canada, Asia, and Mexico.  Earlier, I was General 
Counsel, Secretary for Moretz, a worldwide hosiery company, and served on the Board of Directors.    Prior to Moretz, I 
was in private practice representing companies, banks, school boards, and insurers in corporate and litigation matters 
in Catawba County and western North Carolina.   

I grew up a Lutheran in Hickory, graduated from North Carolina State University in 1993 and the Norman Adrian 
Wiggins School of Law at Campbell University in 1996.  My Lutheran days ended when I met my wife.   

The Conference Chancellor is one of a handful of elected annual conference offices set out in The Book of Discipline.  
The Chancellor is nominated for service by the Bishop and elected by the Annual Conference, and it is a deeply humbling 
honor to serve you in this capacity.   The Chancellor represents and advises the Bishop and Conference itself on a variety 
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of legal issues, both church and civil.   We deal with every aspect of the operations of local churches and annual 
conferences.  We are basically the lawyers for The United Methodist Church, and we are laity. 

At this point in the life of The United Methodist Church, I feel God’s call in the General and Jurisdictional Conferences 
for laity that have a deep knowledge of The Book of Discipline, the local church, the clergy, and the annual conference 
and the legalities and realities of the interplay between those.   

We need delegates that understand how bishops are elected, church real estate, the pension system for clergy, the 
apportionment system for conferences and churches, the ordination system, the disciplinary system for clergy, the trust 
clause, and the Constitution of The United Methodist Church.  And, we need delegates that understand how all of this 
intersects with our federal and state civil laws.   

As your Chancellor, it is that knowledge and experience that I have to offer in service of God and the denomination 
at a time when the denomination needs calm heads, deep and wide hearts, and workable solutions instead of 
polarization and hyperbole. 

I know our Conference, the church members, the clergy, and the leadership.  We are blessed to have a wonderful 
annual conference, and I hope to represent you at General Conference or Jurisdictional Conference in 2020. 

 
5026   Johnson, Amy 
Faith UMC (Rural Hall) | Yadkin Valley District 

A life-long United Methodist, Christian values and service were learned early in life from my 
parents and nurtured by my church family. I have served the local church in various capacities: 
Secretary of the Church Council, Trustee, Communications Chair, Finance Chair, PPRC Chair, Missions 
Chair, Pianist/Organist and Choir Director, Sunday School teacher, as well as various positions with 
the United Methodist Women.  I am presently serving as Financial Secretary, UMW President, and 
Music Director of Faith UMC in Rural Hall. 

Other service opportunities have included various positions within the former Winston-Salem District UMW.  I have 
served on the Committee on Nominations, Secretary, Membership Chair, Parliamentarian, and District President.  During 
my tenure as District President, I served on the District Program Ministries Council, Council on Laity, Committee on 
Nominations, and District Board of Missions and Church Extension. 

Positions served with the WNC Conference United Methodist Women include Spiritual Growth Coordinator, 
Committee on Nominations, Treasurer and Conference President.  The position of Conference President also placed me 
on several Conference committees, as well as the Board of Directors for Brooks Howell Home in Asheville, the Bethlehem 
Centers in both Charlotte and Winston-Salem, and trustees of Pfeiffer University.  I have also served on the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction UMW Leadership Team Nominating Committee and the WNCC Committee on Episcopacy.   

Work experience includes 26 years with Western Electric/AT&T as a secretary.  For the last 22 years, I have worked 
in the former Winston-Salem District Office as the Administrative Assistant, transitioning to Office Administrator in the 
Yadkin Valley District Office.  This experience has afforded me the opportunity to receive advanced certification status 
as a United Methodist Church secretary by GCFA. 

I have been married to Paul Johnson for 46 years.  We have one daughter, son-in-law, and two grandchildren. Both 
my husband and I have been actively involved in our community through service with the Old RIchmond Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

I have been elected and have served as a delegate to previous General and Southeastern Jurisdictional Conferences.  
I support the Book of Discipline and Social Principles of The United Methodist Church. Election as a delegate to General 
Conference and/or the Jurisdictional Conference is not a responsibility to be taken lightly.  I have always sought God's 
guidance in making decisions and would certainly cast my vote on the issues as directed by the Holy Spirit. 

 
5027   Jones, Megan 
Myers Park UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District 

Growing up in an American Baptist church following generations of church musicians, I couldn’t 
have imagined I would one day hope to be selected as delegate to the General Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. Of course God has always laughed at my plans and led me toward 
something better. In that spirit, I humbly request your consideration. In my 20s I visited a Methodist 
church in Virginia, was quickly introduced to the choir director, and found myself in the choir loft 
the following Sunday. Since moving to Charlotte in 2013 the church has been an ever bigger part of 

my life. 
I’ve worked for my local church since 2017 as Local Missions Coordinator, building relationships with community 

partners and challenging our congregation to bridge the gap between the way things are and the way God would have 
them be. I’ll carry the lessons I’ve learned from neighbors facing the threat of homelessness, struggling with addiction, 
or rebuilding their lives as refugees in a new home for my whole life. Beyond the duties of my job, I’ve also mentored 
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Duke Divinity School interns as they discern their calling into ordained ministry, and been humbled to serve as delegate 
to this Annual Conference each summer.   

One day I hope to be a mom, and I hope to be blessed to fulfill that call through the foster care system. My future 
kids may not look like me, may have had lives different than mine, and may not have been taught to know that God 
loves them. When I think of the United Methodist Church- one of “Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors”- I’ve 
always felt confident that whoever these children are, they will be welcomed and loved in my church family, which is as 
dear to me as any blood relative. I’m blessed to make music every Sunday with nearly 100 gifted musicians who have 
become extra brothers, sisters, moms, and dads. We range in age from teenagers into our 90s, of all backgrounds, sexual 
orientations, and political beliefs. This extended family has celebrated joys and grieved losses together, and always 
emerged from any hardship with stronger bonds than ever because no matter what, we lead with love. This is the dream 
I have for our United Methodist Church.  

As a singer, the Prayer of Saint Francis has always resonated with me: “Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is 
doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.” There is a 
special joy in being a conduit for music, written by a composer, shaped by a conductor, made up of a few or a hundred 
voices, of which mine is only one. One must lay aside ego but also fear, to be used as part of a greater purpose. If you 
entrust me with your vote, this is how I would see my role as delegate to the 2020 General Conference. God is writing 
a symphony. Let us rise above the notes and rhythms on the page, so the world can hear the music. 

 
5028   Jordan, George (Tom) 
Christ UMC (Greensboro) | Northern Piedmont District 

My wife Gloria and I have been members of Christ United Methodist Church in Greensboro for 
over 30 years. We are the proud parents of a son and daughter and have the joy of a grandson.  I am 
a sports enthusiast and follow college and professional teams.  I am a native of North Carolina and 
graduated from the University of South Carolina and received an MBA from Wake Forest University.  
My business career has been in management of various companies, both large and small.  I currently 
own a life and health insurance company in Greensboro.  I am an Army veteran and served in 

Vietnam. 
I have been fortunate to be involved in the Church through many different positions, both on the conference, district, 

and the local church level.  Currently, I serve on the Bishop’s Committee on Episcopacy as well as the Chairperson of 
your United Methodist Foundation of Western North Carolina.  In the Northern Piedmont District District, I am the 
Chairperson on the committee on Church Vitality.  I am the lay leader at Christ Church.  My civic activities center around 
being the treasurer of the Greensboro Sports Council and a board member of the Greensboro Sports Foundation.  

The decision to offer myself to be a delegate to the General Conference was made with deep reflection, prayer, and 
evaluation of the commitment required for this important position.  I have always liked Bible parables and one of my 
favorites come from John 10 in the parable of God as the good shepherd.  As you remember, we are reminded that we 
are the sheep in the fold; we are not the Shepherd.  The Shepherd knows all his sheep and they know him.  He cares for 
all the sheep in his flock.  I find this story gives me insight into my desire to be a delegate. I am a member of the flock, I 
have faith in the Shepherd to care for me and I want the best for our flock being led by the Shepherd. 

I believe that I have been very fortunate and blessed to have had so many life experiences, both through business 
activities and also by serving on many positions on committees in our Western North Carolina Conference.  We face 
many varied questions relative to the viability of the church for the future and it is important to have a discerning 
evaluation of all questions.  I believe that my experience in problem solving in business and the conference will be a 
tremendous benefit as we traverse the landscape of the future of the Methodist Church.  Experience and the ability to 
listen to all views and evaluate without preconceived judgements will be important for all the decisions we will make 
for our denomination.  I humbly submit myself for your evaluation as an applicant for the lay delegate to General 
Conference. 

 
5029   Kincaid, Timothy (Tim) 
Christ UMC (Hickory) | Catawba Valley District 

My name is Timothy “Tim” S. Kincaid.  I was born and reared in Catawba County, North Carolina.  
I attended the public schools in Catawba County and have always lived in Western North Carolina, 
except when in the Military, or in law school.  

In 1973 I attended the US Leadership Academy and Drill Sargent School to serve my country. In 
1979 I graduated from Law School and in 1986 I was appointed District Court Judge by the Hon. Gov. 
James Martin. I was elected for three consecutive terms as a District Court Judge, elected for two 

consecutive terms as a Superior Court Judge, and finally appointed as the Senior Resident Superior Court Judge by the 
Hon. Chief Justice Mark Martin in 2002.  
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I was raised and confirmed as a Missouri Synod Lutheran.  I served on the Board of Elders when I became of age. In 
1985, my family joined an Evangelical Lutheran Church of the old LCA in Hickory, NC.  My wife and I both served on the 
church council, and I served as president of the Church Council of the LCA which became the ELCA; and the issues that 
now face the UM church reared their heads, and the ELCA adopted practices which concerned us.  

In 2008, my wife and I decided that it was time for us to find another church home.  The first church we attended 
was Christ Methodist Church in Mountain View (Hickory, NC). We received radical hospitality and we were taught truth 
in scripture. We eventually joined and are committed to the mission of Christ UMC and the mission of the greater UMC 
“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World”.  My wife and I are now lay ministers at Christ 
UMC, and serve in various capacities of leadership.    

I am a conservative by choice and rearing. Further, I am a constitutional conservative; both religiously, spiritually, 
and politically.  I believe that marriage is between two consenting adults, male and female; because this is in keeping 
with John Wesley’s view of the primacy of Scripture.  Any organization, especially a church, must stand by its doctrine 
and beliefs for the sake of identity; otherwise, it’s just another club.  This means, to me, that the BIBLE and the Book of 
Discipline must be the primary and foundational doctrine, and obeyed by those who are in covenant of membership as 
laity and clergy.  

I believe the BIBLE is the inspired word of God, and in accordance with John Wesley in his sermon on The Means of 
Grace, I believe the Scripture contains Infallible Truth  

Therefore, I humbly ask that you prayerfully consider me to represent you at The General Conference in 2020.  With 
my experience as a long-time leader in local churches, an attorney, Superior Court Judge, and a Resident Superior Court 
Judge I would devote myself to understanding the multiple petitions and major decisions facing our beloved UMC at 
General Conference. The future of the United Methodist Church is at stake.  I join you in prayer in electing wise and 
faithful lay delegates.  

Your servant in Christ,   
Timothy (Tim) S. Kincaid 
 

5030   Lanier, Tonya 
St. Stephen UMC (Lexington) | Uwharrie District 

Tonya Lanier is a devoted member of St. Stephen United Methodist Church in Lexington where 
she serves as Church Council Chair, a member United Methodist Women, the Historical Committee 
and an alto voice in the choir.  The Western North Carolina Conference and districts have benefitted 
from her servant leadership as a dedicated member of the United Methodist Women; a Certified 
Lay Speaker; a member of the Uwharrie Grant and Resource Team; Delegate to the 2008, 2016 and 
2019 General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 

Because she is passionate about making a difference through her professional and volunteer services, Tonya is active 
in her local community.  She serves on numerous boards and commission such as:  Friends of the Library, Davidson 
County Genealogical Society, North Carolina Writers Network, Davidson County Family Services, a Davidson County 
Community College Trustee and a member of the Lexington City Council.  She released a local black history book, 
“African Americans of Davidson County,” a rich pictorial collection that takes readers on decades-long journey. 

Tonya, her husband, Robert, son, Tavon and granddaughter Harper, are happy to call Lexington, North Carolina 
home.  For the past 25 years, she has been employed as a Legal Assistant. 

Tonya feels fortunate to have been raised by strong black women.  Their strength taught her the importance of 
supporting others along the journey.  Due to this rootedness, she surrounds herself with engaging, inspiring, feisty 
females who are moving.  She believes whole-heartedly that “we are nothing without our tribe.”   

Tonya realizes that there are many challenges and obstacles ahead of us as a church body and as a denomination.  
But she believes that the church of God has an awesome call to inject truth, compassion and mercy into the bloodstream 
of our communities – and see the restoring power of Jesus at work.  Thru eyes of faith she can see the possibilities of 
what could happen through a loving, united, healthy and dynamic denomination. 

 
5031   Lawrence, Victoria (Vicki) 
First UMC (Franklin) | Smoky Mountain District 

Name:  Victoria (Vicki) Lawrence, Lay Assistant Pastor, First UMC Franklin, Franklin, NC.   
Certified Candidate on Deacon Track in Western North Carolina Conference UMC.   
I led in various roles in the North Carolina Conference:  Leader in Youth Ministries, Connect Team 

Chair, Worship Assistant, Mission Trip Chair, VBS Director, Children’s Ministry Chair, Education 
Coordinator, Trustee, Administrative Board Member, District Youth Coordinator, Heritage District, 
and Lay Delegate, NCCUMC Annual Conference. 

Calling/Hope to contribute:  Through prayer, conversations with trusted mentors, and a deep introspection on my 
personal qualifications, I have discerned that I should offer myself as a nominee.  I feel called to serve as a delegate 
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because I feel God has given me a voice and a unique view of our church. As a youth minister/children’s volunteer for 
the last 13 years, I have gained an understanding of both the church’s unique position to transform the world as well as 
many of the difficulties that face us as we look toward the future. I did not grow up a United Methodist, I chose it.  Once 
in the Methodist church, I quickly became immersed in it, volunteering through children’s ministry and other areas.  It 
was children’s ministry, Sunday school and the pastor's influence that led me to seek employment in the Methodist 
church. In my time in the NC Conference, I was involved in several ministries and participated in the conference through 
youth ministry.  This has allowed me to see the contrast of our church’s struggles and successes.  As I look to the future 
and to the students God has entrusted to me over the years, I cannot help but fight for the church and for the ministry 
that is yet to be done.  I am willing and ready to serve, and believe I am an ideal delegate. I have served for six years as 
an Annual Conference delegate and I'm very familiar with conference settings.  

I believe, there is no direction clearer in the Bible than to be love and light in this world. My vision for the future of 
the United Methodist Church is one where we can challenge ourselves to be more Christ-like through our love, 
acceptance and reconciliation. I dream that our church will exude the care for this world (including all its people, animals 
and resources) that is required to glorify the kingdom of heaven around us. I hope for a deeper passion for social justice 
and the direct message that Jesus loves each one of us and that our doors and arms will always be open and ready to 
receive our brothers and sisters. I hope that as one body, we will be able to put aside our political and theological 
differences and come together under the unity of love and light to be an effective and proactive church that serves 
those who think like us and as well as those who don't. I hope for a church that will be known not for whom they exclude, 
but rather for their overwhelming love and commitment to the ways that Jesus taught us to be like. 

 
5032   LeMaster-Smith, Jonathan 
Oak Hill UMC (Morganton) | Catawba Valley District 

Baptized as an infant at Pine Grove United Methodist Church in Shelby, I felt a call into ministry 
while serving as the church’s custodian in high school. Upon graduating high school, I received a 
John Wesley scholarship to attend Pfeiffer University, where I earned an undergraduate and 
graduate Degree in Christian Education. During my time at Pfeiffer he met his wife, Shannon who is 
now an ordained Deacon serving as Minister of Discipleship at First United Methodist Church, 
Newton. While serving in Thomasville as a lay person, I watched Thomasville Furniture slowly 

dismantle its plants and the pain in the faces of the members of my church and town. Through this, I felt the Spirit 
leading me to pursue higher education in rural faith formation, in order to study and develop ways to empower churches 
to imagine new futures in their communities. I earned my PhD in Christian Education from Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, a United Methodist Seminary in Evanston (Chicago), Illinois. My work focuses on rural ministry 
and Methodist studies, and my dissertation explores the church’s response loss of industry in the foothills of North 
Carolina.  

Presently, I serve as a lay staff person at Oak Hill United Methodist Church in Morganton as the Director of 
Connectional Ministries and teach United Methodist Studies online for Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary and 
Wesley Theological Seminary. I am also an affiliate faculty member at Sioux Falls. I am blessed to assist present and 
future ministers (clergy and lay) on their journeys. Along with my work at Oak Hill UMC and my graduate teaching, I also 
offer weekend retreats in United Methodist studies for lay and clergy in the Catawba Valley District, helping people 
explore the rich history, theology, and structure of the denomination. On the Annual Conference level, I serve on the 
Council on Camp and Retreat Ministries and the Organization and Rules Committee.  

I feel God’s call to serve as a lay delegate because of my commitment to the rural church, an often overlooked but 
historically powerful presence in Methodism. There is a growing need to resource rural churches with financial, spiritual, 
and missional tools to engage in ministry in their own unique settings. Moreover, my knowledge of the history, doctrine, 
and polity of our church allows for me to not only navigate the legislative significance of our decisions, but also allows 
me to help people understand what is happening in ways that help them feel included in the creation of new futures for 
our Methodist tradition. Finally, I plan to work for the empowerment of the laity across our denomination. I support 
legislation that creates opportunities for lay formation and leadership development, not just in our conference but 
across the connection. I see the Holy Spirit moving in our laity and want our church to create the space and resources 
for the laity claim their value in the work of the United Methodist Church. 
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5033   Leonard, Dianne 
Central UMC (Asheboro) | Uwharrie District 

I am honored to be asked to submit my name for consideration as a General Conference 
delegate.  I have a great love for UMC and am hopeful our best days are ahead as we focus on making 
disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.  As a member of Central United Methodist 
Church, Asheboro, NC, Uwharrie District, for 45 years, I have served as Sunday school teacher, leader 
of Bible study, co-coordinator for Lay Shepherding Ministries, coordinator of New Baby Ministry and 
coordinator of the church's endowed nursing scholarship program.  I currently serve as coordinator 

for Prayer Ministries and as a member of Finance Committee, Staff Parish Relations Committee and Church Council.  I 
have a heart for missions in and beyond the local church.  I serve as a Stephen Minister, Missions leadership and 
committee member, coordinator of food drive for local Christian United Outreach Center and delegate to Annual 
Conference.  I believe I have the perspective, spirit, experience and heart to help lead the UMC into a new, bright and 
fruitful future.  I am married to David and we have one daughter. 

 
5034   Ligon, Margie 
First UMC (Belmont) | Catawba Valley District 

It is with immense prayer and great humility I submit my nomination to be a Delegate for the 
2020 General Conference. I am Margie Ligon, an At-Large Delegate for the Catawba District and 
lifelong Methodist. When I was a volunteer I have served and Chaired many committees within the 
local church. I served as Lay Delegate to Annual Conference, Staff Parish, Finance, Missions, 
Administrative Council, Children’s and Youth Council, Family Life, Long Range Planning, Sunday 
School Teacher, Disciple Bible Study Leader, Youth Leader, Children’s and Youth Choir Leader. I have 

participated and/or led mission trips in five different states and Guatemala. 
Twenty two years ago I answered the call to teach the High School class and become a Youth Counselor for UMYF. 

Through this I discovered my true passion for ministry. In 2007, I accepted my first staff position as Director of Youth 
Discipleship at Assurance UMC under the leadership of Rev. Chris Westmoreland. As I served  I sensed the call to leave 
my profession of 22 years as a public school teacher to pursue full time youth ministry. I resigned from teaching the fall 
of 2012 and accepted a full time position as Director of Youth Ministries and Spiritual Gifts Development at Philadelphia 
UMC in SC. With that call, came the desire to better equip myself for ministry. In May of 2017, I graduated from Duke 
Divinity School with my Master’s in Christian Practice. At this time I was offered a position back in the Western NC 
conference which I had previously served for over 30 years. For the past 2 years I have been serving at First in Belmont 
as the Director of Youth Ministries and Young Adults, under the leadership of Rev. George Ragsdale. 

Since serving in full time ministry I have become more informed of the processes of the legislative procedures of the 
church. I love being a United Methodist and take pride in the work we have done in Missions, Social Justice, and 
Reconciliation. However, over this past year as I have attended information sessions and watched the General 
Conference special session, I felt sadness and pain as the world saw United Methodists at our worst. Instead of 
demonstrating a body working together for unity, I saw a denomination lacking in grace. Changes are needed in how we 
engage holy conferencing. Without change at all levels (Annual, Jurisdictional, and General) I do not see us being the 
faithful body God has called us to be. 

With over 22 years of experience in Young Adult ministry I have come to know and be engaged with many younger 
clergy and those considering or attending seminary. I have a good understanding of the cry of younger generations who 
feel like their voices are being unheard. I believe God is calling me to use my experience and wisdom to help pave a way 
for our young people to feel loved, empowered, desired and accepted by our church. I pray God would use me to be a 
voice and a bridge to restore faith in our denomination and the knowledge of God’s grace for all. 

 
5035   Lineberry, Jennifer Burton 
Pleasant Grove UMC (Thomasville) | Yadkin Valley District 

Four years ago, I was facing a difficult decision to lift my name up for election to this great honor 
of representing my Conference to General and Jurisidictional Conferences.  This year, it has only 
gotten more difficult given General Conference 2019 and all of the voices of outcry following.  
However, I must consider the foremost reason we do this… not just for the church we love but for 
the Savior that we love even more and all the people to which we want to become a witness.  
Through the United Methodist Church, we MUST still continue the work of Jesus in our community, 

together with and to all persons, providing a better future for our church and our world.  Therefore, because I do want 
to be a voice, to be part of the conversation, without any hidden agendas, I am asking for your confidence in me to once 
again serve as a delegate representing our conference. 

But who am I to lift my name?  First of all, I am a child of God and am thankful everyday for that!  I was raised in a 
Christian home, with our family attending church each week.  We were active in church,  and I saw the example of 
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Christian servanthood.  Finances were a strong part of that service, impacting my career path.  At my home church, I 
was very active – treasurer, worship and nurture committees, Chancel and handbell choir. I have now become a clergy 
spouse, aiding in the growth of the church and community where we serve.  Beyond that, I am employed as CEO of a 
P&C insurance company, after serving as your former Conference Treasurer and Benefits Officer for 5 yrs.  Prior, I was 
a partner in a CPA firm in the Piedmont Triad, employed there for 23 years.  I currently serve with the Audit Committee 
and the Board of Wespath (11 yrs), and served as SEJ Treasurer for 2 yrs.  Personally, I am that child of God who struggles 
everyday, but turns to my Lord and Savior in prayer for strength for these days, seeking His will in my life and the life of 
the church.  Having been raised in a Christian family, I strive to uphold those Christian values and beliefs in my daily 
walk.  (Honestly, some days I am more successful than others, but aren’t we all?) 

Everyday, I remain committed to our Conference and our church.  Everyday, I wake up and see the ways that I can 
serve my church (general and local), its members, and those we struggle to reach in our community.  Although many 
people see these two conferences each quadrennium as just another meeting and a whole lot of politics (which it is), I 
see it as a way to be involved, to be a voice in shaping the future of our church, trying to provide the perspective of laity 
of of our church who I represent.  I do not want to just sit back and say I didn’t try.  I thank you in advance for your 
confidence in me to represent you and thank you for your votes to be one of your delegates to General and Jurisidctional 
Conference in 2020. 

 
5036   Linfors, Linda 
St. Stephen UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District 

Born in the Florida Conference, I was proud that my parents were both Ministers of Music in the 
Methodist Church. Early on, I was in leadership in my youth group, choir and as a children’s Sunday 
School assistant.  I spent many years at Lake Juneluska in youth choirs with my mother on the music 
staff at choir camp.  Involvement in church has characterized my life.  During the past thirty years at 
St. Stephen UMC, I have been involved as a Sunday School teacher to both children and adults, Lay 
Minister, Lay Leader, Youth Counselor, New Member Committee Chair and am currently our Church 

Council Secretary. For a few years I was an advisor on the District Building Committee focused on access for people with 
disabilities.    

Married to George for forty-six years, we parented two sons and have a 20 month old grandson. (You won’t have to 
ask twice to see a picture!) Upon moving to Charlotte thirty years ago, I became a sign language Interpreter, an advocate 
for people with disabilities and finally was employed ten years by the State of North Carolina as the manager of a 
regional office within the NC Department of Health and Human Services.  I have now been retired for over five years 
and am busier than ever volunteering by helping individuals as a Medicare counselor, instructing seniors in balance 
classes for the Area Agency on Aging, and being president of my adult Sunday School class.   

I believe the church is called to be a witness of God’s love which is the only thing that will transform the world.  As 
such I have worked the last few years as an ally to the LGBTQ population through the Parent and Friends of Lesbian and 
Gays (P-FLAG) organization and the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN).  Currently, at my church, I lead a group 
focused on using graceful engagement with each other as members of the Body of Christ.  

I feel that by truly listening to each other’s stories we can powerfully enrich each other’s lives.  We can learn from 
each other as we practice graceful engagement with each other.  While not easy to listen to someone who differs from 
us, our open minds help to open our hearts. I hear God asking me to bring this perspective to our Conference delegation. 
I ask to serve as we listen to each other without prejudice and with love.  I believe that telling stories and really listening 
all our stories we can make disciples and transform the world.  

I hope to listen with my heart, share gracefully, discern with the mind of Christ while learning at General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences. I then hope to listen and share many life-changing gospel stories with the women and men 
of my church, my district and the Western North Carolina Conference. 

 
5037   Lingle, Andrea 
Central (Asheville) | Blue Ridge District 

My name is Andrea Lingle. I have been a United Methodist since 1983, and currently am a member 
of Central (Asheville) with my children and husband. As a member at CUMC, I am an adult and 
children's Sunday School teacher, I serve on the Children and Family committee, and serve as a 
member of a Youth Ministry In Training Innovation Lab team. I am also a board member for Asheville 
Wesley Foundation where I serve as the secretary. I also work for a para-church organization called 
the Missional Wisdom Foundation as an editor, writer, and lay theologian. 

I have written a book of lay-theology, Credulous, which was published last year. It describes life as a thinking United 
Methodist lay person. I have become increasingly convinced that it is the responsibility of the laity to, in cooperation 
with ordained clergy, guide and care for our United Methodist faith communities. To follow that calling, I would like to 
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be a lay-delegate. Just as past generations of laity have lovingly cared for the UMC, I feel that it now my duty to stand 
up in this role. 

As a lay delegate I will seek ways to empower the UMC to connect families with resources for children. I will also 
look for ways to encourage the UMC to become a voice of empowerment for marginalized families. Jesus said, “the 
Kingdom of God is made of such as these (children),” and I would like to help the UMC live toward bringing children and 
a child-like ethos to our local churches. 
 

5038   Locklear, Neffie (Connie) 
Triad Native American UMC (Greensboro) | Northern Piedmont District 

Connie Locklear is a member of Tuscarora /Lumbee nations. She retired from banking 
administration after thirty years of service, where she was a Senior Administrative Coordinator. A 
founding members of Triad Native American UMC where she served as Sunday School 
Superintendent, Lay Leader, president of UMW, Church secretary and director of the adult choir.  At 
the district level she has served as Secretary of Resources and MN&O for the Northern Piedmont 
District District United Methodist Women. She served as president of the Greensboro Unit of Church 

Women United for two years and secretary for four years.  Conference Level: Justice & Reconciliation Team, Dismantling 
Racism Taskforce, Conference Committee on Native American Ministries (CONAM) and treasurer of WNC Board of Laity. 
Jurisdictional Level: Director of Southeastern Jurisdictional Association of Native American Ministries (SEJANAM). She 
served on SEJ Committee on Coordination and Accountability for four years.  General Level: General Commission on 
Religion and Race (GCORR).   

In her spare time she enjoys visiting her children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, traveling, beading and reading.  
Connie loves to laugh and enjoys a good cup of coffee with friends.  Her favorite scripture verse is Isaiah 40:31 “But they 
that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” 

 
5039   Loftin, Wade 
Bethel UMC (Thomasville) | Yadkin Valley District 

My name is Wade D. Loftin (74) and I am seeking to be elected as a General Conference delegate. 
As a life long United Methodist, Christian values were taught early in life by my parents who was 
very activity in their local church. I have been a member of Bethel United Methodist Church from 
child hood and I have served the Local Church in various capacities. 

I have served as a Trustee, PPRC Chair, Choir Member, Sunday School Teacher, Worship Leader, 
Youth Counselor, United Methodist President, I am currently serving as the Finance Chair and the 

Chair of the Steward Ship Committee. My wife and I serve in a local soup kitchen once per quarter with other members 
of our church. 

I am Committed to the United Methodist Church and desire to serve the Church not only in a local capacity but 
beyond as well. I served for three years as chairperson for the WNCC Gathering of the Laity. I currently serve as the 
Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministers of the WNCC and I am a member of the Board of Laity for the WNCC. The 
past four years I have been a member of the Southeastern Jurisdictional Committee.  

I served as the District Lay Leader for the former Lexington District for six years and I am a certified Lay Speaker in 
the Yadkin Valley District. 

Other services opportunities have included working with the Thomasville High School Football program for over 40 
plus years as a volunteer. 

I retired in 2018 after 45 plus years with Acosta Sales and Marketing as a Senior Sales Manager. I serviced four years 
in the United States Air Force.  

I have been married to Patricia Hutchens Loftin for 53 years, we have one daughter and one granddaughter. 
I believe the role of a lay delegate is an immense responsibility and should be taken very serious. If I am elected as a 

lay delegate I would and will pray and seek God's guidance with all decisions related to the United Methodist Church. I 
belief that all decisions at General Conference should be based on Godly principles and the Word of God. My position 
on major issues will be based on My understanding of the Holy Scriptures and The Book of Discipline if elected to General 
Conference. 
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5040   Longstreth, Mary 
Central UMC (Asheville) | Blue Ridge District 

The idea of applying for General /Jurisdictional Conference delegate election was long ago 
rejected. Then it recently struck again at a very inconvenient time.  Life experiences have taught 
me to pay discerning attention when the inner (holy) spirit delivers thought repetition.  It’s a 
mystery, challenge, and usually an adventure.  I resisted the persistent nudge.  Three-times a 
General Conference visitor, I have learned about the responsibilities and demanding task of the 
delegates.  I’d thought only to "observe" the 2020 General Conference.  

I questioned the spirit’s nudging: “Why me? Why now?”  Perhaps my history in local to Annual Conference leadership 
roles across multiple conferences, states, and international contacts, provides my “big picture” perspective for 
reasoning amid diverse conversations.  If elected, as an open LGBTQ+ person, I could represent this community’s gifts 
and graces so needed but rarely acknowledged or openly valued across our church.  Perhaps as a Deaconess/ Home 
Missioner Order member (Board of Global Ministries lay missionary), I can enrich the WNCC delegation diversity.  Would 
my Social Work and conflict transformation professional service in this era of societal and institutional church chaos 
assist for uniting Methodists to transform the world for Christ?  Or, perhaps, the nudging is a “God-thing” simply asking 
for reply: Here am I.  

Having mid-western roots, I relocated after combined studies in seminary and social work. That dual education 
applied well in UM community centers, HIV/AIDS medical and social service agencies, ecumenical activities, and 
organizing congregation ministry for persons being released from prisons for community reintegration.  My current 
service is focused through local congregation activities to nurture radical hospitality, social justice and peace, and 
nurturing reconciling inclusion for all in the United Methodist Church and larger community.    

I’ve a casual common lifestyle rich in blessings. Foremost are those with my spouse (35 years).  She and I have a 
shared faith, mission, service-oriented community life, openness to the growing-edge challenges we encounter, and a 
positive hope-filled outlook.  Our feline “kid,” supportive friends and family, travel explorations (motorcycling included), 
plus creativity in yard care, photography art/crafts, and hospitality activities support personal good health.  Permanently 
settled among the WNC mountains, our ordinary life is abundant in adventures with God and confidence in God’s 
unending grace and love. 

 
5041   Lyles, Dana 
St. Matthews (Greensboro) | Northern Piedmont District 

Dr. Dana Lyles is a cradle United Methodist. Her father, Rev. Glenn Lyles, was an ordained Elder 
in the WNCC from 1972 until his retirement in 2000.  Dana earned her bachelor’s degree in Economics 
from North Carolina A&T State University. She also holds a master’s degree in Business Education 
from North Carolina A&T, a master’s degree in School Administration from Gardner-Webb University, 
and a PhD in Leadership Studies from North Carolina A&T.  

Dana currently serves as the Director of the US Regional Office on Multicultural Ministries at the 
General Board of Global Ministries in Atlanta, GA.  In her role, Dana works directly with US annual conferences to 
connect and collaborate with Global Ministries and other agencies for mission programs related to multicultural 
ministries.  

Prior to joining Global Ministries, Dana served as a teacher and assistant principal in the Guilford County Schools 
school district.    

Dana has been in service to the United Methodist church since her teenage years. Dana served on the Conference 
Council on Youth Ministries (CCYM) from 1999-2000. In college, Dana served on the board of the North Carolina A&T 
Wesley Foundation. In 2014, Dana participated in the inaugural FlameBuilders cohort, a young adult leadership 
development program in the WNCC. In 2015, Dana served as co-chair for Class 2 of the FlameBuilders program. Dana 
also served on the InnovateUMC team in the Northern Piedmont District District. During her tenure on the InnovateUMC 
team, Dana served as an adviser in a merger of a historically African-American congregation and a predominately-white 
congregation in the Northern Piedmont District District. She also served on the visioning team for a new church plant in 
the Northern Piedmont District District.  In 2016, Dana was elected to represent the Southeastern Jurisdiction on the 
Connectional Table, and she served until her appointment to Global Ministries in August 2018. While serving on the 
Connectional Table, Dana served as the convener of the Agency Evaluation group. The Agency Evaluation group was 
tasked in facilitating the evaluations of all UMC general agencies for the Connectional Table. In her role, Dana worked 
extensively with all general agency general secretaries and bishops serving as agency presidents.  Under her leadership, 
general agencies began identifying and prioritizing agency work under the Four Areas of Focus.  Dana also served on the 
Western North Carolina Connectional Table as a member at large from 2016 until August, 2018. Prior to her departure, 
Dana was working with conference ministry areas to highlight their ministry work within the annual conference.  



2019 Laity Session: Delegate Elections Booklet  Page 21 of 32  

God is calling Dana to serve as a lay delegate for the WNCC because of her multiple experiences of working from the 
local church level to the general church level.  Through her experiences, Dana has extensive knowledge of the United 
Methodist Church and its programming, which are key in making decisions of the future of the UMC. 

 
5042   Mailman, Dustin 
Appalachian Wesley Foundation | Appalachian District 

When I was 16 years old the greatest sense of community, and connection with God that I had 
ever experienced to that point was through the closing campfire at Camp Tekoa. Through this 
understanding of God's love and grace, I moved to Boone, North Carolina to pursue a degree in 
Religious Studies at Appalachian State University. The United Methodist Church's that invested in 
my growth and development as a young person who was called to ministry (Appalachian Wesley 
Foundation, Boone United Methodist, Camp Tekoa, Haywood Street Congregation, and King Street 

Church) showed me that I belong, that I am called to vocational ministry, and that the Kingdom of God is among us. In 
Boone I was given the opportunity to serve as a servant ministry leader at the Appalachian Wesley Foundation, a youth 
leader at Boone United Methodist Church, and a ministry intern for King Street Church. Each of these roles formed me, 
while giving me the opportunity to both lead and be lead by the Holy Spirit. I feel that God is calling me to be a delegate 
for the Western North Carolina Conference because I believe in the work of the Spirit that has so deeply formed me and 
those whom are affected by the life of the church. My contribution will effect the impact of the local church, Western 
North Carolina Conference, the southeastern jurisdiction, and the general church by further providing the opportunity 
for the message of Jesus Christ to be heard and experienced by those who are most often left out and misunderstood. 
The United Methodist Church has been a space of spiritual, communal, and personal development and solitude for me, 
and in being a delegate I believe that I am embodied the prevenient grace that God has so freely given us by being 
actively engaged in the body of the wider United Methodist Church. My experience as a delegate for annual conference 
in 2017 and 2018 were both enlightening, and empowering, and to have the opportunity to be a delegate for the 
upcoming conferences of the United Methodist Church would be the upmost honor and privilege. 

 
5043   McRell, Kelly 
Matthews UMC | Metro District 

My name is Kelly McRell and I am from Charlotte, NC. I am currently serving as the Connect, 
Family and Outreach Minister at First UMC and have been a part of the Methodist Church for 14 
years, a member since 2012. I was active in the youth group at Matthews UMC, a leader in the Wesley 
Foundation at Appalachian State, and also worked as an Interim Youth Associate at Matthews UMC. 
I am, in December, finishing up my Masters of Practical Theology at Pfeiffer University and am a 
candidate for ordination in the Order of the Deacon of the United Methodist Church.  

I am a Methodist, I didn’t always know it, especially since I grew up in the Catholic Church, but from the moment I 
attended an event at Matthews UMC, my heart, very much like John Wesley’s, was warmed. That first interaction, 
alongside other youth from the church, was as a counselor for the Rainbow Express camp. The weeklong program for 
children with special needs and children with typical development was filled with joy, faith and belonging, and was like 
nothing I had ever experienced before. As Theologian Henri Nouwen says, “the best of community does give one a deep 
sense of belonging and well-being; and in that sense community takes away loneliness.” I found a place of belonging 
among those who are often told they do not belong and ever since then, my life has centered on creating safe space for 
people of all abilities and backgrounds to feel safe, honored and light in the presence of the Lord. After my experience 
with Rainbow Express, I continued to enter into space and presence with individuals on the periphery of society and it 
is there that I have come to know Jesus in a tangible and a heart opening kind of way. Those relationships have called 
me to a place of awareness and congruency, to not only speak of my faith but to live it boldly and fearlessly; they have 
invited me to hold a mirror to self and others and to be courageous in facing the truth of myself and society; they have 
shown me the depths of grace and the weight of forgiveness as I continue to learn and often misstep in being a radical 
disciple of Christ. I have a passion for looking at the intersections of justice and seeing it through the eyes of the word 
made flesh.  

My hope for being a delegate at General Conference is to be true to my word and my values, I can be vocal about 
what I disagree with or hope to see but a change of outcome won’t ever come unless my time, talents and treasures are 
invested in those hopes. As an artist and a Jane of all Trades, I would also like to provide a creative lens to the decisions 
being voted on and implemented at GC. As someone who works with the children and youth of the church, I want to be 
a model of what it looks like to use your voice to be a champion for love and justice. Finally, as someone who admires 
the doctrine of the United Methodist Church, my hope is to be faithful to the denomination within which I have found 
my home and laid my roots. 
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5044   Melton, Kathryn 
Myers Park UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District 

I am 34 years old and have lived in North Carolina for the last 8 years. I am a life long United 
Methodist and my family has been dedicated to the Methodist church for generations. My Great-
greatgrandfather was a Methodist circuit rider here in western North Carolina at the beginning of 
the 1900s. My parents were both Christian Education students at Pfieffer University and have been 
serving as clergy in the United Methodist Church for 35 years. I served as a youth and young adult 
annual conference delegate in North Georgia throughout high school and college. This is my fourth 

year as a delegate in the WNCC. At my own church, I am a member of the Local Outreach Committee and the Mission 
Governance Committee. I have been a choir member and currently serve as a youth mentor. I have recently joined the 
WNCC Innovation Task Force and am thrilled to continue to bring the WNCC forward. 

 I love the United Methodist Church and believe God is calling me to serve our conference. I can contribute to this 
delegation as someone who has significant knowledge of the UMC and wants to continue the Church’s mission to spread 
the love of God. I was born into the United Methodist Church, but I have stayed because I believe in the Wesleyan 
tradition and want to continue this Church as a unified body. Over my lifetime, I have had the privilege of seeing “Open 
hearts. Open minds. Open doors.” in action. There are no qualifiers in that statement. No “unless” or “except”. My hope 
for our Church moving forward is that we truly embody that. Every person is a child of God and deserves a place within 
the UMC without having to forsake who they are. I am hopeful that we can continue to be a place for everyone to 
experience the love of Christ. 

 
5045   Mochrie, Andrew 
Central (Asheville) | Blue Ridge District 

My name is Andrew Mochrie. I am a 30 year old husband to Elisabeth and dad to Iris and two 
dogs (Ginger and Olive). I grew up in Middle Georgia and have gratefully made my way to Western 
North Carolina even though I did have to go through Tennessee and Texas first. I’m an avid 
outdoorsman and music lover with a hint of theology nerd on the side.  

I’ve been a United Methodist (former Catholic) for 15 years and 10 of those have been spent in 
youth ministry. I’ve served the UMC all over the country in my work with teenagers and continue to 

do now in Asheville. I have a M.A. in Youth Ministry from Memphis Theological Seminary through the Center for Youth 
Ministry Training. In those local communities I’ve sought to be involved in everything from youth sports all the way to 
local school district boards dealing with youth in need.  

I feel God calling me to serve as a lay delegate to the WNCC because of the great work that God has done and 
continues to do in my life through the UMC. I seek to serve because it is time for me to give back. I seek to serve because 
I want to represent the voice of the younger ones I serve on a denominational level and help build the church of the 
future with their voices and my generation’s voices always and ever in the back of my mind. I believe it important to 
laugh and smile through any process and commit to make that a reality. Finally I seek to serve because I seek to make 
change in our church that will allow us to better be in ministry with our communities.  

As a lay delegate I can contribute a solid understanding of Wesleyan theology, the passion to see the UMC become 
a more just denomination, and the humility to listen to others and work as a team. I hope my impact makes the church 
and it’s ministries more accessible to those in my context and in the broader world. My hope is that I can serve as an 
example to those in my generation and the ones below me and inspire them to take ownership of our church and 
denomination and work for the change and future they and we want to see.  

The final thing is that no matter what I do commit to work for the betterment of our denomination, especially its 
reach to youth and those on the margins. Also I don't have a favorite color, so be kind. Much grace, love, hope, peace, 
and joy! 
 

5046   Moore, Callie 
First UMC (Hayesville) | Smoky Mountain District 

I am 46 years old and a lifelong United Methodist. Although originally from middle Tennessee, 
my father is a retired UM minister and my family has a home at Lake Junaluska. I went to Western 
Carolina University for a degree in Environmental Health and I have lived in North Carolina now for 
20 years. By the time you read this, my husband, Philip and I will be married for 13 years. I am the 
executive director of a nonprofit organization called the Hiwassee River Watershed Coalition. You 
can learn more about me and my work at https://hrwc.net. 

Over the past 12 years, I’ve served in almost every leadership capacity in my local church, first as Lay Leader, then as 
Vice-Chair and Chair of the Administrative Council. I also served for 8 years as a District Delegate to Annual Conference; 
now I am my church’s delegate. I currently serve as my UMW Circle President and Unit Treasurer. Additionally, I serve 
on the WCU Wesley Foundation board of directors and Hinton Rural Life Center’s Council for Collaborative Impact. 
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I feel God calling me to serve as a lay delegate primarily in response to my heartbreak and concern over the decisions 
that were made at the special-called 2019 GC. One summer a friend from WCU and I were working at Lake Junaluska, a 
place that is special to me as a “constant” in my life. This friend was also raised in the UM church and even though her 
father wasn’t a minister, they were there every time the doors were open. She was raised by loving parents and 
participated in all of the same church opportunities that I did. That summer, she explained to me that she is attracted 
to women, not men. She wasn’t a rebel; there was no trouble at home. She wasn’t an activist with a position to take. 
She was a student at Western, participating in the UM campus ministry and working in the Lambuth dining room after 
being a UM since infancy, just like me. Today, she is in a loving, monogamous marriage, just like me, but instead of being 
married to a man, she is married to a woman. I believe that they should be welcome in the UM church. To get married, 
to raise children (if that’s their desire) and to lead in any way God calls them to lead, just like me. If you are concerned 
about the 5 passages of scripture relating to homosexuality, please read Rev. Adam Hamilton’s Feb 22 blog post at 
www.adamhamilton.com. I realize that there will be other business before the conferences, and with the help of the 
Holy Spirit and my experience, I feel I am up to the task. 

I hope to contribute two things as a lay delegate. One is my experience with leadership and governance over many 
years with the details of the UMC for decision-making on all business before the conferences. The second is a big picture 
perspective on Jesus’ ministry and calling on our lives. It wasn’t a charge to go out and find a certain type of person to 
lead; rather it was charge to connect all people with Him and to help them use their spiritual gifts/abilities to further 
the kingdom on Earth. 

 
5047   Nix, Drew 
Maple Springs UMC | Yadkin Valley District 

My name is Drew Nix and I am a rising 2nd year MDiv student at Candler School of Theology. I am 
a Certified Candidate out of the Yadkin Valley District. I am originally from Birmingham, AL but 
received my call to ministry during my time at Wake Forest University. I graduated from WFU in May 
2018 with a Bachelor’s in Religious Studies. I fell in love with North Carolina and our conference during 
my college years and have every intention of returning here to pursue ordination as an Elder.  

During my time at WFU, I became a member at Maple Springs UMC where I volunteered with the 
youth, food pantry, and other seasonal ministries. The pastors at MSUMC mentored me, giving me opportunities to 
participate in and lead Sunday worship. I also served as Summer Intern and Interim Youth Pastor. 

This past summer I worked under Rev. Dr. Kip Laxson at Asbury UMC in Birmingham. Now in Atlanta, I work as a 
Youth Intern at Oak Grove UMC and volunteer tutoring refugee children in Clarkston. 

  I feel called to serve as a lay delegate because of my experience attending the 2019 Special Session of General 
Conference with twenty-five Candler peers. As a young person who deeply loves the UMC, I want to have a seat at the 
table and be a part of the unfolding of God’s plan for our church. With complete transparency, I feel called to work 
towards creating an inclusive church for all, so that together—traditionalist, progressive, centrist, or wherever on the 
spectrum you are—we as Christians can come together to serve in all the unique missional contexts across the globe. 
As a Candler student, I have the distinct privilege of worshipping, studying, and doing God’s work alongside many 
LGBTQ+ siblings in Christ. Having witnessed their fruit, God’s call on their lives has become so evident.  

While GC itself did not represent the church at its best, I found the legislative process and the political nature to be 
thrilling. The highlight of GC was working with three other Candler first years and a handful of other young adults to 
create and coordinate the Young Adult’s Statement, which, in less than twelve hours, received over 15,000 signatures 
in support of the One Church Plan. I feel God calling me to serve as a delegate to honor and represent those 15,000 
voices. As we noted in the statement, we are not of one mind on any issues that will present themselves, but we are 
committed to meaningful dialogue and innovations that will help the church become more dynamic and effective into 
the future. 

  As a lay delegate, I hope to bring humility, a future elder’s perspective, sincere dialogue, and an open heart to God’s 
spirit. Because of God’s calling on my life, I am committed to making the UMC the best it can be for God. I am running 
because I love God and our church—it nurtured me, taught me about God, and has been a home for me. 

  Thank you so much for your consideration. May God bless our work together and may we be ever attentive to the 
movements of the Holy Spirit. 
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5048   Palmer, Dorian 
Glen Alpine UMC | Catawba Valley District 

I serve currently as the Chair-Elect of Big Brothers Big Sisters of WNC. I have served as a certified 
lay servant of the UMC since 2012. I have been a delegate to WNCCUMC Annual Conference since 
2014. I feel God is calling me to serve in this role because I bring a different perspective, I relate to 
the youth of the conference and greater Church but acknowledge the history we all have. I love God 
and believe in the UMC heritage and faith. I believe God has placed me in this place to serve and 
love. 

 
 
5049   Pearson, Polly 
First UMC (Newton) | Catawba Valley District 

I am retired after advocating and helping those who are the least of these for forty years in the 
field of social work. I continue to serve through the church and in the community. As a member of 
First Newton, I am co-chair of the Hospitality Team, a member of the Church Council, and lay 
delegate to Annual Conference. My service with the church included the United Methodist Women 
at the following levels: local (president and vice-president); district (sub-district Social Action chair 
and Spiritual Growth chair); conference (Social Action chair and Membership chair); and 

jurisdictional (Conference representative to Mission U). On the district level I served as district Lay Speaker and Leader 
for Catawba County and chairperson for the district Mission Society. At the conference level I served as vice-chair of 
Church and Society and was elected as an alternate delegate for General Conference 1996 and delegate for Jurisdictional 
Conference 1996. I am currently serving as convener of the WNCC Commission on the Status and Role of Women 
(COSROW) and a member of the WNCC Justice and Reconciliation Team.  

My community service includes: the city of Newton Festival and Events committee; the city of Newton Unity Event; 
the city of Newton Human Relations Council; Catawba County Domestic Violence Council (chairperson); Eastern 
Catawba County EtriCM (Board of Directors); SIPE's Orchard (Board of Directors); Newton-Conover School Board; and 
Catawba County representative for special needs children. I am a recipient of the President’s Volunteer Service Award 
and the Order of the Long Leaf Pine Award (the highest award for state service granted by the Office of the Governor). 

Through my professional work and years of work in the church and community I feel prepared to answer God’s call 
to service which I name my Christian journey. As my Christian duty and responsibility, I feel led to use my God-given 
knowledge, experiences, gifts, and graces, especially during this special time within the life of the United Methodist 
Church. I hope to contribute my many years of experience joyfully and faithfully serving God and others and practicing 
how to listen and to hear what is not spoken. God allows me to see His love in all people, regardless of their 
circumstances or situations. I believe that people are people, no matter the level or capacity within the church they may 
serve. I hope and pray that the impact I currently make will become greater because I will have moved from the 
conference and jurisdictional levels and expanded my service to embrace and touch what we call the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
 

5050   Reeder, Steven (Steve) 
Centenary (Winston-Salem) | Yadkin Valley District 

I have been a member of my local church for over 30 years.  During that time I have served as 
chair of Church Council, as Lay Leader, and as a member of the Finance Committee, SPRC and Board 
of Trustees.  In addition, I have assisted in worship leadership as a member of our choir and a 
scripture reader.  I also serve on the Board of Arbor Acres United Methodist Retirement Community.  
I have previously served on our county Mental Health Association board.  My wife and I have two 
children in college. 

As a life-long Methodist, I have a deep appreciation for the way the Wesley’s understood our role as disciples of 
Christ and how we are to share Christ’s love with the world.  The many needs in the world are addressed through 
intentional outreach.  In an increasingly secular world, the ability to grow the church is critical.  Making decisions that 
position the church to reach those who have left or who have never been a part of the church is the most important 
issue facing our denomination.  Refocusing our efforts on making disciples for the transformation of the world must be 
our goal in 2020 and beyond. 

I want to be a part of those decisions as we meet next year.  While the local church is always where personal ministry 
occurs, the structure and positions of the denomination can have a significant impact on our ability to welcome people 
into the community of faith.  As the church gathers, I hope to meet people from across our connection who are 
committed to making decisions led by the Holy Spirit that keeps us relevant and able to impact people in a positive way 
by sharing the gospel and providing hospitality.  We have an opportunity right now to win the hearts and minds of 
millennials and those in Generation Z, but only if the church lives out its mission and call to be Christ’s body. 
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While I have attended many meetings of the Annual Conference, I have never attended General Conference.  I feel 
a real sense of urgency and a call on my heart to serve the church in this way at this time.  Both lay and clergy friends 
have encouraged me to listen to God’s call and I am committed to serving my church if selected by my fellow lay 
members of Annual Conference. 
 

5051   Rhodes, Michael (Mike) 
Myers Memorial UMC (Gastonia) | Catawba Valley District 

I was born in Gastonia, NC and raised at Loray Baptist Church. I graduated from Hunter Huss High 
in 1980, and then Greensboro College in 1984.  There I met my wife of 33 years, Jennifer. She, now 
retired, was a Special Ed. teacher for Gaston County Schools for 33 years.  Her father was a Methodist 
minister in the NC Conference.  So, before I married this Methodist preacher’s daughter in 1986, we 
began attending Myers Memorial UMC in 1985 and it has been our home ever since. It’s hard to 
measure the impact on my own faith of this move from my original home church to my current home 

in the United Methodist Church. I don’t think God worries too much about denominations. And I still love my time at 
Loray Baptist and the people there, but in Myers Memorial and the UM church I have found growth, challenges, blessings 
and the open doors of God’s love to the world. 

  My first career was in retail advertising, working for Matthews Belk in Gastonia for 8 years, then at Hamrick’s in 
Gaffney, SC for 14 years.  At age 45, I began my second career in the field of industrial chemical sales for Milanco, Inc. 
in Gastonia. I have now worked there over 12 years. Our son Thomas teaches and coaches at Ashbrook High School in 
Gastonia, and daughter Emily is a doctor of physical therapy at Baptist Hospital in Winston Salem. 

  At Myers Memorial, my involvement includes chancel choir, youth counselor (15+ years), mentor for 9 confirmands 
over 9 years in Confirmation process, United Methodist Men (past president for 2 years), adult and college Sunday 
School teacher, Staff Parish Committee (past chair), Church Council (current chair), Outreach Committee (past chair), 
Lay Delegate to AC, and for several years I have helped lead our Mission Possible local mission outreach team. This is a 
group that does building and repair work for those in need in our community.  Among other types of work, we have 
completed about 10 wheel chair ramps since 2017.  I have also served on the Greensboro College Alumni Board, and on 
the Board of Directors for the non-profit Gaston Dance Theatre. 

  I have always found that in serving I gain much more than I give. I think serving at General Conference at this time 
is vital work for the future of the Methodist Church. I want to serve because of the example of those who have gone 
before me in their dedication and service to our Conference, including Harry Mims, Max Erwin and Jim Windham. My 
son Thomas and his wife just had their first child, our first grandson, Michael. I’m answering the call to serve because I 
want Myers Memorial to be the same secure place for Michael’s faith to flourish, and the faith of all future young people, 
just as it was for our children. I’m answering the call to serve the church beyond local boundaries because I want the 
United Methodist Church to thrive and be the same home to all who are seeking to find and share God’s love that it has 
been for me. 

 
5052   Ryde, Helen 
Haywood Street Congregation (Asheville) | Blue Ridge District 

I was born and grew up in England and moved to the USA in 1998. I became a Christian in 1984 
through a combination of three ways in which God began speaking to me - a Billy Graham rally, a 
Luis Palau rally and the book The Cross and the Switchblade by David Wilkerson. These three 
experiences combined to introduce me to a new way of being in relationship with Jesus than I had 
learned in the Church of England (Anglican church) that I grew up in. I spent the next 13-14 years 
mostly in non-denominational, evangelical, charismatic churches in England, involved in many types 

of mission and outreach work. Throughout that time I came to realize that I was gay and felt that God was not pleased 
with that. I spent a lot of time in prayer and counseling and therapy trying to "pray away the gay." I truly did everything 
I felt God was calling me to do to stop being gay. But nothing changed. Finally I decided to stop trying to change, and 
considered the possibility that maybe God was not asking me to change who I was. It was soon after that I moved to the 
USA and soon met my partner of now 19 years Kate, who I like to call Mrs Lovely, because she is! In 2004 we moved to 
Provincetown, MA and after being away from church for several years I began to feel a strong need to reconnect with 
my faith. It was in Provincetown that I joined the United Methodist Church. Provincetown UMC was a gift to me as it 
was among those faithful folks that I finally learned to reconcile my faith and my sexuality. In 2011 I felt God speaking 
to me again, that I might be able to use my experience of being able to reconcile my faith and my sexuality to help others 
too. In 2012 I started working for Reconciling Ministries Network and I am now the Southeastern Jurisdiction Organizer. 
In 2016 I was consecrated into the Order of Deaconess and Home Missioner at General Conference, a lay order of United 
Methodists committed to a lifetime of work for Love, Justice and Service. I am appointed by Bishop Leeland to serve in 
my role at Reconciling Ministries Network as a Home Missioner.  
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Kate and I live in Weaverville, NC, with our little pup Bella. I am a member at Haywood Street Congregation and I 
also attend Sunday School and my UMW Circle at Weaverville UMC. I continue to hold out hope that The UMC can find 
a way out of our current dilemma and hold together a big tent church, where all are welcomed, celebrated and can 
enter fully into the whole life of the church. As I travel across the Southeastern Jurisdiction I constantly meet folks who 
can testify that their understanding of what the Bible says about same gender relationships has changed over time, 
sometimes dramatically, often very slowly. How sad would it be if we cement our entire denomination in one moment 
in time and not give any of us the space to grow and develop our faith.  

I would be thrilled to serve as a lay delegate to General Conference 2020. I am committed to staying in the same 
church with and in relationship and conversation with as many United Methodists as possible. God calls us to love one 
another, to not stop meeting together, and to be the hands and feet of Jesus together in this world. This is my hope, 
this is my prayer. 
 

5053   Schilling, Suzanne 
Groce UMC (Asheville) | Blue Ridge District 

As an accredited professional coach, specializing in clergy, the energy I bring to the table, 
encourages and inspires people to maximize their potential. With an encouraging, positive and 
calming demeanor, I mirror God’s approach to relationship by intentionally meeting people where 
they are without judgement.  

As a Christ-follower, coach, teacher, leader and inspirer, it is my belief that all of us are created 
for a purpose, and each of us can joyfully and fearlessly live into that purpose. It is neither by 

accident nor coincidence that I request consideration for GC 2020.  It is for such a time as this…. 
The pull to participate is a direct result of the vote at the February 2019 General Conference. Today, United 

Methodists are a little less united. My hope is to be part of the solution to bring about unity within our denomination. 
Our history has proven we can have these fierce discussions and still remain united. The desire to possess and live into 
the ‘unite’ of United Methodism still is relevant today.  

So, why is God calling me to serve? Each of us, has unique gifts & talents bestowed upon us by the Creator. Mine is 
the ability to see not just two sides of a story but all sides, because it rarely is just two. And with each side, I am able to 
approach them with clarity, empathy (not sympathy), as much unconditional love as humanly possible, truth, respect 
and even humor, when appropriate. Each is part of my personal value system which set the standards with which I live 
my life. It is based on my own sense of God, self, education, past experience and upbringing. These guiding principles 
influence my actions and attitudes and allow me to approach my continued spiritual formation, emotional equilibrium, 
physical well-being and mental health from a place of compassion, confidence and balance. Thus, I will lean into these 
values with each decision I make and vote I cast. 

FinaIly, I have led and co-led several initiatives. All of which continue today. Some include: 
•   Creating an outreach at a laundromat to show love in action. 
•   Coordinating/Participating in worship services at a soup kitchen, providing a hot meal and worship. Many of the 

guests consider the worship service their church. 
•   Facilitating the opening of a Thrift Store within the church building to serve as an additional soure of revenue for 

the UMW as well as allow the church an opportunity to know their neighbors. 
•   Participating on a team to create an educational program for the children of a transitional housing community. 
My contribution as a lay delegate is simple: It is to help others remember who and whose we are. We are good, 

extremely good in the eyes of God (see Genesis 1.31). We are worthy of grace and forgiveness, as Jesus showed us. We 
are capable of being a positive witness to the world. We have the ability to live out the Great Commission. We are Love. 
And most importantly, we all are children of our Creator. 

 
5054   Sherfey, Shannon 
First UMC (Hickory) | Catawba Valley District 

I would consider it an honor and a privilege to serve the WNCC as a delegate to the 2020 General 
Conference. I was a first time lay delegate to General Conference in 2016 and the special called 
session of General Conference in 2019. I have also served as a district lay delegate to Annual 
Conference for the past 10 years. I previously served as the Appalachian District Lay Leader, a 
member of the Board of Laity, and a member of the Conference Discipleship Ministry Team. 

I consider my theology to be orthodox yet progressive and I dream of seeing a revitalized United 
Methodist Church that is diverse, models itself after Christ, and truly has Open Hearts, Open Doors & Open Minds. We 
need to reclaim the radical hospitality of Jesus and fight for justice and end discrimination in our denomination. We 
need to hear the voices of those who have been marginalized and truly be the body of Christ for a world that is suffering. 
We must be certain that our LGBTQ siblings realize their sacred worth and have the opportunity to marry and answer 
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God’s call to ordination. I want to help make this happen and I am motivated to put in the time and energy it will take 
to find a way forward amidst the division and discord. 

Being a delegate to the past 2 General Conferences gives me experience with the legislative process. I served on the 
Church & Society II legislative committee in 2016 where we dealt specifically with LGBTQ inclusion as well as social 
justice issues related to women’s health. As a physician, I feel I had a lot to contribute to that conversation. Before the 
General Conference 2019 special session, I said that if the Traditional Plan passed I may leave the UMC. But after the 
vote, I felt God calling me to stay and work toward healing in the divided body of Christ as well as full inclusion. The Holy 
Spirit has plans for the UMC and I felt that deeply in the aftermath of General Conference. 

I am a lifelong United Methodist and grew up in a large UMC in Maryland. During high school, I was president of 
UMYF & youth choir, participated in ASP, completed 3 Disciple bible studies, and served on Church Council. After 
graduating as high school Valedictorian, I attended Duke University where I was very involved in the Wesley UM campus 
ministry and where I met my husband Josh, now an elder in the WNCC. I graduated with a BS in Psychology and then 
completed my MD from Wake Forest. I completed my residency in Family Medicine at Wake Forest & was elected chief 
resident during my third year of training. I am currently a partner at Newton Family Physicians, where I’ve been 
practicing family medicine for the past 14 years. 

As a clergy spouse, I have been a member of 6 UMC’s in the WNCC. In addition to many non-tangible roles, I have 
been a choir member, Sunday school teacher, Disciple bible study leader, worship committee chair, ASP and VIM mission 
team leader, and I coordinated VBS and UMYF. 

Please consider voting for me for General Conference 2020. 
 

5055   Sink, Matthew (Matt) 
Dilworth UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District 

I am 34 years old, married, with a two-year-old daughter and a baby boy on the way. I am a 
lifelong Methodist and have served the church in various capacities over the years. I was active in 
the Wesley Foundation at Wake Forest University, worked at Camp Tekoa and was a youth delegate 
to Annual Conference. I was also a delegate to the 2004 General Conference (GC) as a college 
student and learned a great deal from the experience. As a delegate to the 2020 GC I would be able 
to leverage my prior experience to be an effective delegate. At the 2004 GC I was the Vice-Chair of 

my sub-committee and although I was the youngest member, I was able to provide leadership as we worked and 
debated the various legislative items that were brought before us. I have spent most of my life in North Carolina with 
the exception of a 3.5-year stint in New York City from 2014 to 2017 before moving back and settling in Charlotte. When 
my wife and I moved to NYC one of the first things we did was find Christ Church United Methodist. I jumped into the 
work of the church and held various leadership and volunteer positions. I was a regular volunteer with El Nido, an 
outreach ministry; I was an usher, a co-chair of the annual benefit and auction and I served on the Leadership Council 
of the church. After moving to Charlotte, my family and I joined Dilworth United Methodist where I am involved in the 
Young Adult and Children’s ministries, serve as a Sunday School leader, volunteer with Room in the Inn and am a 
member of the Endowment Trustees. My family and I are proud Advocates for Zoe Empowers, a non-profit that uses an 
empowerment model to teach orphans how to be self-sufficient. I feel called to be a delegate at General Conference 
because I believe that young people are the future of the church and their voices need to be heard. As a father, I want 
to ensure that the Methodist Church continues to be a supportive and loving place for my children to grow in their faith. 
I know that this General Conference will be one of the most important for the future of the United Methodist Church 
and I feel called to bring my leadership to the delegation to help prayerfully and faithfully shape the future of the 
denomination. As I reflect on scripture, one passage has been on my mind and in my heart: 

Matthew 22.37-39 - 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 

This scripture speaks to the high importance Jesus placed on loving one another and I think it is important for the 
delegates to the GC to remember we are all God’s children and to keep the love for God and neighbor in their hearts, 
especially during times of disagreement. As you prayerfully discern whom to elect, I hope you will allow me to go to 
Minneapolis to be a leader at this important time in the life of the denomination. 

 
5056   Smith Gaylord, Keri 
Yadkinville UMC | Yadkin Valley District 

Keri is a wife, mom, licensed clinical social worker, runner, knitter and avid reader. She works as a 
mental health therapist, and has extensive training and experience treating children, adolescents and 
families who have experienced trauma, fractured attachment and are experiencing symptoms of 
anxiety, depression and/or having behavioral challenges. Although she is a native of Florida, Keri and 
her family have enjoyed making their home in Western North Carolina since 2014. Keri is a life-long 
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United Methodist, having grown up in the UMC, attending a UMC affiliated college and marrying a UMC pastor. Keri is 
a member of the United Methodist Women, and has held leadership roles in the church as a youth and adult. Keri feels 
called to serve as a lay delegate for WNCC because she believes that the UMC is and should continue to be a force for 
good in the world and a representation of Christ's love for all of God's children. Keri's lived experience as a United 
Methodist, her unique perspective as an active lay person and clergy family member, and extensive professional 
experience serving 'the least of these' would make her a valuable addition to the WNCC delegation. 
 

5057   Smith, James-Michael (JM) 
Good Shepherd UMC (Charlotte) | Metro District 

I was born and raised United Methodist. My father serves in the South GA Conference and after 
seminary in Boston, I moved to Charlotte and joined Good Shepherd UMC where I have been a 
member since 2003. I serve in a lay capacity as a Bible teacher and missions team member. I also 
run a nonprofit calledDisciple Dojo which offers online discipleship resources for churches and small 
groups as well as weekly free anti-bullying and women's safety/self-defense classes to nternational 
refugee, immigrant, and lower income families here in Charlotte. I have a special heart for interfaith 

relationships and bridge-building, particularly with Muslim and Jewish friends, and in 2018 I led a team to Bethlehem in 
the West Bank for Christ at the Checkpoint, an international peacemakers conference hosted by Palestinian Christians.  

In terms of Methodism and the future of our denomination, I hold a high view of Scripture as the Inspired and final 
authority on all matters of faith and doctrine (while also rejecting crass literalism and a narrow fundamentalism that 
ignores Scripture’s unique status as being the product of human authors with human personalities and culturally-
conditioned writing styles!). I believe, like Wesley himself, we United Methodists are to be a people “of one book”, and 
that much of the theological confusion in our church stems from getting away from this bedrock Methodist characteristic 
over the past century. 

As for the elephant in the room, I support (for the most part) the current position on human sexuality found in our 
Book of Discipline and believe it provides a beautiful Scriptural balance between love and inclusion of all PEOPLE, while 
also rejecting the validity of some ACTIONS Jesus and His inspired Apostles deemed to be sinful, and thus “incompatible” 
with a life of discipleship. Every PERSON is to be welcomed and affirmed and celebrated as reflecting God’s very 
image...but every BEHAVIOR is not. This distinction is one that gets overlooked or ignored in the heated debates filled 
with buzzwords such as “harm”, “inclusive”, “loving”, and various other attempts at obscuring the clear distinction 
Scripture makes between our deep desires and our even deeper identity as new creations in Christ who are called to 
“deny ourselves daily” in following Jesus. If elected, I would seek to bring this out in all discussions and hopefully help 
us recover the incredible grace-filled balance found in Scripture and embodied in Jesus’s own encounters with sexual 
brokenness and “otherness.” But I would do so with charity, honesty, and a genuine desire to dialogue with those who 
disagree in hopes of finding as much common ground as possible from which to work. 

Thank you for your consideration,  
JM Smith 

 
5058   Snider, Danielle 
Oak Hill UMC (Candler) | Blue Ridge District 

My name is Danielle Snider and I am a wife, mom to two little ones (Eden 3 & Pax 1), Family 
Nurse Practitioner, coffee connoisseur, avid hiker, and quilter on the side. I have been a United 
Methodist since birth. My dad is a pastor in the South Georgia Conference and so I grew up inside 
the church walls.  

Throughout my life, I have had numerous leadership roles within the church. I attended annual 
conferences as a young child, ushered as a teenager, served as a camp counselor at the South 

Georgia UMC summer camp (Epworth by the Sea), went to a Methodist College (LaGrange), and even attended that big 
Methodist  school just down the road (Duke!) for graduate studies. I have lobbied in Washington DC for Imagine no 
Malaria, and represented the Western North Carolina Conference at a global health summit in D.C. I have previously 
served as a lay delegate representing the Smoky Mountain District at annual conference.   

As a lay delegate I hope to contribute my unique perspective as a Family Nurse Practitioner, a young mom, and a 
pastor’s kid. I am passionate about healthcare in our country and abroad. I believe the United Methodist Church does 
so much good with the Global Health Initiative and Imagine no Malaria; it is important to continue this vital work. I am 
committed to advocate for abundant healthcare for all families and young children around the world and in our local 
churches and communities. 

I look forward to hearing the voices of our conference and fairly representing the laity of our conference. I plan to 
be open and meet with laity in and around my district and hope to vote to the true feelings and convictions of the laity 
of Western North Carolina.  
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I believe the church that I love so deeply is in need of younger voices to speak up and stand up. In 2016 only 7% of 
delegates to general conference were 35 or younger. This is unacceptable. My generation is the future of the church, 
and if we want to see our children grow up in the United Methodist Church, we need to stand together with all of our 
brothers and sisters and open our arms widely to share the love of Jesus with anyone and everyone. 
 

5059   Uhl, Tate (Robin) 
College Place UMC (Greensboro) | Northern Piedmont District 

I am 26 and currently a first year M. Div. hybrid student at Claremont School of Theology. I feel 
called to serve as a lay delegate because of how much I love the UMC, and because of how much 
my heart aches from the current strife occurring in the church. I am an intersex woman engaged to 
my incredibly supportive fiancee who proposed directly after Lessons and Carols at Greensboro 
College. 

The Southern Baptist church I grew up in ran me out when I came out and the Wesley foundation 
of UNCG brought me back into relationship with God's people. I wept the first time I took communion after being 
brought back to the church. I had to talk with someone about the incredible emotions I was experiencing. My campus 
minister Andrew Mails, helped me understand that I had my heart strangely warmed. 

I held leadership positions in the ministry and brought in many unchurched people who had been similarly hurt by 
other churches. I led the joint effort between the Wesley foundation at UNCG and College Place UMC to be present at 
Greensboro Pride. The stories I heard were heartbreaking and beautiful. So many members of the LGBTQ+ community 
thanked us on that day for simply being present. It was so meaningful for them to see that both the Wesley foundation 
at UNCG and College Place UMC supported me and the community. By embracing and uplifting me, they were showing 
the entire community that they truly acknowledged the sacred worth of all of God's children. By allowing me the 
privilege to serve as a lay delegate WNCC would be doing the same. 

Other important leadership positions I wish to highlight is that I am a Claremont School of Theology President's 
Scholar and I am currently finishing my Clinical Pastoral Education Internship at UNC REX hospital. 

Everyday as a hybrid online seminarian I am encouraged to move out to the Western Jurisdiction so that I will not 
struggle to obtain candidacy and ordination. When I visit CST for the in person weeks, I am given cards by high ranking 
Methodists. They tell me how much easier they could make my life, if I came to their conference. 

I tell them how much I love North Carolina, how much I love the culture of the South, but thank them anyway. They 
ask why would I continue to struggle here? The answer is simply love; and then I quote Mr. Rogers to them saying that 
“Love isn’t a state of perfect caring. It is an active noun like struggle. To love someone is to strive to accept that person 
exactly the way he or she is, right here and now.” Further that “Everyone longs to be loved. And the greatest thing we 
can do is to let people know that they are loved and capable of loving.” and that this includes everyone in North Carolina 
and the South. 

My prayer is that by being a delegate, I can be a follower of Christ that others who have been cast aside may see and 
know that they are truly welcome in the UMC.  

Thank you, 
Robin Tate Uhl 

 
5060   Underwood, Harry 
Centenary (Winston-Salem) | Yadkin Valley District 

If elected as a delegate to the 2020 UMC General Conference, all my actions and votes will honor 
Christ and seek to develop a more loving, growing and fiscally responsible church in the world. In 
legislating the business of Jesus’ church, I will diligently exhibit fidelity to God and love for all 
creation.  

I served as a 2012 General Conference alternate delegate, and a 2012 Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference delegate and 2016 alternate delegate. A volunteer leader of a variety of 

Christian endeavors and not-for-profit organizations, I am a retired business executive of a major NC public company 
and a veteran officer of the US Army. Dedicated to strengthening the family as the foundational block of society, my 
wife, Nancy, and I have been married for over fifty-five years, reside in Winston-Salem, NC, and have two married 
daughters and five grandsons. 

Called by the Holy Spirit to strengthen accountability and integrity in the governance and practice within the UMC, I 
am able to do so with my background as a Certified Public Accountant. I am a member of Centenary UMC having served 
that congregation on the church council, finance committee, world and local outreach committees, as a Sunday school 
teacher, a Disciple Bible study leader and an ecumenical Bible study leader. 

I possess the knowledge and ability to deal effectively with the complex organizational, financial, and theological 
issues of the UMC demonstrated by my earning an AB from Davidson College and an MBA from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and PhD in Biblical Studies from Trinity Theological Seminary (University of Liverpool). I support 
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consistent global standards for bishops and clergy and expect them as leaders to uphold, defend and enforce all 
provisions of the The Book of Discipline. 

The UMC should practice tolerance following the example of Jesus to accept all people and minister to them abiding 
by the ordinances of God. As I demonstrated in my six written and published biblically-based books, I seek renewal in 
our church that will strengthen our mission to reach the lost with the good news of Jesus Christ offering hope and 
redemption to all people. Let us increase our discipleship and evangelism as United Methodists. 

My volunteer leadership positions in human services and outreach organizations have included President of the 
United Way of North Carolina (addressing family needs across NC), Board Chair of The Shepherd’s Center of Greater 
Winston-Salem (seniors serving seniors), Board Chair of Serving Our Savior in Winston-Salem (building residential 
wheelchair ramps), Treasurer of Family Services (operating Head Start and programs to reduce family violence and 
abuse), Vice Chair of CenterPoint Human Services (oversight of public systems of mental health, developmental 
disabilities and substance abuse services), Treasurer of WNCCEM (promoting Wesleyan evangelism), and a Gideon 
(distributing Bibles and the message of salvation through Jesus Christ). 
 

5061   Vanderveen, Richard (Rich) 
Skyland UMC (Asheville) | Blue Ridge District 

I am a Christian who joined the United Methodist Church in Tampa in 1984. From the age of five 
I have attended Christian churches and schools. I attended parochial Christian schools in Michigan 
from kindergarten through 12th grade. I know the Bible scriptures intimately and my wife and I have 
raised our children under the United Methodist banner of affiliation with loyalty and love for the 
church. I pray regularly as a sinner and human being in need of God’s redemption. I have led many 
adult Sunday (and Wednesday) school classes in Tampa and Asheville, NC.  

The global UMC today lacks American lay and episcopal leadership. It has grown so large and anonymous that few 
American conference delegates feel clear about their responsibility to their church at home. Conference delegates vote 
without regard to what spiritual and scriptural values at home require of them, to do no harm and to love all who claim 
an allegiance to God, the Bible, the United Methodism of John Wesley and scripturally informed discernment and 
decision—making. When we do not take responsibility to love and lead, we may be sure that others will. 

 
5062   Vaughan, Walter 
Marvin UMC (Lincolnton) | Catawba Valley District 

I want to serve as a lay delegate to General Conference because of my deep desire to see the 
United Methodist Church fulfill the mission to love God, care for each other, and serve the world.  I 
believe the transformational nature of the church can fully be lived out when we recognize in each 
other our shared gifts and use them together to reach the world with the Good News of God’s 
unfailing love.  I believe we fall short of that goal when we allow distractions to keep us from keeping 
this main thing the main thing.  Serving at General Conference, I hope to be a voice of conviction 

and passion to help us truly find our way forward in serving the needs of our communities through the strength of our 
connection.  My experience serving with the Conference Board of United Methodist Men, my mentoring work with 
Conference wide gracious accountability groups in the Wesleyan Tradition, my facilitator role with Trust Circles and now 
a band of the Wesley Contemplative Order has helped me to truly see and hear the voices of many, even groups of 
people within the church who don’t always agree. Having served many years as church and district delegate to our 
Annual Conference I distinctly understand the needs, wants and wishes of WNCC Methodists from Murphy to Mayodan. 
 

5063   Whitaker, Lynette 
Green Street UMC (Winston-Salem) | Yadkin Valley District 

Lynette Whitaker is a retired director of Aerospace technology. She has been a member of 
Green Street United Methodist Church for four years and is a member of  the anti-racism team, 
the finance committee, the leadership committee, the trustee committee, and is co-chair of adult 
education for spiritual transformation. Her faith journey has been filled with ups and downs and is 
a vital part of the person Christ is calling her to become. She feels God calling her to build a bridge 
between the congregation and the annual conference sessions. She believes that her spiritual gifts 

of servanthood, leadership, and compassion will benefit Green Street United Methodist Church by linking the mission 
and vision of her local church with the mission and vision of the annual  conference. Lynette is known for her speaking 
abilities, aptitude for networking, and her desire to participate in discussions and decisions affecting God's ministry in 
the world.Her interest in learning about parliamentary procedure and church structure solidifies the fact that this is God 
calling her to serve as a lay member. 
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5064   Wood, Caroline 
Salem UMC (Bostic) | Blue Ridge District 

Currently, I serve as the Director of Mission Engagement and Connectional Ministries for the 
Western North Carolina Conference. I co-chair the Connectional Table and am a member of the 
Board of The United Methodist Foundation of Western North Carolina Conference. On the District 
level, I am the Interim Lay Leader for the Blue Ridge District, District At Large Lay Member of Annual 
Conference and a member of the District Strategy Team. Serving on the staff of the WNCC since 
2008 has been transformative for my call as a lay minister as I have been given opportunities to 

serve the wonderful people of this great Conference. 
Being a lifelong United Methodist, I have held many leadership roles in the local church including Lay Leader, Staff 

Parish Relations Committee, Vision Team, Nominations Committee, Worship Committee, Altar Guild, Witness 
Chairperson, United Methodist Women, Youth Coordinator and Administrative Council. I have been a member of the 
choir and participated in many local, regional and international mission ministries. 

Having previously served as the Southeast Jurisdiction Youth Coordinator, I was afforded the opportunity to be 
Coordinator of the SEJ Youth Delegation to the Global Convocation for Young People.  Prior to joining the staff of WNCC, 
I was the Chief Operating Officer of Global Teams, an international mission agency with roots in the Episcopal Church.   

I believe the local church is where transformation, community and discipleship happen. We are better together than 
apart.  Having learned as a child the Methodist values of loving God and loving your neighbor, while living by the three 
simple rules: Do Good, Do No Harm, and Stay in love with God, my desire is to use these convictions as a delegate to 
General Conference 2020 to bring unity and vision to the United Methodist Church.   

I would like to serve as a delegate to GC because I love the Methodist way and believe in its power to transform lives.  
As a lifelong Methodist, I care deeply about the future of the United Methodist Church and know that the decisions that 
will be made at GC 2020 will have lasting effects on generations to come.  I know that God is calling me to be a voice for 
my Methodist grandchildren and their peers. The legacy that we leave them matters not only to them, but also across 
the world where Methodists continue to make an impact in all the places that we have a witness.   

My husband, Gary and I live in Bostic where we are active members of Salem UMC.  We enjoy spending time with 
our children and grandchildren. 
 

5065   Wood, Ron 
Sharon UMC (Shelby) | Catawba Valley District 

Born and raised in Georgia. Graduate of Gardner-Webb University (1976). Married to Rhonda 
Blanton Wood, two grown children and three grandchildren. Grew up Presbyterian in Georgia, was 
then a Baptist for 22 years and have been a Methodist for over 19 years now. Have been Chairperson 
of Staff parish on numerous occasions. I am currently the lay leader of Sharon UMC. I have been a 
Certified Lay Speaker/Lay Servant of the UMC for over ten years. Have participated in Kairos Prison 
Ministry for the past 13 years. I feel that God is calling me to represent Sharon UMC and also the 

Western North Carolina Conference as I have much to offer my church, my district (Catawba) and our WNCC as well 
with a new face and fresh ideas. I have recently retired and have the time to fulfill all obligations that would be placed 
upon me a a Southeastern Jurisdictional and General Conference. 
 

5066   Woods, Kathleen (Kathy) 
Skyland UMC (Asheville) | Blue Ridge District 

I have been a member of my church for 18 years.  I have served on most committees including 
Administrative Board, Staff Parish, the Music program, Unit President of United Methodist Women 
and as a delegate to Annual Conference four times.  I have watched General Conference streaming 
online for the past three sessions.  I am somewhat versed in our church’s legislative process and the 
Book of Discipline.  I am deeply invested in my church and the United Methodist church as a whole.  
I want to be a part of working to keep us strong in our mission to make disciples in the world. 

I found the United Methodist Church after my husband retired from the military and we settled in Asheville.  Being 
a military wife afforded me the opportunity to assimilate into new communities and build successful relationships.  As 
a result, I have the skills required to listen to all voices and process what I have heard before making decisions. 

I was so happy to find a church that had a handbell choir and a christian pre-school.  I slowly got involved in church 
activities.  After reading what it meant to be a Methodist, I took a new member class and joined a few years later. I have 
helped where I can, learned a lot and deepened my relationship with God. Our Pastor asked us to read, “Anatomy of 
Peace, Resolving the Heart of Conflict” recently and I did.  I believe I have a greater awareness of how to have open 
conversations engaged with respect and love.  

I missed two Annual Conferences (2016-7) while I was fighting Leukemia.  It was aggressive, and made me weak and 
sick.  One of the things that kept me going was to continue to work on any church functions going on.  My church sent 
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cards, and projects for me to work on that were manageable in the current physical state I was in at the time. My faith, 
and my friends, were center to waging my fight against Leukemia and my faith grew.  Currently I am in full remission 
and back to feeling myself.     

I have the time to take off from work to devote to attending the General Conference in 2020.  I can attend all the 
Saturday meetings that they will schedule.  I will commit myself to being prepared by reading all documents prior to the 
conference, and I have the desire to do my best with my full attention, my faith and my heart. 
 

5067   Wright, Angelia (Angie) 
Christ UMC (Hickory) | Catawba Valley District 

My name is Angie Wright and I ask you to prayerfully consider me to represent the WNCC for the 
General Conference 2020. I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior at the age of 12 during the 
October Revival of 1974 at Clyde Wesleyan Church. My faith is deeply rooted in Wesleyan tradition. I 
was blessed to be the first person in my family to attend college and received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Medical Technology from Central Wesleyan College, now known as Southern Wesleyan University in 
Central, SC. I served as a resident assistant for two years and was a member of the mission outreach 

team during my years a CWC. 
After graduating college and marrying my husband in 1985, we settled in Cleveland County, NC and joined Palm Tree 

UMC where my husband and twin daughters were baptized.  I served in children’s ministry and as the secretary for the 
UM Women for several years   After my husband took a promotion, we moved to the Hickory area, where we transferred 
our membership to Christ United Methodist Church. Both my daughters accepted Christ at Christ UMC, graduated from 
Asbury University and started working in media production at a United Methodist Church in 2012. I have served the 
Catawba Valley District as a member of the nominations committee and served the last 3 years as a Catawba Valley 
District at Large delegate to Annual Conference.  

My greatest desire is to see the United Methodist Church continue to reach people and introduce them to the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. I also believe like John Wesley and the Book of Discipline of the UMC “that Scripture is the 
primary source and criterion for Christian doctrine”. I also believe that the current wording should remain in the Book 
of Discipline and in Scripture that marriage is “between a man and a woman”. If elected to serve the WNCC Annual 
Conference at the 2020 General Conference I will seek God’s will in upholding the traditional values upon which the 
United Methodist Church was founded. 
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Each of the candidates included in this booklet  
answered “Yes” to the question:  

“Will you pray for God’s guidance in decision making?” 
 

The laity of the Western NC Conference  
thank you for doing the same as representatives  

of the conference are elected. 


